played because of the truth.” 


never heard a sermon upon it. 
- nificance? 
_ we are to reveal to others. 
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A Brave Soul—Show Your Colors 


REV. J. H. JOWETT, M. A., D. D., NEW YORK, N. Y. 


I wonder how many of my readers have noticed 


_ this brave little word hidden away in a some- 


what unfamiliar psalm. “Thou hast given a ban- 
ner to them that fear Thee, that it may be dis- 
We very rarely 
hear the word quoted, and I confess I have 
What is its sig- 
It tells us that what God gives us 
, We are not to creep 
along life’s way in silence and secrecy. We are 
not to be neutralities walking first on one side of 
the street, and then on the other. We are not 
to strip ourselves of every token which carries 
visible significance. We are to show our colors! 
We are not to crouch 
through life, to slink up the by-ways, to slip 
from nook to niche, and from niche to nook, in 
the hope that our goings will not be seen. We 
are to march down the main street with a firm, 
Swinging stride, displaying our flag. That: is an 
essential requisite in every healthy and progres- 
sive life. 

Now the world is sick and sickening for lack 
of men and women who will display honorable 
convictions without fear. This is pre-eminently 
true in the realm of religion. We are often 
counted on one side while our: basal beliefs are 
on the other. There are multitudes of men and 
women who are inwardly persuaded of the 
sovereignty and saviourhood of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, but who are going about in disguise. 


Their speech does not reveal their faith. They 
comprise with worldly customs. They clothe 
themselves in the ordinary social vestures. They 


deck themselves out in the ordinary catch things 
of the passing day. There is nothing distinctive 
in their accent. There is nothing arresting in 
their behaviour. There is nothing in their char- 
acter suggestive of another clime. They are just 
one with the ordinary crowd, and there is noth- 
ing to give them relief. In Rome they do as 
Rome does. They don’t march through Rome’s 
crowded, careless life, displaying their own flag, 
proud to live for it, and ready to die for it. 
And so I say that the world is sick for lack of 


_honesty, lack of bold sincerity, sick in the ab- 
.sence of a religion which is not afraid to be 


obtrusive. 


I need not say we are not called upon to be 
hyporcites in the service of religion. I am not 
speaking of a flag which merely bears a name, 
some external thing which has no living relation- 
ship to vital goodness. I do not mean the wear- 
ing of badges and mottoes and ribbons. A man 
may wear the badge of a noble society and be a 
consummate rogue. No, we are not to display our 
beliefs in the showy obtrusion of a badge, but 
in the calm audacity of a noble life, in an un- 
compromising devotion to Christian ideals, and 
therefore in a fine speech which carries the name 
of Christ without fear or shame. 

And so I want to make a two-fold appeal to 
the readers of this magazine. First of all, I 
appeal to those who believe in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. I appeal to them to show their colors! 
And how must they do it? In the first place, in a 
bold, arresting witness of a Christian life. Let 
them stand out of the common crowd, and live 
their convictions through. How clearly can I 
recall Henry Drummond as he used to stand be- 
fore a thousand university men on Sunday night 
in Edinburgh. I can see him as he closed his 
address, and made his final appeal. He would 
draw himself erect, and looking round at the com- 
pany with those wonderful eyes, he would say: 
“Gentlemen, do you mean business?” And again 
and again have I heard him add that, if the men 
did not mean real business, they had better leave 
religion alone. It was far better to drop it than 
to play with it. But it is infinitely better to make 
a glorious business of it! And therefore let my 
readers take some of the “harder sayings of the 
Master, and by his grace seek to incarnate them 
in their lives. The men who only choose the easy 
things never attain to any radiant triumph. Our 
real glories are found in our tasks. We, discover 
our nobilities in our difficulties. There 1s noth- 
ing more imposing than a well-made athlete, 
but where does he find his gracious strength? He 
finds it in the ways of resistance, in the exacting 
exercise, in the finest self-control. And so it 1s 
in the Christian life. The moral athlete is to 
find his strength and beauty in the difficult field. 
If a man wishes to be a glorious witness to the 
power of God’s grace, let him take up the diffi- 
cult things, and he will find that the most sensa- 
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tional thing on earth is a majestic Christian life. 

And in the second place, let him show his colors 
by the corroborative witness of apostolic speech. 
Why are we so silent about our Master? Why 
the excessive restraint and reserve? Does it 
spring out of our reverence or out of our shame 
and fear If our life be truly Christian we need 
not be afraid of speech. We only meet with re- 
buff when our words are not supported by our 
character. Let us then tell the good news of 
God’s love. Let us take the Evangel as an in- 
spiration to those who are broken by failure, dam- 
aged in heart and will. Let us take its consola- 
tions to those who are smitten in confidence, and 
who mourn in the fear that they are overlooked 
by their God. And let us also take the severed 
words of the Master, and speak in tones of re- 
proof. We have not always to be indulging in 
quieting words of comfort; we are to use the 
clarion, and arouse men out of sleep. But again, 
our reproof must be backed ~by our lives. Our 
condemnation must be pervaded by grace. We 
must not move among men as critics and cynics, 
but as friends) who honestly seek their good. 
Our swords must be dipped into healing virtues 
of love. Our reproofs must be medicated and so 
~ heal the very wounds they make. Surely this is 
a ministry worthy of the followers of Christ— 
to do the difficult thing, and to speak the diffi- 
cult word. One thing is very sure—the world 
is waiting for such disciples. Let them show 
their colors. “The Lord hath given a banner 
to them that fear him.” 


And then I make appeal to those who feel that 
they cannot yet honorably make a full con- 
fession of faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Clouds 
of bewilderment are about in their minds, and 
they are confused. Let me ask if they are really 
honest in the groupings; whose side are they 
on. What have they in the way of belief that 
in any degree links them with the Lord? What 
do they believe positively and sincerely? Let them 
examine themselves in the search of ties of asso- 
ciations with Jesus. Are they akin with him in 
this—“Thou shalt love thy neighbor.” Do they 
believe in it? Are they inwardly convinced that 
mercy is one of the conditions of a healthy life? 
Then let them display that banner in a crusade 
of compassion and healing. Are they one with 
him in reverence? Do they believe in treating lit- 
tle children with chivalrous regard? Do they 
believe in holding women in constant honor? 
Do they believe in standing before old age with 
gentle homage? Then let them display that ban- 
ner in a life that abounds in delicate courtliness, 
and in reverent Christian behavidur. Let my 
readers examine themselves by these searching 
standards. Let them display every noble belief as 
a visible flag. Let them show their colors! And 
they will find that the spirit that gropes along 
these roads will surely arrive at home. 


And where shall we display our banner? We 
must display it everywhere. We must let our 
little children see it, that they may know to 
which army we belong. We must let it wave in 
our social intercourse that it may check the coarse 
jest and the cruel and unworthy gossip. We must 
display it in our business. I know that some of 
my readers are saying that I am a minister, and 
that I know nothing about the bristling difficul- 
ties which confront the business man who tries to 
do right. I am told that I know nothing about 
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it! Maybe that I don’t, but that does not alter 
my duty. My business in life as a minister of the 
Word is to carry about the ideals of Jesus, and 
to ask men everywhere to follow in his train. We 
must display our banner in civic and national |} 
relationships. Let it wave over the field of }j 
political controversy, and over our international | 
dealings. In these larger realms we must live 
out our convictions manfully, and let the deepest | ] 
and the best motives within us find expression in 
words and deeds. 


And what would be the results of thus showing 
our colors? We ourselves would be morally in- 
vigorated. The courageous act would deposit 
more iron in our blood. Every vital conviction 
expressed in actual life becomes an agent of vi- 
tality. Every noble deed gives us elevation, and 
we breathe the bracing air of the hills of God. 


And a second result would be this: We should 
become the centers of moral contagion. No man 
can live out his best without vitalizing others. 
William Lawes, of New Guinea, used to work in 
a business house in Reading. . He showed his 
colors in those early days as he afterwards dis- }} 
played them in the foreign field. And what did |} 
his comrades say about him? Here is one man’s_ 
testimony, given in after-life: “When we were 
tempted to throw off Christian restraint his loy- 
alty held us back.” Two others shared the bed- 
room with Lawes; all three became missionaries |} 
of the Cross. One strong man in a company 
can give courage to all. One absolutely pure 
man can save a fellowship from defilement. The 
really brave man can save a company from) 
cowardice and fear. “Many of the brethren in| 
the Lord, waxing confident by my bonds, are 
much more bold to speak the word without fear.” 


And a third result would be this—we should 
clarify our spiritual vision. Whenever we in- 
carnate a bit of truth we acquire the power to 
discern a larger truth. Every fresh incarnation 
prepares the way to a grander discovery. I have 
already said that moral courage and heroism 
elevate dur souls; the elevation gives us an in- ||} 
creased outlook, and we gaze over wider areas |} 
of our inheritance in Christ. Whenever I show ||} 
my colors, I have an immediate reward; the 
Lord gives me more to show. | 

(Other expositions in this series will appear |} 
later in the year.—Ed.) 


The Expositor’s Pastors’ Exchange makes the }]} 
church seek the pastor. Ask F. M. Barton, Cax- 
ton Bldg., Cleveland, O., for particular. 

Doniphan, Mo., Jan.19, 1912. 

Dr. Mr. Barton:—I want to certify to the ex-) 
cellent plan you have originated in bringing min-|} 
isters and churches into a working relation, one 
with the other. I have been seeking a long while ||} 
for a desirable church and location, and I have}| 
found it only through the channel which ~ou have} 
laid out. | 

I heartily indorse your method and recommend | 
it to my brethren in the ministry and to churches; 
seeking a pastor. \| 
Sincerely yours, | 

Rey. Newton Cavens, 
Presbyterian, / 
Ur SoA | 


Wondrous Redemption 


) 


BY JAMES ORR., D. D.,; PROFESSOR OF APOLOGETIC AND SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY. 
UNITED FREE CHURCH, GLASGOW 


_ There is a verse 
in the Epistle to the 
Ephesians (1:7) in 
which there is per- 
haps more gospel 
truth packed up 
-than in any other 
single verse of the 
Same compass. It 
reads in the Revised 
Version: “In Whom 
have 


ave hi our re- 
demption through 
his blood, the for- 


giveness of our 
trespasses, accord- 
ing to the riches of 
His grace.” This is one of the things which 
mark out the Bible from all other books—the 
wealth of greatest ideas that are compressed 
in the briefest space. The verse quoted con- 
sists of three lines in our Bibles—little more; 
yet what a plentitude of great ideas—the very 
greatest the human mind can take in—is con- 
tained in it! Take only these six which lie on 
the surface: 


There is here, first, the greatest wonder in 
this universe—“our redemption.” 

There is, next, the foremost blessing which 
this redemption brings to us—‘the forgiveness 
of our trespasses.” 

There is, third, the Person through whom 
this redemption comes—Christ; “in whom.” 

_ There is, further, the means by which Christ 
accomplishes the redemption—“through his 

' blood.” 

There is, again, the manner in which we be- 
come possessed of the blessing—by being “in” 
Christ; “in whom we have our redemption.” 

Lastly, there is the fountain-head of it all, 

in God’s eternal grace—‘‘according to the 
riches of his grace.” 

Think only of this mass of truth comprised 

in three single lines of a verse of Scripture, 

-and ask—where, in all the world of literature, 
is there anything for an instant to be com- 

pared with it? 

There is in the passage, first, 

The Greatest Wonder in the Universe— 

“Redemption.” 

“This is, in all sobriety, true. God has im- 
planted in each of us the faculty of wonder. 
Man is a wonderful being from the first dawn 
of his consciousness. Watch the babe of two 
or three months old in its mother’s arms, and 
see how its wondering eyes roam all around, 
trying to make out something of the strange 
world, and find the more to wonder at. Then 
as God has implanted in us this faculty of 
wonder, he stored his world with objects that 
call forth wonder. But all the natural won- 
ders of the universe, multiplied a thousand- 
fold, do not compare with this great and 
unique wonder—‘our redemption.” It was, 

‘after all, an easy thing for God to create a 

Sworld. He had but to speak, and it was done; 

“to command, and it stood fast (Psa.33:9).. His 


bare forthputting of his 
power—was enough. “God said, Let there be 
light; and there was light” (Gen. 1:3). But it 
was not with reverence be it said, thus easy for ° 
God to redeem a world; to restore a world 
that had fallen into sin and ruin and reunite 
it to himself. There were here obstacles 
which even God could not overcome by a sim- 
ple act of power. 


Only think of what some of these were: 

(1) . There was the accumulated guilt of the 
world; the guilt of mankind that had been 
heaping up through countless generations from 
the beginning of the race. That could not be 
swept away by a single word or God, “Let it 
not be.” It had to be dealt with in a manner 
comfortable to God’s holiness, and to the 
claims of his moral government. The 
“righteousness” of God had to be vindicated 
in the long passing by, and then in the forgive- 
ness of sin (Rom. 3:25, 26). 

(2) There was the world’s unwillingness to 
be saved. This, as every worker for Christ 
knows, is one of the hardest facts to be en- 
countered in seeking to turn men to God. Men 
do not at heart wish to part with their sins. 
“The mind of the flesh is enmity against God” 
(Rom. 8:7, R. V.). That unwillingness even 
of power. In dealing with moral creatures he 
must employ moral means—must enlighten, 
persuade, “draw” (John 6:44). 

(3) There was the rooted power of sin. 
Even where the will in some degree is pres- 
ent there is a lack of power to carry out'the 
thing willed. Sin is an awful bondage. The 
law of sin in the members wars against the 
law of the mind (Rom. 7:22). Every one knows 
something of St. Paul’s, “For the good which 
I would I do not: but the evil which I would 
not, that I practice’ (Rom. 7:19). Only the 
law of the Spirit in Christ Jesus can break 
this woeful tyranny (Rom. 7:26; 8:2). | 

(4) There was the firm entrenchment of 
evil in the organized iniquity of the world. 
Sin has established itself in social custom, 
usage, habits; in great and powerful  inter- 
ests; in organized forms which are sleeplessly 
active to destroy good, and resist the advance 
of the truth. If any one is aroused to seek 
escape from his sinful environment—the 
drunkard, for example—how manifold and in- 
sidious are the influences at once set in motion 
on every side to drag him back! Sin is an_or- 
ganized hostile power, warring against God. 

(5) Finally, behind all this is the kingdom 
of spiritual evil—Satan and his world of evil 
spirits. Jesus recognizes the presence and 
agency of Satan as an omnipresent fact, and 
bids us pray for deliverance from “the Evil 
One” (Matt. 6:13). “Our wrestling,’ says 
Paul, “is not against flesh and blood, but 
against the principalities, against the powers, 
ic, (Ceinay Ws me 

All this mass of obstacle and opposition to 
God’s will had to be encountered and over- 
come before a world could be redeemed. 

It was next seen that the verse puts before us. 


simple fiat—the 
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' The Chief Blessing of Redemption— 
“the forgiveness of our trespasses.” Redemp- 
tion no doubt includes innumerable blessings 
(“blessed with every spiritual blessing in the 
heavenly places in Christ,” Eph. 1:3). But for 
two reasons the forgiveness of sins is rightly 
placed in the forefront. (1) Till sin is for- 
given no other blessing can be bestowed. The 
first and supreme need of every soul of man is 
to get right with God. We are in wrong rela- 
tions with God. The first and pressing con- 
cern is to get right with him. Sin is not mere- 
ly unhappiness, ‘bondage, estrangement—it 1s 
ruin here and hereafter. The world in sin is 
“perishing” (John 3:16). To die in unforgiven 
sin is the most awful of dooms (John 8:24). 
Then (2) with the forgiveness of sin every 
other blessing is imparted. The gate is opened 
by which every blessing of salvation can and 
does enter. In a true sense, therefore, every 
blessing may be said to be summed up in the 
blessing of forgiveness (Psa 32:1; Kom. 
4:6-8). 

It was seen further that we have set forth in 
this wonderful verse 


The Person through Whom Redemption 
Comes— — 


Jesus Christ, “in whom,” that is, Christ. If re- 
demption means what has just been described, 
it is obvious of itself that the work is not one 
which any ordinary human being could ever 
undertake. Every human being, for one thing, 
is himself sinful; he needs salvation for him- 
self. But even were he pure, and not in- 
volved in the same condemnation with all 
others of the race, the work would still be 
infinitely too great for him to accomplish. 
“None of them can by any means redeem his 
brother, nor give to God a ransom for him” 
(Psa. 49:7). This is where the Unitarian 
Christs and the Christs of “the New Theol- 
ogy” utterly break down. But the gospel is 
consistent with itself in providing a Saviour 
equal to the work he has to do. Christ is no 
mere mortal struggling man, but God’s own 
eternal Son made manifest for our salvation. 
He is, therefore, “mighty to save” (Psa. 89:19; 
Isa. 63:1). Christ is divine. In this is our as- 
surance of the perfection of his work. 


Yet, again, it was found that this text dis- 
covers to us 


The Amazing Means of Our Redemption— 
“through his blood.” Here is the mystery of 
atonement which the whole Bible—Old and 
New Testament—proclaims. Forgiveness is 
free, yet it is ever conditioned in Scripture 
by an act of reparation to the violated majesty 
and holiness of God, which forms an ade- 
quate ground in the divine procedure for the 
pardon and restoration of the sinner. Jesus is 
a Saviour by atonement—by the perfect sac- 
rifice which he offered of himself for the sin 
of the world (Heb. 9:26; 10:10-12). Sinless 
himself, the Son of God condescented to unite 
himself with us, and take part with us in all 
the liabilities under which our race stood as 
sinner. He was “born under the law” (Gal. 
4:4)—not only under the law in its precep- 
tive aspect, but/under the law as broken and 
violated by human sin. He accepted the lia- 
bilities of this condition, even to the uttermost 


‘extreme of the endurance of a shameful death; 


and in his honoring the righteousness of God 
in his judgment upon sin as only he could, 
he made a perfect atonement for the sin of 
the world (2 Cor. 5:21; Gal. 3:13). In the rite: 
of the Lord’s Supper which he instituted as his 
last act, Jesus taught us that he made his, 
covenant in his blood (Matt. 26:28, etc.). 

Comprised in this verse, once more, 1s the: 
statement of | 
How We Become Possessed of This Blessing | 

of Redemption, 

namely, by being “in” Christ. “In whom.” ' 
These remarkable terms express a relation) 
that holds good of no other but the believer’ 
and Christ. No one man can speak of him-- 
self as being “in” another, or of that other: 
as being “in” him. But the believer is “in” 
Christ. He is united in Christ, on the one: 
hand, as His redeeming Head, by a living) 
faith; Christ 1s united to him, on the other’ 
hand, by his Spirit dwelling in him. He is) 
a member of Christ’s “body” (1 Cor. 12:12,27).. 
This removes a difficulty which may some-: 
times be felt about Christ’s atonement. , 
Christ’s death is not a mere external substi-. 
tution. It is, as old Bernard put it, the Head) 
satisfying for the members. Through this} 
union our sin becomes Christ’s to answer for’ 
it; his righteousness becomes ours to Save Us., 
In words of Beza, commenting on 2 Cor. 5:21; | 
“©. (Christ, “I am Thy. sin;e Dhow agian 
righteousness.” ~ ; 

Thus we are brought back, as at the first, to 

The Great, Eternal Source 
of all the blessings in God’s own unspeakable 
grace: “the riches of his grace.” Not wrath, 
but love, prompted our redemption (John 3:16; 
Rom. 5:8; 1 John 4:10). To God is all the 
glory. 

What a wonder! What a salvation! What 
'blessedness to have it as our own! May every 
reader of this make sure of his own share in 
this priceless possession! 


{ 


A COOL REQUEST. 

A clergyman, after the usual preliminary Sun- 
day morning exercises, commenced his discourse, 
when a gentleman entered the church, and stood 
respectfully and attentively listening inside the 
door. No sooner had the preacher’s eye lighted 
on the newcomer than, dropping the thread of 
his sermon, he said to him: 

“Come in, my friend, come in; we are always 
glad to see those here late who ‘can’t come early.” 

Thus addressed, the unknown individual stepped 
forward, coolly took his seat, and then as coolly 
asked the preacher, “Would you oblige me with 
the text?” 


“Certainly,” was the reply; and the request hav- 
ing been complied with, the sermon proceeded. 


A FITTING CONCLUSION. 
At the opening of a recent term of court ir 
county, Maine, a young clergyman was 
called upon to act as chaplain, who concluded his 
prayer with this supplication: “And finally may 
we all be gathered in that happy land where there 
are no courts, no lawyers, and no judges.” 
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COUNTRY CHURCH DEPARTMENT. 


GEORGE FREDERICK WELLS, EDITOR 
215 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 


The Riraleehurch 


The Department of Church and Country 
Life of the Presbyterian Church has recently 
‘made a survey of eight counties of central 
Pennsylvania, whose Presbyterian churches 
constitute the Presbytery of Huntingdon. The 
population is 124,208, of whom 56 per cent 
reside in villages, and 44 per cent in the open 
country. These eight counties embrace 782 
square miles of a hilly country. 

CHARACTER OF POPULATION. 


The chief occupation is farming, the next, 
coal and iron mining; then there are stone 
quarries, and brick, sand and lime industries. 
There are some foreign people near the mines, 
but the great part of the population is Ameri- 
can. The farmers are largely owners of their 
farms, only 31 per cent being tenants. The 
average farm is 105 acres. Illiteracy is not a 
factor of the problems here, for only 5 per 
cent cannot read and write. 


PROBLEMS AND DEFECTS. 

So the problems and defects of the life in 
these counties are those of typical American 
rural life. Some of these as given by the 
Report of the Rural Survey are: 1 Over-in- 
dividualism—a lack of leadership. 2. A blind 
following' of conservative traditions—no appli- 
cation of science to the tillage of the soil; 

3. Alienation between the town and coun- 
try—the village often boasts “no farmer in 
our church.” 

4. Towns have no market-place to attract 
the farmer—result, farmer has no near market, 
and village has poor food-supply and high 
prices. 

5. Few social centers and. those never in 
the church. 

SOCIAL CENTERS... 

_ The Report says: “In one large town the 
boys of the community petitioned the church 
for rooms in which they could regularly meet, 
‘and were refused. Going down to a side 
“street these boys, the sons of Christian fami- 
lies, hired a dingy room, fitted it up the best 
they could, and organized there a club which 
they managed through one year. At the end 
of that time, the boys were found again on the 
“street uncared for, their social ifistincts neg- 
lected and the exceptional opportunity offered 
to the church unimproved.” 

Concerning the social opportunities of the 
adults, the Report says: ’ 

“The casual meetings of a community are 
much more important than the meetings by 
appointment. The accompanying chart shows 
how wholesome are the tendencies of their 
people since only 4 per cent of the casual 
meetings of the communities are in saloons. 
The largest proportion are in stores. These 
people meet one another almost exclusively 
in places which are the centers of work and 


social character, and the knitting up of ties of 
acquaintanceship, and here the influences of 
leadership are exerted. 

“Tt is unfortunate that the churches in this 
territory have been blind to the importance 
of these social movements of the people. Prac- 
tically none of this casual and unappointed 
meeting of the people is under the roof of a 
church. 


“Would it not be possible for these churches 
to furnish rooms open all through the week, 
especially during the hours when the farmers 
come to town for their ‘trading,’ that these 
farmers might become accustomed to meet at 
the church? The women, especially, of the 
farms should be offered facilities on the church 
property for comfortable and restful leisure 
and meeting with one another. The opening 
for social service here is very great and the 
churches should use it.” 4 


RECREATION. 

The recreations of these communities are 
wholesome and generally morally beneficial. 
But should not the churches in a larger meas- 
ure promote and supervise the recreative life 
of their communities? In 58 per cent of these 
communities the social life is recorded as 
poor, in 27 per cent as fair, in 15 per cent only 
as good. Yet most of the recreations which 
do arise are innocent. 

The writer of the Report recalled a minister 
who, after giving like conditions of healthful 
recreations in his own community, declared: 
“T am known in this community as a man 
opposed to all sports. 

“But recreations are closely connected with 
moral character. What a man does in play 
expresses himself, for there every act is volun- 
tary. 

“The recreations promoted by the churches 
are scarcely worthy to be named. There are 
a few socials and suppers and lectures for the 
raising of money. The prevailing position of 
the churches is austere prohibition modified 
by commercialism.” 

NOTES. 

One day the Editor met the Rev. Howard 
B. Grose, D. D., of Boton. “By the way,’ 
said Dr. Grose, “have you read Dr. Wilson's 
new book, The Church of the Open Country?” 
That has been my pleasure today with deepest 
interest and admiration. I replied: “It’s the 
best country church book yet—with one excep- 
tion.” This book, by Rev. Warren H. Wilson 
of the Presbyterian Board of Home Missions, 
is not primarily for country ministers, but 
what interests young people—as this book 
surely will—is of profit to preachers. It is 
sympathetic, instructive, interesting, construc- 
tive and inspiring. (Missionary Education 
Movement, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York.) 

Did you enjoy reading: “A Very Real 


-trade. These casual meetings have more to 


*do than any other thing with the formation of Country School,” in World’s Work, for Jan- 
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uary, 1912? Which of the things proposed for 
that real school can the readers of the Coun- 
try Church Department inspire their people to 
secure through very real rural and country 
churches? ; 4 
Many well-known ministers, interested in 
the problems of country life, commend highly 
the booklet, “A Social Survey for Rural Com- 
munities.” Among those writing hearty com- 
mendations are Rev. L. C. Barnes, Northern 


/ 


Baptist Field Secretary Home Missions; Rev 
J. O. Ashenhurst, Secretary of Com. on Rura 
Churches of United Pres. Church; Prof. Al- 
bion W. Small, of University of Chicago; 
Prof. E. S. Tipple, Drew Theol. Sem.; Rew: 
Warren H. Wilson, of Pres. Dept. of Countr 
Life; Prof. G. F. Wright, of Oberlin. (This 
pamphlet may be secured at 10 cents per copy. 
$1.00 per dozen, of The Federal Council of 
Churches, 215 Fourth Avenue, New York.) 


The Rural Districts 


REY. 


This pamphlet is the product of the Coast 
Congress of Congregational Churches. At the 
request of its chairman we are glad to publish 
portions of a valuable report which will help to 
acquaint us with conditions on the Pacific Coast. 
(I am sure Mr. King, of North Rakima, Wash- 
ington, known to every reader of The Expositor, 
will be glad to tell any inquirer how the com- 
plete booklet of 16 pages may be secured.—Ed.) 

This paper is in the nature of a human docu- 
ment. It comes in the main from the hearts of 
earnest mem who either have served or are now 
serving as pastors of small churches more or less 
isolated. 

THE ISOLATED CHURCHES. 


The Pacific Coast Congress district embraces 
five states, including a total area of over 500,- 
000 square miles with 500 churches on the list, 
converging in twenty really large centers. Many 
of these churches belong to rural communities, 
and some of them are situated on the outskirts 
of small cities. : 

The isolation of some of these fields is as com- 
plete as one could well imagine. One of our 
brethren writes them: 

“My first parish was thirty miles distant by 
wagon road from the nearest Congregational 
Church; by rail the distance was 75 miles. My 
next nearest Congregational neighbor was 60 
miles away by road and 75 by rail. The pastorate 
preceding my present charge was also isolated. 
My nearest Congregational neighbor was 75 miles. 
My nearest group of neighbors in a large city was 
103 miles! Here, in the seven years we never had 
a visit from a Congregational minister or layman. 
Four times we were visited by state officials, one 
of whom remained over a Sabbath with us.” 

A SUMMARY OF CONDITIONS. 

1. The great majority of our Pacific Coast 
Rural Districts are very generally isolated. 

2. The opportunities for social, intellectual and 
spiritual fellowship are very meager, and the 
tendency is to think and speak in a circle and act 
Ina Cut, 

8. Some of the men are undertaking altogether 
too much work in order to increase their incomes. 
Somes of them are obliged to engage in day labor 
to make ends meet and others engage in business 
agencies for the same. All of this is occasioned 
by the small and inadequate salaries they receive. 

4. Many of the men in these fields feel that 
in their line they are just as capable and just 
as successful as pastors of the larger churches. 
A few of them are inclined, frequently, to think 
that they are not appreciated. Often they feel 
slighted, ignored and forgotten by the men in 
the city fields whom they consider no better and 
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no more successful than themselves. All of the 
smaller pastorates crave recognition, appreciatio 
and real, not pretended, fellowship. 

5. It is generally admitted that there is as 
much sacrifice and service in the country chure 
as there is in the city church. It is a good plac 
to begin a pastorate, but unless there is a chance 
for study and advancement it is not a satisfactory 
means of apprenticeship. It is evident from th 
letters that neither the city nor country pastor 
thoroughly understand each other as a rule, an 
do not, therefore, properly appreciate one another, 
There is, however, a real desire on the part of 
both for a deeper acquaintance. 


6. Another reason why the country charge is 
difficult and discouraging many times is because 
of the lack of efficient helpers and on account 
of the shifting and transient character of popu- 
lation. Strong leaders are needed here to meet 
the condition by filling in the chinks and in train- 
ing workers. 

These six points are made from material fur- 
nished by the pastors themselves. Nothing ha 
been said about the churches as organizations o 
the laymen in these churches. If their story 
should be told, however, it would not differ so 
very much in its general tone. The members of 
country churches and those of city churches do 
not often mingle. I was, myself, pastor of 
church in_a county seat and also had charge of 
country church three miles distant. Only once 
during my three years’ pastorate was I able to 
bring any considerable number of these peopl 
together into one meeting. There were coldness 
and indifference on the part of both congrega- 
tions. They had no real desire to mingle. This 
iS one of the most difficult features of our prob- 
em. | 

A WORD ABOUT THE PEOPLE. | 

I am constrained to call attention to one more: 
characterization of the people with which the: 
rural pastor has to do. I do this, not to the dis-| 
credit of my particular locality, but to bring be-. 
fore you more definitely the problem of the rural] 
pastor. One of. my informants writes on this; 
point thus: 

“The country where I labor was settled largely; 
by people who, if they ever had any morals, have: 
forgotten them. They came here to make money, 
and they did not care how they got it. This; 
stage of the history has passed, but the descend-! 
ants of these people are morally bad.’ | 
HOW TO MEET THE NEEDS: FELLOWSHIP MEETING. 

We will now turn to the constructive side of 
the discussion. All suggestions as before come 
from men on the field who speak out of personal 
experience. Everyone of my correspondents has 
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a partial solution of the problem. One of them 
declares that the isolation felt in the small fields 
cannot be wholly overcome until the country 1s 
more developed and has better: railroad. facili- 


ties; but he proceeds to outline a plant of fellow- 
ship’ meetings. He says: 


“Tell the city men that the crying need of the 
country minister is fellowship. To see some one, 
‘to hear a message, get a handshake, even a good 
growl from some “dyspeptic, disconsolate city 
parson would be mighty inspiring to some over- 
burdened country minister.” His plan is to have 
occasional fellowship meetings in the country 
church. “It does not,” he says, “cost any more 
or take more time for the city men to take a 
‘trip out to some country church and hold their 
“meetings than it costs the country man to go 
into the city nor so- much because entertaining 
is cheaper in the country.’ 


One. of our younger ministers in Washington 
has under his care two small churches several 
miles apart. He has been doing most excellent 
service. Once a year he calls the people of one 
of his parishes together for a convention. He 
invited three ministers within reach to assist 
‘him. These men talked on such subjects as “The 
Church and the Community” and “The Financial 
Problem.” One hundred and fifty of the citizens 
came out, the ladies served a free dinner at 6:30, 
and every one, pastor, church and people, enjoyed 
et, © l-was amazed,” he says, “at the success of 
‘the venture.” After writing me a long list of 
helpful results he concluded, “The pastor forgot 
-his loneliness and four pastors in the associa- 
‘tion who seldom meet came together for a day 
and got acquainted.” 


HOW ONE CITY PASTOR HELPS. 

While out on one of these fellowship errands 
a few weeks ago I was informed by a rural pas- 
tor of a plan that is working splendidly in one 
section of our state. It is very simple but emi- 
nently practical and within the scope of any city 
pastor’s ability. 

The city pastor writes about it thus: 

“Once each month the pastors of this part of | 
the state come to my house for a pastor’s con- 
ference. Some matter of common interest is 
presented for discussion. They all remain at my 
home for luncheon. Arrangements are made 
also for an exchange of books. So far it has 
meant that books from my library have been 
going out to different pastors.” i 

Such work as this can be done by any gen- 
erous, thoughtful city pastor, and is being done 
by some of them. Each man who attends the 
conference pays his own expenses except the 
cost of the lunch. The men who attend this 
meeting gladly take the time and money to ride 
60 or 75 miles for the satisfaction they receive. 

A SUMMARY OF REMEDIES. 

As. a result of these cogitations I may sum- 
marize the proposed plans thus: 

1. Fellowship meetings occasionally held with 
the rural church. 

2. Exchange of pulpits with ‘pastors of the 
smaller churches, the city pastor taking the initi- 
ative. 

3. The adoption by the larger church of a 
definite home missionary church over which it 
is to keep a social and financial watch and care. 

4. The arrangement of vacations so as to pro- 
vide ample fellowship and inspiration for the 
country minister. 


/ 


RURAL CHURCHES IN PENNSYLVANIA 
By permission Warren H. Wilson, Dept. Country Life, Presbyterian Church. 
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Two Hundred Rural Churches 


The general assembly of the United Presby- 
terian Church, at its meeting in May, 1911, ap- 
pointed a permanent committee on rural church 
with Rev. Henry Wallace, D. D., LL. D., of Des’ 
Moines, Ia. as chairman. Under the direction 
of the chairman, a questionaire was sent to more 
than 600 congregations of the United Presby- 
terian Church. Below is a summary of certain 
features of interest selected from the reports of 
200 churches. 


Country Pastors—In these 200 churches, 28 
pastoral chargés are made up of two or three 
congregations, 28 churches were without pastors 
at the time the reports were made. There are 
153 pastors in the list. Of these, 136 were born 
in the country, 133 have had experience in /farm- 
ing; 9 have studied scientific farming; 34 have 
made “some” study of scientific farming. Re- 
garding their attitude toward country life, 12 
said that they have no special interest in country 
life; 139 declared—some with emphasis—that 
they are specially interested in country life; two 
did not answer this question. 


CountRY PARISHES AND CHURCHES—These 200 
churches are located in New York, Vermont, 
Pennsylvania, West Virginia, North Carolina, 
Tennessee, Ohio, Michigan, Indiana, Iowa, Kan- 
sas, Colorado, Missouri, Nebraska, Arkansas, 
Idaho, Washington, California and Ontario, Can- 
ada. 


* Of these churches 81 are in the open country; 
the rest are in hamlets, villages or towns having 
less than 4,000 population. 

Respecting the financial condition of the com- 
munities in which these churches are located, in 
11, the people are poor; in 11 they are poor and 
- well-to-do, in 10, they are poor, well-to-do and 
wealthy; in 3 they are wealthy and in 165, they 
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The accompanying chart shows a portion of Center County, , 
Pennsylvania, in which there. are 16 churches within a circle? 
with a radius of three miles. There are 24 churches within) 
the larger circle having a radius ot four miles. Several other | 
churches are in close proximity, making in all the 29 churches 
shown in this sparsely settled community. 


The Problem of 
53 Rural Communities in Penn. 


124 20S 


Population 
52 167 
Church Members 42% 

72,041 : 
Members of no church | 
58% | | 
36 595 | 
Actuallattending church 
29% | 

87.613 


Not there 71% 


See the Shadow Lengthen! 


y 
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“are well-to-do. 


_In 123 of these comimunities there are few for- 
‘eigners or none. In 28 communities there are 
few tenants or none; 19 per cent of the farmers 
in all these communities are tenants; 60.5 per 
cent of the adult population are members of 
some church and 69 per cent of the children at- 
tend some Sabbath School; 407 men reared in 
‘these churches have entered the ministry. 

_ The mutual relations of the different denom- 
inations in the fields are reported “friendly,” 
“cordial,” “very good,” “co-operating,” “agree- 
able,” etc. 

_ Twenty-nine reports show less favorable rela- 
tions, as “not close,” “nil,” “jealousies,” “pleas- 
ant except ,’ “friendly but aloof,” “rather dis- 
tant,’ “strained,” “but little in common,” etc. 

J. O. ASHENHURsT, Secretary. 


RURAL LIFE IN OKLAHOMA. 


The commission on rural life of Oklahoma 
conference is on its job. Its president, the Rev. 
B. C. Wolf, of Kildare, is keeping the wires hot. 
He reports increasing interest. The work is 
planned and the plans are worked. Mr. Wolf 
writes: 

“Here are a few things that I know about my 
state: Seventy-five per cent of voting popula- 
tion are white and English; 70 per cent of the 
agricultural class are English; 24 per cent of 
population enrolled in common school including 
eighth grade; 5 per cent of population enrolled 
in high school. 

“The children in college whose fathers’ farms 
are worth $5,000 or over, 21 per cent of enroll- 
ment; whose father’s farms are worth less than 
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$5,000, 15 per cefit of enrollment; whose fathers 
do not own farms, income about $2,000, 10 per 
cent of enrollment; whose fathers do not own 
farms, income is less than $2,000 and above 
$1,000, 14 per cent of enrollment. 

“Fifteen per cent of the population are church 
members; 13 per cent of the population are 
Protestant, 2 per cent Catholic; one-third of the 
Protestants are Methodists, the Baptists next, 
they and the Catholics equaling the Methodists; 
average farm, 152 acres, average price per acre, 
$22.50. 


IF HE HAD A BELL-PUNCH. 


No doubt the real attic salt which flavors so 
many bright sayings is generally manufactured 
upon the spot. The flash comes quickly and the 
execution is equally rapid. What could be better 
than the following example of instantaneous 
repartee: 


One Sunday the Asylum Hill Church in Hart- 
ford was short a deacon, and the late Governor 
Jewell took one of the contribution plates and 
passed it around. When the services were over, 
a member (Mark Twain) said: 


“Governor, you should be proud of the con- 
fidence these people repose in you. Now, long as 
I have owned a pew and been a member here, I 
don’t think they would trust me to take up a 
collection.” 


“Oh, yes, they would, Mark; I am sure they 
would—if you had a bell-punch.” 
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, PLANS OF A COUNTRY CHURCH AT DU PAGE, ILL., SHOWING ROOMS FOR SOCIAL 
FEATURES 


351 


LEVERS FOR LIFTING YOUR CHURCH 


INCREASE YOUR PRAYER MEETING 
ATTENDANCE TEN PER CENT WITH 
“ONE HUNDRED PRAYER MEET- 
ING TALKS AND PLANS.” 

We sent out 50 copies of this book 
in one day. I think we will not reprint 
until fall. There remains only one copy 
for each ten subscribers to The Expositor. 
Do you want the copy that is available for 

your group of ten? 


The methods and plans in this book are 
worth the price alone. They are actual, 
not theoretical—have been used with suc- 
cess. Pastors have doubled their prayer 
meeting attendance with these ‘plans, but 
we prefer to be conservative and say that 
ee this book you can increase your 
prayer meeting ten per cent. In addition 
to the methods and plans we have fur- 
nished the best material for devotional 
talks ever put between two book covers— 
excepting the Bible. 


WHAT EDITORS THINK OF “ONE HUN- 
DRED PRAYER MEETING TALKS 
AND PLANS.” 

“No prayer meeting need languish, if the 


pastor will use this book properly.”— 
Zion’s Herald, Boston, Mass. 


“Plans and suggestions for conducting 
the prayer meeting are worthy the pas- 
tor’s close attention.”’—Michigan Christian 
Advocate. 


«* * * mn help to make the prayer meet- 
ing the benefit to the church that it is 
capable of being.’”—Pittsburgh Christian 
Advocate. 


“Classified to the hand and heart of the 
leader, who will be in possession of the 
best helps that we know of when he opens 
this book.”—Religious Telescope. 


“This is a practical dealing with the 
prayer meeting. Pastors will find the vol- 
ume helpfully suggestive.”—Herald and 


Presbyter. 


Re len =|) te ro] . A 
Og soon % <b . : 
own S| oot > aed . . 
= seen pees) od 
J a es A : : 
re) oO 0 ABMs, RS . 
Ra rN os) niet myc : : 
ASE agg § : : 
> U2) Oc aoe wae : 
Us Oral 0 8? BN oe : 
BOs2 s.8° 2 8 : 
Hogs Geek 8 g 
re oe Gna qq : 
PASE) OC He Aa) 6 (Oy 3 
m™ uhm oe q 5 
SETS Seen OF > 
n 
n SHo soe SS 
hes tees tl so oer re 
Ue wo 
AS Se SEs of & 
Be eee 2 tion he ei 
iss} ~ =) oa =~ 
BOO FOL o Bates 
Se Ore alias O) Ole ao B 
= a o s “= 6 
ino BHO4 0, 2 
Aor Use Slo eo 
Pr Ga Faeeeae oo : 
SiO A Oy Kh O Lo a 
4e) ~~ a 
MA Seng Ses o we = 
Ogun saA® i Oo us) 
a = Ep OV SS Gc pe ene us 
OP aks aL HAR ah oe pe eh o> ese 
A, oe ee cdg GES HeAES OD) bet g 
OF ABE NE Looe OB a 
ctl PD Nolet =| ee a 9 i 


OPPORTUNITIES—SIGN THEM NOW. 


“THE PASTOR HIS OWN EVANGELIST.” 

We have sold 3,000 the first year of its 
publication. Our shipment the second day 
after Christmas was 125. We have a copy 
here for you, if you speak quickly for it, 
but we do not want to make another 
printing until October. 

Are you going to have special services 
in your church? Yes! Surely you will not 
let the opportunity pass. Are you going 
to call an evangelist? There aren’t enough 
to go around, and besides, while the evan- 
gelist may hatch the inquirers out, you 
will have to raise them, and this book will 
help you do that. But if you are going to 
conduct your own special servieds, you 
can’t afford to do without this book if it 
cost $10 instead of $2. 

I want every one of these books to be 
working during the next 60 days. It will 
double the results of your special meet- 
ings, and I want each book on our shelves 
to do that this year, not next. 

If you are disappointed in the book send 
it back, and we will credit the charge. 


WHAT PASTORS THINK OF IT, 
The Best Book of Its Kind, 

“I consider it the best book of its kind, 
and had it been twice the price, I should 
not have hesitated a moment in adding it 
to my library.’—L. A. Spooner, Moody Bi- 
ble Institute, Chicago, Ill. 


“The book is up-to-date and worth dou- 
ble the price.’”—Rev. A. G. Adriance, Argo, 
Ind. 


“Would not be without it for five times 
the price.’—Rev. R. M. Kiernan, Hornick, 
Iowa. 


“Magnificent work truly. Revival fires 
ought to spring up in every zone. No ex- 
ecuse now if men remain ‘dead in trespasses 
and in sins.” Churches ought to become ua 
tongue of fire for God, and souls in peril.” 
—Rev. George H. Lockhart, Carver, Mass. 


“J am very much pleased with the book. 
It has meant much to me in the five days 
I have had it.”—M, M. Hauser, Greensburg, 
Pa. 


with order and $1 per month for four months. 
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_ Every careful pastor will take this month to 
prepare for Easter, which comes this year on 
April 7. It is, perhaps, a bit early, but the best 
results are derived from careful preparation. A 
children’s class may well be started now, looking 
forward to Easter as a proper time to join the 
church. 


A careful survey of the parish may reveal a 
number of adults who would unite with the 
church at that time if properly encouraged. Now 
is the time to push in use some good follow-up 
system. It is to be hoped that every one of our 
pastors may see a large number of accessions to 
his church this coming Easter. 


* OK Xx 


We wish to urge the brethren to put us on 
their mailing lists. Send us copies of your 
printed matter. It is of utmost importance to the 
editor of this department. He desires to keep up 
with the times and in order to do so and be of 
help to the pastors he must have the heartiest kind 
of co-operation from you. 


We need a few short articles on money raising. 
How do you secure your funds? Tell us your 
method and we will tell some troubled brother 
in such a way that he will receive immediate help. 

* * * 

We have had several requests from our readers 
to furnish addresses of men referred to in our 
method articles. This is difficult to do. Such 
addresses are always furnished in the article 
printed if known. Many pastors still send out 
their printed matter without the imprint of. city 
or state. For this reason we are often compelled 
to use a method without knowing where it comes 


from. 
KOR OK 


Send everything in the line of methods to E. A. 
King, 4 South Sixth street, North Yakima, Wash- 
ington. 


PREACH ON CHINA. 


There has never been a better opportunity to 
press home upon the masses of people the value 
ind results of Christian missions than now. China 
iS awakening from an age-long sleep, and the 
wrousing is tremendous. No matter what the out- 
some may be in the future, China can never be 
he same again. 

The revolution is on, a republic is evidently the 
lestined form of government, and western civil- 
zation is winning its way. The long period of 
arnest and faithful missionary effort is now de- 
ermining the trend of China’s religion and mor- 
lity. Four hundred million people are involved. 


Just now every newspaper carries items about 
china, and the people are familiar with the pres- 
nt situation. The pastor who is wise will read 
ip on the history of the country and study mis- 
ionary achievements there. He can then preach 
owerful sermons, win large audiences, and drive 
ome the missionary principle. 

Every denominational missionary board, having 
york in China, will furnish literature and lan- 
ern slides. All the minister has to do is to 
rasp the opportunity and utilize it. 


E, A. KING, EDITOR, 


-—s METHODS OF CHURCH WORK 


NO. YAKIMA, WASH. 


HOW SIX CHURCHES REALLY FEDER- 
ATED. 


We print the following letter from Rev. Geo. 
T. Arnold, of Minneapolis, Kansas, because it is 
so clear and pointed and illustrates how the “Ex- 
positor” is trying to aid pastors everywhere: 

“T take the Expositor and the ‘other’ leading 
homiletic magazine for preachers. I get more 
from the Expositor than from the other, because 
of your Method Department. 

“The large cities are having federation move- 
ments and coming to this place from a city of 
112,000, I could see no reason why it could not 
have unity instead of friction among the churches. 
Although a newcomer here, I was instrumental 
in organizing a Ministers’ Federation, and we 
are really federated. We held union church meet- 
ings during the Sunday evenings of summer. The 
town has no suitable park or auditorium so we se- 
cured the use of the court house lawn and erected 
temporary seats for the months of July and 
August. At present we plan for union tent meet- 
ings. If any one had said six months ago that 
the ministers and churches would co-operate as 
they are now doing he would have been called 
visionary. If there is any place on earth where 
federation is needed it is in the small towns. 


“The best thing that has been done in this town 
religiously has been the taking of a religious can- 
vass. We all know about the canvass a church 
may make in its own behalf, but we have in- 
augurated a new kind, at least in the way it was 
operated. I noticed what you had to say in the 
August Expositor, page 591, regarding ‘The Re- 
ligious Canvass.’ 

“There are six ministers here in our Federation, 
and we decided to take the canvass ourselves 
rather than have the Ladies’ Aid or special com- 
mittees do it. The Apostolic method was decided 
on and we went two and two. There are three 
wards so the Episcopal man and the Lutheran 
canvassed the first ward, the Methodist and the 
United Brethren man the second ward. and the 
Baptist and Presbyterian pastors had the third 
ward, 

“We all went into homes we could never have 
entered otherwise, or at least never would have 
entered. We discovered people belonging to out 
congregations we would not have found out for a 
long time otherwise. We found many people who 
belonged to our respective denominations—some- 
where else, and who had their letters in trunks. 

“The Episcopal man ran across an old couple 
who were from England and preferred the Epis- 
copal Church, but who did not know that there 
was an. Episcopal Church in this town, although 
thev had been here two-years. 

“Tn this canvass we did not try to urge people 
to change, or to join the church; we simply took 
the data on which we shall work for changes 
especially that of changing from the denomination 
of ‘No church or Sunday School relationship’ to 
some connection somewhere. 

“The cards will be the private pronerty of 
the Ministers’ Federation and be on file in the sec- 
retary’s care. Each minister will be free to con- 
sult and copy any or all cards, but this privilege 
will be denied ‘book agents.’ The reason we do 
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not apportion the cards to the man who is pastor 
of the people of a given denomination is that 
there are some families that are divided, and 
besides it will give us the opportunity of know- 
ing when some disgruntled person comes around 
because of trouble in his home church. ' 

“The danger of unintentional or unconscious 
proselyting will be avoided. Going two and two 
people are aware that we are not seeking to get 
them into our particular church. We announced 
in the local paper that we would be around the 
following week to take the canvass, and in most 
homes we were expected and in all we were wel- 
come guests. 

“We did pastoral work as we went along. 
Where we found sickness we ‘prayed with the 
sick’ and in many homes we were asked to come 
in and pray. A number of people said jokingly 
that we must be Free Methodists or Mormons 
for they were the only folks that they knew of 
who went out two and two. 

“Tt is a good method of works. We have used 
it here very successfully. Next year we plan to 
do it over and take different wards. Thus in 
three years every minister will have been in every 
home in the town -irrespective of denomination 
and every home in the town visited by at least 
two of the local ministers.” 


NEW USE OF AN OLD RHYME. 
| We have heard the old rhyme “What kind of a 
church would this church be if every church mem- 
ber were just like me” until it has lost its point; 
but Rev. George H. Coman, of Breckenbridge, 
Michigan, has put it to a new use and made it 
really effective. We think it of sufficient value to 
reproduce here. It can be used at any time of 
the year, and the idea adapted to any depart- 
ment work: 
What Kind of a Church would My Church be, if 

all of its Members were Just Like Me? 
Dear Fellow Workers: 

We are entering upon another year of labor 
for the Master as pastor and people. In looking 
back over the year just ended we realize we have 
great reason for thankfulness to Almighty God. 
It has been a very satisfactory year in many re- 
spects. We trust nevertheless that the year upon 
which we are entering may prove still more satis- 
factory. 

To this end we are appealitig to every member 
of our church to exert themselves to do all and 
everything possible for the success of the work. 
We need and earnestly desire the hearty co-oper- 
ation of every member of the church. If we do 
not help each other we are likely to hinder both 
ourselves and the others. Let us then for Christ’s 
sake, be “workers together. with him.” (2 
Gori6i:1')) 

; You Can. Greatly Assist. 

First—In earnest prayer for God’s blessing on 
your heart, for the Spirit’s baptism upon every 
member of our church, for the salvation of sin- 
ners and for your pastor. (Eph. 6:19-20.) “The 
effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man avail- 
eth much.” (Jas. 5:16.) 

Second.—You can greatly assist in as regular 
attendance as possible upon our stated means of 
ee ups preaching services—Bible school— 

hristian Endeavor and weekly prayer i 
(Heb. 10:25.) tae 

Third—You can greatly assist in giving in- 
formation to me, of any who should have pastoral] 


attention, who are sick, strangers in our village, 
strangers to the house of God, those concerned 
about their soul’s salvation. By giving informa- | 
tion to your non-church going neighbors. Per- 
sonally invite them to our church services, get 
their children for our Bible school. By giving 
a hearty welcome to the stranger or visitor at 
church, speak to him or her while at church and 
invite them to come again. Learn all you can about 
them and inform the pastor. (Psa. 126:6.) | 
Fourth.—You can greatly assist by giving of. 
your means. To the regular work of the church 
and to the missionary and benevolent enterprises 
of the church. (Mal. 3:10); (1 Cor. 16:2); (2 
Cor. 9 :6-7.) : 
“May the peace of God which passeth all un- 
derstanding, keep your heart and mind in the 
knowledge and love of Christ Jesus.” 
Fraternally your pastor. 


INTERESTING THE BOYS AND GIRLS. 

Rev. L. W. Hainer, D. D., pastor of the Cal- 
vary Baptist Church, Norristown, Pa. has con- 
ducted two very interesting services, one for 
boys and one for girls. They were held Sunday 
evenings, and were called, “Girls’ Night” and 
“Boys’ Night.” “Girls’ Night” was held first, 
and a week later the service was devoted to the 
boys. 

Attractive announcements were printed, one of 
which is reproduced here. A special speaker 
was provided, but everyone in the parish was 
invited. Such services may very easily be held in 
any church. It is especially appropriate during 


the present campaign of the Men and Religion — 


Forward Movement. 


The program for the “Boys’ Night” is as fol-_ 


lows: 


BOYS’ NIGHT 


AN INTERESTING AND UNIQUE SERVICE AT 


CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH 


Haws Avenue and Marshall Street 


SUNDAY EVENING 
DECEMBER 18, 1910 


L. W. HAINER 


Pastor 


A SPLENDID PROGRAM ALL BY THE BOYS 


Ail the boys, old and young, 
And all their boy friends, 
Are most cordially invited, 
And expected to attend. 


& & 


Boys will do the ushering, 
Boys will do the speaking, 
Boys will furnish the music, 
Boys will furnish the song. 


We have had our “Old Folks’ Day,” 
We have had our “Children’s Day,” 
We have had our “Mothers’ Day,” 
We have had our “Girls’ Day,” 


We will now have our “Boys’ Day.” 


& 


& 


While this is a service for the boys and by the boys, everybody 
is invited. Mothers, fathers, sisters, brothers, all come. 


Mr. Wilkinson, one of Philadelphia's leadiae business men, will 
deliver the address. 
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a THE OFFICERS’ COUNCIL. 
- Many churches have found that the officers’ 
counci! or church cabinet is a splendid thing. 
Once a month or once a quarter all of the officers 
of the church, together with the heads of de- 
partments meet together for prayer and discus- 
sion of the year’s work. Frequently this meeting 
closes with a half hour’s social, in which light re- 
freshments are served. 

_ Whether you make this meeting a regular fea- 
ture of the work of the church or not, you can 
well plan to have one such meeting early in Sep- 
tember. In some way get out every officer and 
each of the heads of departments. After a short 
devotional service take up the different depart- 
ments of the church life, such as the Sunday 
School and the Christian Endeavor, and prayer- 
fully discuss plans and aims. Before the meet- 
ing closes have your definite plans for the prayer 
meeting, the social life, the Sunday evening serv- 
ives, adopted by the meeting. 

_ To thoughtfully consider what you can do as 
a church will greatly help in making the year a 
happy and a blessed one. After you have adopted 
the plan for the fall campaign in the Sunday 
School, the Christian Endeavor, and the church, 
make sure that every member knows what the 
plans are and that he or she has some part in the 
carrying out of the plans. Then patiently and 
prayerfully work the plan. 

There will be difficulties. 

will be mountains to.climb. The Lord’s work is 
mever easy. Be persevering. Work your plan. 
Live a life of prayer and in the end, however 
great the difficulties, success will be yours. He 
who says, “Go ye therefore” is the one to whom 
all power and authority hath been given.—Rocky 
Mountain Congregationalist. 


TALKS ON JESUS. 
The Character of Jesus. 
The Greatness of Jesus. 
The Universality of Jesus. 
The Masterhood of Jesus. 
- The Divinity of Jesus. 


A GOOD ITEM FOR YOUR CHURCH 
BULLETIN. 
- The. following is taken from “The Tabernacle 
Tidings,” a weekly bulletin published by the Tab- 
ernacle Baptist Church, Minneapolis, Minn. Such 
hits of suggestion should often be brought to the 
attention of the people: 
What it Means not to Give. 
Experience and observation show that it is a 
dangerous thing not to give constantly and gen- 
erously. Those who have been withholding their 
gifts or diminishing them have grown critical, un- 
happy and self-centered. They themselves have 
been the greatest sufferers by their withholding. 
As certainly as the stream which does not flow 
on and out becomes stagnant and a public peril, 
so the life which hoards and holds becomes a 
source of unpleasantness to others and to itself. 
Selfishness tends rapidly to narrowness, unhap- 
piness and meanness. } ; 
There is no safety for any human being but in 
giving. If our giving is out of proportion to 
what we are receiving we will be the greatest 
sufferers. A sweet, contented, honored old age 
comes to generous lives. It is not what we save 
at makes us right, but what we give-—Immanuel 
Bantict Messenger, Chicago. 


There are and always 


MAKING THE MOST OF AN EVANGEL- 
/ ISTIC CAMPAIGN. 


During the revival meetings people become in- 
terested in the church. Pastors may conserve the 
results of this interest by using blanks like the 
following. These were used in Tacoma, Wash- 
ington, in connection with the Gipsy Smith re- 
vival. A pastor told the writer that the best re- 
sults to his church have come by the use of this 
pledge: 


Church Attendance Campaign. 


To assist in the “Follow-up” work of the 
Gipsy Smith Revival, I agree to attend at least one 
service each Sabbath, as far as possible, at the 
church of my choice, during January, February 
and March, 1912. 


Member of _. 
(GRUCCHE PF Cleven Ce: 6 PI he ae re ee 
No. Children in family ___ ... No. in Sunday School _ . 

——owSSB06060606000 


Turning from all past sins, and trusting in the 
Lord Jesus Christ for salvation, I do hereby decide, 
God helping me, to henceforth lead a Christian 
life. This Ido freely, fully and forever. 


TI desire to unite with the 


ADVERTISING CHURCH ACTIVITIES. 


Plymouth Church, Cleveland, Ohio, has made 
a splendid attempt to meet the needs of the down 
town community. It put out the following 
straightforward, succinct announcement some time 
ago that its business-like presentation of its ac- 
tivities attracted much attention. It is as fol- 
lows: 

Some Things That Plymouth Church is Doing. 

1. It maintains a Men’s Forum which meets 
on Sunday afternoons for the discussion of moral, 
civic and religious questions, and is largely at- 
tended. 

2. It has a Young Women’s Club of forty 
young women from the country who are employed 
in the city and living in the boarding houses in 
this vicinity. They meet for supper at the church 
once a week. ? 

3. It provides a Sabbath School for the China- 
men of Cleveland, with an efficient corps of 
teachers. 

4. It has a Mothers’ Club with a large mem- 
bership which holds a unique position in the 
church’s activities and has a large place among 
the social forces in the neighborhood. ‘ 

5. It conducts an extensive Boys’ Work, in- 
cluding battalion drill and classes in carpentering, 
printing, free-hand drawing, reading, etc. Dur- 
ing the summer a camp is usually maintained, 
where special advantages are given the hoys -for 
military drill. 
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6. It provides for the Social Improvement of 
the young people of the neighborhood by means 
of ,socials, banquets, receptions and events of 
various kinds. It also is arranging a singing class 
with opportunity for private musical instruction. 

7, It is upholding the Traditions of a great 
historic church in the maintenance of religious 
services, Sabbath School, young people’s meetings, 
etc., and the department, agencies of an active, 
aggressive church. j 

8. It is adjusting itself to the Needs of this 
rapidly increasing population of a young life and 
becoming more and more a regenerating agency 
at the city’s center. 


COMMUNITY CHURCH CANVASS. 


The United Presbyterian Church, of North 
Yakima, Washington, has undertaken a house-to- 
house canvass of the territory tributary to the 
church, with the purpose of ascertaining the facts 
as to church attendance and giving an invitation 
to attend the services of the church. 

This is the beginning of an aggressive cam- 
paign for the extension of the influence of the 
church in the community. This is a very useful 
plan of work that may be employed in any subur- 
ban district. 


A GROCERY STORE IN THE CHURCH. 


Rev. Madison C. Peters, of New York, has 
opened a grocery store as a part of the church’s 
work among the poor. It is the beginning of a 
campaign against the high cost of living. Other 
stores are to be opened later if this one proves 
successful. 


“T would like,” he said, “to start a store where 
the people could come and buy as they would 
if the farmer’s wagons were lined up for them 
in a market—where they could escape the un- 
reasonable profits of the grocer and the rapacious 
middleman.” 

Out of the pastor’s own pocket will come the 
initial cost of laying ina stock. For the present 
the store will be open only from 10 o’clock to 
noon on Wednesday and Saturday. 


MAKING THE COMMUNION AN OCCA. 
SION FOR COVENANT RENEWAL. 

Rey. Fred E. Stockton, pastor of the Baptist 
Church of Madison, South Dakota, uses the fol- 
lowing “Communicant’s Token :” 

The wording is significant. He distributes these 
at the service and those who are willing to do so 
sign them and hand them in. This is unique in 
that the card is used to register the purpose of 
every sincere disciple of ‘Christ to continue 
steadfast in His service. Mr. Stockton tells us 
that he pays $2.25 per thousand for these cards. 


..Communicant’s Token... 


This do in remembrance of Me.—I. Cor., 11:24. 


BOUOU CO SUODCUOCOOUDOO COO OODUCOCCCOCUC RCC OGRSCK OGRE cr rac: 


teens 


I wish this day to register my steadfast purpose 
to be faithful to my covenant with God and his 
POOPIE, vee (Write word ‘Yes,’’) 


ONE WAY TO RAISE MONEY FOR _ 
MISSIONS. | 


the school and 
children. 


LOOKING FOR THE EASTER DAWN. 


Easter comes early this year. The Sunday of 
the resurrection comes April 7th. Of course you 
are making your plans and expecting a blessing 
Some suggestions may be a help to you in making 
this the best Easter time you and your churc 
have ever known. 


1. Make it your aim to master Matthew’s Story 
of the Christ. Read the twenty-eight chapters of 
his gospel until you know them. Each year of 
your life should be remembered in connectio 
with the study and the mastery of some Bible 
book. This is the year for you to master Mat- 
thew’s story of the Christ. More than any other 
gospel writer does he give the words of Jesus: 
This gospel mastered will be a fitting preparatio 
for the observance of Holy Week in your home 
and, in your church. 


2.. Decision or Witnessing Day in the Sunda 
School. Begin now to work and pray toward 
the end of getting the boys and girls to be 
definitely pledged to the Christ and Christian 
living. Plan this year for thorough work. Tod 
often the work is all but worthless because sa 
superficial. We need to be far more careful and 
thorough in all of our work for the Christ. Maku 
sure that you have the right foundation and then 
you can build for the years to come. FEither 
through personal interviews, special classes or in 
some other way make sure of definite and de- 
cided consecrations. 


3. Your plans for the Easter reception of 
members should be well in hand. Are you going 
to have a special evangelistic effort? Few times 
in the year are better than the two weeks  pre- 
ceding Easter. Get your church aroused, ask 
some brother pastor to help and then go forward 
to realize the command in Luke 14:23. 

When our churches are as enterprising and as 
earnest as some other organizations we will begin 
to have as large and as blessed results. Why 
not make it your aim to in some way bring the 
Christ message to every man, woman and child 
in your community. In His strength and bless- 
ing you can do it. | 


Perhaps you have need just now to daily make 
your own the disciples’ prayer. “Lord increase 
our faith.’ The Great Shepherd is ready to ga 
after the lost sheep of your parish. Are you 
ready to go with him? If you do not have special 
evangelistic meetings you will find a blessing in 
meeting together each evening of the week pre- 
ceding Easter and reading the record of the 
events of that particular day in his life. Make it 
a family prayer gathering. Read the Scripture 
passages and then close with a season of quiet 
waiting upon God.—Selected. 
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GOOD SERMON TOPICS. 

_.Rev. Geo. M. Brown, pastor of First M. E. 

‘Church, Bridgeport, Conn., has been preaching on 

the following topics: 

- “Brain Building, or Growing an Intellect.” 

_ “Memory Making, or The Art of Recollecting.” 
“A Study of Values, or What are you Worth?” 
“How to Keep Young, or Years Without 

Wrinkles.” : 


A GOOD EMPLOYMENT FOR EARNEST 
MEN TEMPORARILY OUT OF EM- 
PLOYMENT. 

_ Many earnest men and women temporarily out 
of employment have engaged in “book mission- 
ary” work, have done well and enjoyed their 

experience. 

An important advantage of this work is, that it 
may be taken up for a brief period and dropped 
gain without inconvenience or loss of stock -or 
capital. 
_ Such a work, pursued on any field, would prove 
a most valuable auxiliary to the work of the 
churches in the neighborhood—especially in reach- 
ing the “unreachable” with the Gospel in print. 
The attention of persons unable to devote their 
entire time to any employment is desired for 
“book missionary” work, which may be under- 
taken under most flexible conditions. 
_ No doubt there are pastors who have such men 
and women in their parishes. If so it would help 
hem to advance the gospel if they would com- 
municate with the Bible Institute Colportage As- 
ociation, 828 La Salle Avenue, Chicago. 


SOUL WINNERS CARD. 

Many of our churches will be holding evangel- 
istic meeting this month. It is important that 
men and women enlist as personal workers. It is 
always helpful to have an organized: band of 
workers that will meet for prayer and study, and 
iin order to induce them to join, a pledge of some 
ind is usually necessary. 

The following pledge prepared and printed by 
Joseph E. Bausman, 542 E. Girard avenue, Phila- 
delphia, is attractive, cheap and useful. We 
ecommend this because it will help many a pastor 
nd provide a much better card that he could 
fford to have printed in his home town: 


Soul GHinners League 


the that winneth souls is wise— Proverbs 11:30 


N the name of our Lord and Saviour Jésus 

Christ, I agree to select one unconverted 

person, and for one year do all in my 
power to lead him or her, to Jesus, I will 
pray each day for the person so chosen 


PURI G2 ga taser cinta conta 


Note—If you join the league, please inform the pastor, when the person 
selected is converted, tell the pastor and choose another 


. THE IDEAL FOR CHURCH LIFE. 

_ The following splendid advice to the churches 
of a western state is applicable anywhere. The 
denomination in mind is Congregational, but the 
ideas involved are not at all sectarian. In view 
of the fact that this advice is given to the 
Churches, it will do pastors good -to read it: 


/ 

The ideal church is a missionary:church. ‘That, 
almost goes without saying. Because it lacks 
the missionary spirit, many a church is dying. 
There are six successive steps leading up to the 
making of an ideal church. Read them. Think 
and pray about them. Then do your part toward 
making them living realities in your church. The 
steps are in order: 


1. Geta Missionary Pastor. Unfortunately 
some pastors are not missionary. Occasionally 
you find a pastor who is very much like some 
church officers. He cannot ask others to give be- 
cause he has not given himself. In a real sense 
the pastor is the key man. In most churches 
practically everything hinges upon the pastor. If, 
however, you have a pastor who lacks the mis- 
sionary spirit you can help by your prayers and 
your example. A few devoted Christians may 
make over even a poor pastor. 


2. Adopt the Apportionment at the Annual 
or Some Regularly Called Meeting of the 
Church. Your committee and your church of- 
ficers can go forward with assurance when they 
have the vote of the church back of them. Let 
the apportionment plan be fully explained and 
discussed in the meeting, before the vote is taken. 
Do not, however, let some trustee who is only half 
Christian determine the vote. 

When the vote is taken be sure that you vote 
as Christians, as men of faith, as followers of that 
Christ who made the supreme command of his 
life, “Go ye therefore and make disciples of all 
the nations.” 

3 Elect or Appoint a Benevolence Commit- 
tee. The number of this committee will be 
determined by the size of the church, 3, 5, or 7. 
It is a good thing to have this committee sub- 
divided. Let one represent the American Board, 
one the Home Missionary Society, etc. All 
through the year the American Board member 
of the committee will in a special way care -for 
American Board interests. He will thoroughly 
post himself as to American Board work and 
do all in his power to interest others in the work 
of the board. From time to time he will give 
out tracts, interest his fellow church members in 
good articles on the American Board work and in 
a general way act as the representative of the 
board in his church. In the same way another 
member of the committee will represent the Home 
Missionary Society. Each member of the com- 
mittee will have his special society. 

4. Adopt the Weekly Offering System. 
This up-to-date church uses the duplex envelope. 
Where the duplex system cannot be used it will be 
possible to put in the weekly offering for missions. 
Plain manilla envelopes can quickly be stamped 
“Apportionment.” In all of your plans empha- 
size the weekly pledge. In most churches it will 
amount to about two postage stamps a week—less 
than a street car fare or a soda drink. There 
are few who cannot make this small sum if it 1s 
put on the weekly basis. The churches which 
fail are usually those in which nothing is done 
about the apportionment until well on in the year. 
Begin January 1st and emphasize the weekly 
pledge, and you will have done much in the way 
of insuring success. 

5. Put Through the Every Member Canvass. 
Here your timid trustee, who is at best only half 
Christian, will stand in the way. He will have 
a thousand objections. “It will injure the cur- 
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rent expense fund.” As a matter of course, it al- 
ways helps and never hinders the current ex- 
penses of the church. “It will drive people away. 

People are not driven away because the church 
and its members are too enterprising and too 
Christlike. They do go away when the church 
lacks enterprise. Everyone recognizes the effort 
in a missionary way as being Christian. Many a 
church will have life when the apportionment 
plan is pushed. Let there be faithful work in, 
this every member canvass and you will be ‘sur- 
prised at the result. 

6. Plan for an Educational Campaign 
Which Shall run all Through the Year. The 
ideal church has one prayer meeting a month 
devoted to missions. It is always the most in- 
teresting meeting of the month. It also has one 
Sunday service a month with a rousing mission- 
ary sermon. Once your pastor is aroused he will 
preach his best sermon of the month for this 
service. Then there will be missionary study 
classes, missionary programs in the Sunday 
School, an effort to interest every member in 
“The Missionary Herald” and “The American 
Missionary,” anything to give the information 
which feeds the missionary fire. 


FOR THE RURAL PASTOR. 


The writer has,served as pastor in a few coun- 
try charges, but he was unconscious of any scien- 
tific method of studying these fields. Since then 
there has arisen a splendid series of methods for 
getting at the facts in any rural community life. 
Every country pastor should be conversant with 
these tools with which to work. 

No one has contributed more to the helpful so- 
lution of this work than our colleague, George 
Frederick Wells, editor of the “Country Church 
Department” of the Expositor, and professor of 
the Department of Christian Sociology in Drew 
Theological Seminary. 

He has prepared an elaborate pamphlet entitled 
“A Social Survey for Rural Communities,” con- 
taining 23 printed pages. It sets before the read- 
er the exact rural problem from the standpoint of 
the church, and tells how the church may study 
the community and learn what kind of work 
needs to be done. The pamphlet sells for ten cents 
and may be had by addressing Professor Wells 
at Room 512, 150 Fifth avenue, New York City. 


A VETERAN PASTOR’S EXPERIENCE. 

We were talking the other day with a man who 
has spent a long life in the ministry. At present 
he is on the retired list, but his ministerial career 
was a notable success. He talked with us about 
his methods of evangelism. 

He says that he has conducted such services in 
three days, viz: Personal evangelism, pastoral 
evangelism and professional evangelism. In the 
first instance he conducted the meeting himself. 
In the second case a brother pastor came and 
spent a few weeks with his church, and the third 
method was the employment of an evangelist and 
singer. 

The best results came, he says, from the use 
of the first method. The converts were altogether 
of a better sort and their transformation of char- 
acter more permanent. In the professional re- 
vival many people were caught up by the enthus- 
iasm only to drop back when the excitement was 
over. 


This testimony of a man who has for so man 
years served the churches is worth considerin 


confidence in him. 
and helps the church permanently. ‘ { 

We know of a community that, through its min 
isters, has planned for a series of tabernacle meet 
ings by a professional evangelist. The people 0: 
the churches are asking why the pastors havq 
engaged a professional evangelist to take thet: 
work out of their hands? They say the ide 
way would be for the pastors to combine in 
series of meetings and conduct their own re 
vival. This is food for thought and may sugges 
to some of our readers a month’s special service 
in their own churches with themselves as evan 
gelists. 4 

(This is in line with Dr. Goodell’s suggestion 
in his book, “Pastoral and Personal Evangelism.) 
Revell, $1.00 and in Barton’s book, “The Pasto) 
His Own Evangelist.” F. M. Barton Co., $2.0 
The latter contains materials for eighteen serv 
ices and methods that have resulted in from 2¢ 
to 30 new members where these services have 
been used. ———— 

MAKE YOUR OWN EASTER 
SOUVENIRS. 

By the time the Expositor reached you this 
month it will be time to lay plans for Lenter 
and passion week services and design your Easte? 
printing. - | 

More and more pastors are preparing their owt 
printed devices. We wish to suggest that illus: 
trations are of very great interest at this season 
of the year. Send to Goodenough & Waglom Co) 
122 Nassau street, New York, for an electro 0) 
“Christ in Gethsemane’ and have your loca: 
printer run off as many prints as you need. Cu: 
them in the form of a cross as follows and past¢ 
them on your program. It will give it a richnes: 
that is surprising, and people will carefully pre: 
serve the advertising. 

If you use a church calendar it can be mad¢ 
more than ordinarily attractive in this manner 
The supply house mentioned above will send you 
a catalog of their “cuts.” They cost, usually, 7 
cents each, postage added. We have used thes¢ 
with the greatest satisfaction. 


SERMONS ON HAPPINESS. 

Rev. W. S. Steensma, Chassell, Mich., has beet 
preaching on the following themes: 
The Secret of True Happiness. | 
The Happiness of Poverty. | 
The Happiness of Suffering. 
The Happiness of Religion. | 
The Happiness of Purity. | 
The Happiness of Persecution. 

| 


LIMIT OF SPLAT sIN DEAS: 
Bishop Williams, of Connecticut, is believe 
to be responsible for the following. Once upon : 
time two old Texas rangers, who had just helpe 
bury a neighbor, were talking about religion, an 
one asked the other how pious he thought it wa 
possible for a man to get in this world, if he wa 
in real earnest. 

“Wa’al,” said the other, reflectively, “I thin! 
ef a man gets so ’t he can swop steers or trad 
hosses without lyin’, ’at he’d better pull out for th 
better Jand afore he has a relapse.” 
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“Preparing to Preach,” by David ‘R. Breed, 
seorge H. Doran Co., 1911. Black cloth, pp. 
445, $2.00. 


Here is a book worth reading. Every preacher 
who can should read the book. It is divided 
nto three parts, the first relating to the pastor 
as student, the second, the pastor as preacher, 
nd the third on the various kinds of sermons. 
Pastors as a rule do not read such books often 
jenough. 


It becomes more and more apparent that print- 
fer’s ink is being used in churches today as never 
before. Many pastors throughout the United 
{States and Canada, even as far as Australia, are 
beginning to see the advantage of placing before 
their people their own church publication. It 
is very fortunate that in these days of intense and 
junited effort of the churches the matter of issu- 
mg such publications has been made comparatively 
easy and inexpensive. We know of a pastor who, 
for twenty years served as a minister of the gos- 
pel in different parts of the country and, finding 
in publishing a little paper of his own how much 
good could be accomplished through it, not only 
jamong his own church people but also with the 
junchurched masses, decided to give up the active 
astorate in order to make it possible for other 
pastors to take up the work in a co-operative way. 
{And pastors, as usual on the alert for anything 
that might help them in their labors, have taken 
up the work all over the country. We would ad- 
jvise pastors to communicate with the In- 
terdenominational Press, 415 South Sixth street, 
Minneapolis, Minn.; who will cheerfully furnish 
ll information and send samples of their work. 


_ We have a few bound volumes of volumes 
4 and 5 of The Expositor. These are getting 
scarce and are splendid value for the money. 
Each volume contains 800 illustrations, 60 
sermons, methods, material for special occa- 
Sion sermons, ete. They are $2 each, or for 
$3.50 we will send the two volumes, postpaid. 
FE. M. Barton, Caxton Bldg., Cleveland, O. 


A reviewer in the New York Nation illus- 


trates his own comments on a certain new 
volume of essays by a story that is worth put- 
ting into circulation. Three hearers, he says, 
of the admired Dr. X., were talking in the 
vestibule after the sermon. “We must admit,” 
remarked the first, “that the doctor dives deep- 
er into his subject than any other preacher.” 
“Yes,” said the second, “and stays under long- 
er.” “And comes up drier,” added the third.— 
Western Christian Advocate. 


STRANGERS 1 sour congregation should be 
MET AND HELD 


We have a practical plan which is being successfully used. 
Send 10 cents for plan and help to reach 10 strangers. 


Particular Publishing Co. 
, 48 Springfield Ave., Schenectady, N. Y. 
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BE YOUR OWN 
EVANGELIST . 


ILLUSTRATE YOUR SERMONS BY THE USE OF 


LONG’S PULPIT PAINTINGS 


A two-fold help to the Pastor in presenting Bible truths. 
Counteracting outside attractions and presenting religious 
truths in keeping with the object sought in religious in- 
struction. 

Experience has proven that their use makes the most 
practical Evangelistic help that a pastor can obtain. They 
reach non-churchgoers, quicken spiritual life and awaken 
revivals. 

Pastor’s Manual (25 cents) gives full list of subjects in 


detail. 
EDWIN M. LONG & SON 
Twelfth and Berks Sts., Philadephia, Pa. 


PRINTING 


for CHURCHES © 


AVE money for yourself and your church by using our 

Printed Supplies for churches. We have cards for 

almost every occasion in church and Sunday School 
work, church calendars, weekly offering envelope system, 
the duplex envelopes, pastor’s holiday souvenirs, motto 
cards, topic cards, birthday cards, class pins, novelty 
invitation folders, and lots more that you will he glad to 
know about. Write for our new catalog today. 


The WOOLVERTON PRINTING 
& PUBLISHING CO., 0sAGE, 1lowa 


a  —— 
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Do Not Put Off Till To-Morrow 
What You Can Do To-Day 


WE are disappointed because you have not asked us 
for information. 


YOU will be disappointed if we do not furnish you 
with information. 


NOW IS THE TIME 


Just write on a postal card; ‘“‘Send information” with 
your name and address, and return mail will bring you 
samples and literature concerning our 


CO-OPERATIVE PLAN OF INDIVIDUAL 
CHURCH PAPERS 
IT’S FREE ADDRESS 
The Interdenominational Press 
415 S. 6th St. (Dept. E) Minneapolis, Minn, 


ees 


Those Easter Services 


Going to have special ones of course 


Then why not announce them with one of 
. * if 

our Beautiful Illustrated Cards—it’s the 

modern way—they bring results. 

After all your hard work and planning, don't depend 

on the mere announcement from the pulpit. It won’t 

reach the folks just down the street, or those living 

around the corner. Come to think of it, perhaps 

they don’t even know the days and hours of your 

regular services. 

Go after them with an announcement that is sure to 

please and make a lasting impression. 

Send 5 cents today for our Cluster of Easter Samples. 


U 
JOSEPH E. BAUSMAN §kNitr 
542 EAST GIRARD AVENUE PHILADELPHIA 
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The Expositor has advocated and_ reported 
special services for children and has for years 
emphasized the vital importance of working with 
and for the young. Pastors have frequently 
written to us about plans for this kind of work. 
The following interesting report of a “Children’s 
Church” at work in Worcester, Mass., is not only 
suggestive, but presents in story form the method 
of conducting the service. It is written by Clara 
Louise Kneeland in “The Congregationalist and 
Christian World.” She says: 

“Tt was still early, but the little girl ushers were 
already at their post in the vestibule when I en- 
tered. 

“T took the proffered Order of Service, but 
declined to follow the dainty little lady who was 
eager to escort me down the aisle. 

““Tust let me sit down right at the back,’ I 
begged; and with ready assent she graciously 
withdrew. 

“Tt was a pretty sight, as the hour of four 
approached, to watch the children coming in, 
usually without any older people, each little group 
of two or three being ushered to a place in the 
center of the church, the little tots in the very 
front, and the older ones behind them. Sometimes 
one child all alone, boy or girl, walked down the 
aisle following the graceful usher, with all the 
poise and savoir faire with which any pillar of 
the church walks down the aisle in his own 
church to his own pew of a Sunday morning. 
And, take it all in all, there was nothing in the 
attitude of the children that impressed me more 
than this ‘sense of belonging.’ 

“The same organist was on the bench who plays 
for the morning service, and the prelude which 
began immediately after the ringing of the last 
bell was no less dignified than that of any service 
for ‘grown-ups.’ 

“At the close of the prelude the organist modu- 
lated into another key, and presently the far-off 
sound of boys’ voices singing the processional 
hymn announced the beginning of the service. 
With all the dignity of any vested choir in the 
land, the boys marched singing to their places, 
and in the meantime the minister took his place 
upon the platform. : 

“The audience, which had risen at the entrance 

_ of the choir, remained standing while the minister 
lead the children in repeating the Shepherd Psalm. 
Then followed the singing of the Doxology and 
the repeating of the Lord’s Prayer in unision. 

“When all were seated the minister read a Bible 
story in words simple enough for the children 
to understand. The boy choir sang a selection 
and then came the prayer. : 

“T have heard many. people offer prayers that 
were supposed to be intelligible to children, but 
I have never heard a prayer in which the person 
speaking seemed to be so absolutely one with 
the children, talking to a Father and a Friend. 

“It was a beautiful sight to see four boys from 
the vested choir come down from their places in 
the choir-loft to take the offering, to see them 
perform this duty with a much dignity and’ ease 
as if they had been taking up offerings every Sun- 
day for the last twenty years, to see them wait 
quietly at the back of the church until all were 

' ready, and then walk down the aisle to the table 


The Childrens Church ? 


2 


in front of the platform, where they paused witk 
bowed heads for the prayer of thanksgiving. 

“After the offering, all joined in a hymn from 
the ‘big church’ hymnal. 


The hymn was a simpli 
one and the children sang it with a will. 

“Then came the sermon. Children do not soor 
forget sermons like the one the children’ 
preached that afternoon. When he took- fro: 
his pocket just an ordinary large spool of threac 
and held it up, it was impossible not to wonde 
how any man could preached a sermon about Z 
spool of thread. He called up to the platform one 
of the largest boys in the audience. Passing =< 
thread once about the boy’s arms and body, iti 
this way fastening his arms down close by hi 
sides, he tied a knot and said: 

“‘Now break it if you can! 

“The boy, with a slight jerk of his arms, broke 
the thread easily. i 

“The pastor then passed the thread twice abou 
the boy and asked him again to break it if he 
could. The boy with another quick jerk easil3 
broke the thread and was free. Even when the 
thread had been passed several times about hi 
the boy, though with considerable effort, broke 
the threads that bound him. : 

“But finally the minister passed the thread abou 
the boy again and again, many many times, anc 
after he had fastened it exclaimed:: 

“Now see if you can break it!’ 

“Ah! this time the boy, struggle as he might 
could not get free, and the pastor at last toob 
out his knife and released him by cutting. the 
threads. 

“Tt mattered not whether any of those childrer 
had heard many times before the power of habi 
and forgotten it as many times. Here at leas 
was something new and different from anything 
that they had ever seen. It was as plain as day 
now that ‘you may do it once, you may do i 
twice, yout may do it several times, but perhaps 
you can still break away from it if you will, bu 
if you keep on, you will find some day that it has 
bound you fast, 

“Anybody who saw the way those childrer 
watched and listened can have no difficulty ir 
understanding the secret of Mr. Crathern’s con: 
trol. To quote one of our educators, he ‘makee 
it so interesting that they forget to be bad,’ 

“After the sermon came the singing of the 
recessional hymn, and the benediction by the chil! 
dren’s pastor brought the service to a close. 

“If you had been there you, would have beer 
glad to linger, too, and watch those boys anc 
girls as they greeted their pastor at the doot 
on their way out of the church. ‘Going to church 
has been made for them not an irksome task, bu: 
a delight. / 

“They are still children, but they are cackis 
even now the melody of the ‘sweet singer o 
Israel’— | 

“‘T was glad when they said unto me, Let us 


go into the house of the Lord’ ” 


| 


Good surroundings cheer, just as poor surround: 
ings depress us. To secure best results your 
church must be bright and pleasant. The walls 
floor and furniture can all be refinished free 
through The Expositor’s offer. Address Free 
Paint Dept., The Expositor, Cleveland, O. | 


360 


Only a Spark. (361) 
A party of young men were on a mountain 
trip. With their guide they entered the crater 
_ of a semi-active volcano, and descended among 
the lava rocks to the lowest point that was 
considered safe. As they stood there, gazing 
| down upon the rocks which looked just as 
“secure as those on which they were standing, 
} One adventurous young man decided to go 
further down. 
_ His companions and the guide urged that it 
was dangerous, but to no avail. He was not 
afraid, and insisted on satisfying his curiosity. 
_ Everything looked safe enough, so, fastening 
a rope about him, he lowered himself to the 
rocks below. Held by the rope, he gazed into 
the black depths of the earth. He had not 
seen that where the rope passed over the 
rocks, a spark, small at first, but soon turned 
into a tiny blaze, was eating the rope strand 
by strand. He could not see it; those above 
could not see it; but it was surely doing its 
work. The rope gave way—it parted—and 
the young man was instantly hurled into the 
depths. 
peat a price to pay for disregarding coun- 
sel! 

We shudder to think of it, but we are in- 
“clined to say, “He was warned.” Let us ex- 
4 amine ourselves. Is there a parallel in our 
i) lives? Has not our Guide counseled us many 
‘times? Do we ever descend into the crater of 
Sin against his will? Is there ever a little 
spark of selfishness in our hearts that may 
be fanned into a blaze and hurl us into eter- 
nity? Shall we heed the counsel, or pay the 
| price? 


A Mother’s Prayers. (362) 
| Many years ago there was a mother in 
' Somerville, N. J.. whose son, a young man, 
_had begun to lead a dissolute life. One even- 
{ ing she begged him not to spend that evening 
away from her, but he declared that he would. 
He said: “Mother, I am not going to be tied 
to your apron string; I am going to go.” The 
mother replied: “Please try and remember 
{ every moment tonight, that, until you come 
back, I am going to be on my knees asking 
God to save you.” 

The son, with a rude gesture and muttered 
oath, rushed from her presence, and spent the 
night in a shameful carousal. It was four 
o'clock in the morning when he got home. He 
had managed to keep his mother out of his 
mind during his revelry. As he got to the 
house he saw a light shining through the 
shutters. Turning the blinds down and look- 
ing in, he saw his mother on her knees, and 
eer’ her pray: “God save my wandering 

oy.” 3 

Going to his room he threw himself on his 
bed, but could not sleep. After awhile he 
arose, then knelt down, and it seemed to him 
a9 though Christ’s power proceeded from a 
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room where his wrestling mother was plead- 
ing with God, and it led him to cry out “God 
be merciful to me a sinner.” That very morn- 
ing he was saved. 

The news of his salvation soon spread in 
the neighborhood, and in three weeks from 


that time more than 200 young people had — 


been converted. This young man was the 
father of Dr. T. DeWitt Talmage. 


Christ Has Adorned the Grave. (363) 

I have seen the story of a funeral some time 
ago, where the mother, who always had a 
horror of the grave, when she came to lay 
her daughter to rest, found that friends had 
lined the grave with moss and roses. She 
exclaimed: “I was always afraid even to look 
to a grave, but they have gone down into it 
to make it nice for her.” The fearlessness 
and beauty of the deed disarmed forebodings. 
Let any saint who dreads the grave remember 
that Jesus has “gone down into it” to make it 
a quiet resting-place for his people. Where 


he has led, we need not shrink to follow. Of, 


course, the true hope of the.Christian, towards 
which he hastes and for which he should 
ardently long, is “the Epiphany of the great 
God and our Saviour Jesus Christ.” But, if 
the Lord tarry, death need have no terrors for 
us: for Christ has spoiled the grave of its 
victory. 


The Unshaken Foundation. (364) 
Man is not firmer than that upon which he 
rests. It is not the tenacity with which we 
lay hold of a thing that saves us. A man may 
lay hold of a floating spar with extraordinary 
energy. He will not be fixed, but tossed 
about by every wave. Let.him find the rock 
that is immovable; let him put his feet upon 
the rock, and he can say: “My heart is fixed” 
i. e. “I have found the place that is fixed.” 
A little child standing upon a rock may be 
fixed, while a strong man ‘clinging to a spar 
is not fixed. ; 
I read the story a while ago of a sailor who, 
being shipwrecked, clung to a giant rock until 
taken off by rescuers in a life boat. One of 
the rescue party asked, “Did you not shake 
with fear as you clung to the rock with the 
waves dashing over you”? “Yes,” answered 
the sailor, “I shook, but the rock didn’t.” 


A.Long Time Waiting. (365) 
Dr. Hudson Taylor, the great Chinese Mis- 
sionary, tells that a business man, Mr. Myi, 
found in the Lord Jesus the rest which he 
had sought for in vain at Confucian, Buddist, 
and Taoist temples. He,became a most valu- 
able helper, but it was he who put to Dr. Tay- 
lor a painful question—never to be forgotten. 
“How long have you had the Glad Tidings 
in England?” he asked all unsuspectingly. | 
The missionary was ashamed to tell him, 


and vaguely replied that®it was several hun- 
dreds of years. 


“Why,” exclaimed Mr. Myi in astonishment, 
“several hundreds of years! Is it possible that 
you have known about Jesus so long, and only 
now have come to tell us? My father sought 
the truth for more than twenty years,” he 
continued sadly, “and died without finding it.” 


Thirst. (366) 

A terrible thing once happened at .Beyrout, 
a large town in Syria. The water for that 
place is conveyed in pipes from the river. Sud- 
den heavy storms injured the dam, and the 
aqueduct was broken. For about a week the 
only water to be had was from a few wells 
and pumps. One of the teachers at a large 
missionary school wrote home to England at 
the time as follows: “Our pump in the chii- 


dren’s play ground has been of the greatest | 


use and has proved a blessing, not only to us, 
but to our thirsty neighbors. On the first day, 
three hundred people came to beg for water; 
on the second, there were so many that we 
lost count. They began to come at 6:30 A. M. 
and continued in a steady procession until 
after dark. One of us had to take charge at 
the front door, to control the crowd and keep 
back the men and big boys. This being a 
Moslem Girls’ School, it would be considered 
wrong for a man to go into the Girl’s Court. 
One of our big girls had charge of the pumps. 
It was most amusing to see the queer things 
that were brought to be filled with water— 
old tins, sausepans, pails, jugs, stone water- 
jars. Tiny little children came with wee tins; 
families arrived with donkeys, having four 
large earthern water pots, slung in side pan- 
niers. One enterprising boy brought a don- 
key loaded with two large jars. These he 
filled many times, and sold drinks of water to 
eager purchasers in the streets. 

It was a good oppotunity for us to speak 
to the people, who were very grateful, shower- 
ing their blessings upon us and giving us 
many invitations to visit them in their homes 

What light ‘this throws on the words of 
. Jesus, “If any man thirst let him come unto 
_me and drink.” 


The Habit of Thanksgiving. (367) 

There is a beautiful legend of a golden 
organ in an ancient monastery. Once the 
monastery was besieged by robbers, who de- 
sired to carry off its treasures. The monks 
took the organ to a river which flowed close 
by and sank it in the deep water in order to 
keep it from the hands of the robbers. And 
the legend is that, though buried thus in the 
river, the organ still continued to give forth 
sweet and enchanting music, which was heard 
by those who came near. 

Every Christian life should be like this 
golden organ. Nothing should ever silence 
its music. Even when the floods of sorrow 
flow over it, it should still continue to rejoice 
and sing. 

_ One of the secrets of such a life is found 
in the cultivation of the habit of thankfulness. 
Nothing less than this will do. 


) The Contagion of Good Cheer. (36 
“Great morning, isn’t it?” called a chee 
business man to a passerby as he hurric 
down the steps of his home to catch a trai 
“Why, so it is,” thought the man haile 
looking up in surprise from his moody co) 
templation of the pavement. And unco) 
sciously he straightened his shoulders ar 
stepped out more briskly as he went ec h 
way. ‘ 

“Great morning, isn’t it?” said the busine? 
man to a bootblack as he stopped for a shin: 
And the urchin gave a vigorous polish to 
spot on the heel he had been minded to leay 
unshined, and whistled as he went his way.. 

“Great day, isn’t it?” said the man to tr 
typist as he entered his office. And the girl, 
fingers flew faster and the keys clicked merri1 
and the tired eyes smiled as she worked tha 
day. 

Me has been a great day,” said the man 1 
his wife as, business over he sank with a si 
of comfort into the easy chair at home. 

And the recording angel closing the accout 
of that man’s day, smiled and echoed softl] 
“A great day.” 


The Difference. (366 
Said a bystander to a working man speake 
at an open air meeting, “When I have 
beer I feel strong enough to knock a hous 
down.” 
And the speaker retorted, “Thoroughi 
leaving off my beer, I have been able to pt 
two houses up.” 


The Libraries We Love. (37 

“Tf we are students of scholars or boo 
lovers,” said Lord Rosebery in opening th 
extension of the library at the Bishopgai 
Institute last week, “what we love is our ow 
library. I am not alluding to the choice an 
luxurious libraries of millionaires, who tur 
over voluptuously the leaves of their Mazari 
Bibles and their First Folio Shakespeare 
That is not the library which inspires a re: 
and earnest adoration. It is the cheap, rul 
bishy little library that we have collected ow: 
selves; the books that we have read, ver 
often tattered, constantly ill-bound, but « 
which every page, almost, recalls some plea 
ing incident or impression. 

I remember reading the other day that the: 
was a student of Aberdeen, who afterwarc¢ 
became a professor of Aberdeen, who, in thi 
keen and wintry climate, hesitated for son 
time between a new suit of clothes, which | 
sorely wanted, and an old Hebrew Bible—l 
was a Hebrew student—for which he hz 
acquired a sort of avaricious veneration. F 
chose the Hebrew Bible. I am quite su 
that every time the winds of Aberde 
whistled through him that winter they inspir 
in him not a chill, but an exultation, when | 
thought of the Hebrew Bible he had acquir 
by his own sufferings.” 


The prosperity and enterprise of a church 
shown by the way in which the buildings a 
maintained. Sufficient free paint can be secur 
if you write Free Paint Dept. of The Exposit 
Caxton Building, Cleveland, O. 
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Sympathy Vanquishing Self Interest. (371) 

An interesting instance of this is related of 
no less a person than the hardened camera 
man in the face of a national “scoop.” The 
-informant is Mr. William A. Johnston, in 
Munsey’s Magazine. In the course of his 
narrative, he says: 

“On the day following McKinley’s death, 
‘when Roosevelt was sworn in at the Wilcox 
mansion in Buffalo, a daring photographer 
secreted himself in the room where a bribed 
servant told him the ceremony was to take 
‘place. He arranged his camera facing the 
_ table, expecting that the new President would 
stand directly opposite him. Chances favored 
_ him, and his heart beat high with hope of 
Scoring the photographic triumph of the day. 


ee be situation was most dramatic; but he 
did not count upon its human side. 


“As Roosevelt raised his hand and began 
solemnly: “God being my helper, I will—’” 
his voice quavered and broke, and tears rained 
from his eyes. The hush that momentarily 
followed was broken by the sound of tense 
sobbing all over the room, and men stood 
‘with bowed heads. 

“That photograph was never taken. The 
photographer brushed the tears from his own 
‘eyes, and drew his camera beneath a black 
cloth.” 

Ii we love, we will do what we believe we 
ought to do, regardless of circumstances. It 
is so toward men: it is so toward God. 


Fer 


The Power of Personality. (372) 


Spain has for years been on the brink of a 
revolution. The only thing that holds the 
throne upon its foundation is the strong per- 
sonality of its occupant, King Alfonso. 

As an illustration of this fact we are told 
that after the'last outbreak in Barcelona the 
constitutional guaranties were withdrawn for 
‘that province. There was wide-spread terror- 
‘ism there. The Anarchists were sullen and 
dangerous; labor was angry and discontented. 
The worst elements in Catalonia swarmed into 
the city. And the King went-to Barcelona. 
~The police took every precaution. Their spies 
hovered everywhere—in cafes, streets, and 
“squares. Uniformed men lined the streets. 
Troops were under arms. When the King 
came he ordered all the guards sent away. 
The officials who were responsible for his 
safety protested. 

“They must be all removed,” Alfonso in- 
‘sisted; and without a uniform or sword in 
sight he went down among the sullen citizens 
of his disloyal city. Not a stone was thrown, 
not a seditious cry was raised; here and there 
came cheers for the King. 

There is another King that has laid aside 
throne and power and come to His rebellious 
subjects in the greatness and graciousness of 
his personality and many have lifted to him 
their song of loyalty and praise. 
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Kindness Overcoming Opposition. (373) 
General Robert E. Lee was beloved by all 
who knew him and after the war, in the re- 
tirement of civil life, it is related of him that 
as he rode in the afternoons on Traveler, he 
was often greeted by the children, to whom 
at times he extended an invitation to come 
and ride with him, and this invitation came to 
be a coveted honor. On another occasion, as 
he was riding, he came on two little daughters 
of ex-Governor Letcher, the elder of whom 
was vainly trying to get her six-year-old sister 
to return home. As General Lee rode up, she 
accosted him: “General Lee, won’t you please 
make this child go home to her mother?” 
The General stoped and invited the little 
rebel to ride home with him, which she gra- 
ciously consented to do, and was thereupon 
lifted up in front of him, and “was thus grand- 
ly escorted home.” When the mother asked 
the other child why she had given General 
Lee so much trouble, she said: “I couldn’t 
make Fan go home, and I thought he could 
do anything.” 
We were rebels too, but the kindness of 
Another has won us. 


The Separating Power of a Great Ideal. (374) 

After the War, it is related of General Rob- 
ert E. Lee that efforts were made time and 
time again to induce him to accept a position 
at the head of some establishment or enter- 
prise, the emoluments of which would enable 
him to live in ease for the rest of his life; but 
all such invitations he promptly declined. To 
one of these invitations urging him to accept 
a position “at the head of a large house to 
represent Southern commerce, ... reside in 
New York, and have placed at his disposal an 
immense sum of money,” he replied: “J am 
grateful, but I have a self-imposed task which 
I must accomplish. I have led the young men 
of the South in battle; I have seen many of 
them die on the field; I shall devote my re- 
maining energies to training young men to do 
their duty in life.” : 

So the Christian is separated. So the min- 
istry is separated. These both find their de- 
tachment in the larger vision of a nobler life. 


The Humility of Greatness. 375) 
A writer who knew and loved General Rob- 


ert E. Lee, telling of his college experience 
as president of a Virginia institution and the 
way in which the students regarded him says: 

“An invitation to visit him in his office was 
the most dreaded event in the student’s life, 
though the actual interview was always soft- 
ened by a noble courtesy on the president’s 
part into an experience which left an impress 
throughout life, and ever remained a cherished 


memory. 
“To one thus summoned, the General urged 


greater attention to study, on the ground that 


it would prevent the failure which would 


otherwise inevitably come to him. 
“‘But, General, you failed,’ said the youth, 


meaning, as he explained afterward, to pay 
him a tribute. - 

“‘T hope that you may be more fortunate 
than I,’ replied the General quietly.” 

General Lee was the greatest chieftain of 
the South and yet such as he could speak as 
he. did. 

“There is a greater Chieftain who “humbled” 
“himself and taught us so to do. 


' Life Following the Light. (376) 
In the Scientific American Supplement we 
are told. concerning some interesting experi- 
ments ,in. the.lower order of plant life by 
Henry Coupin of Paris. Among other things, 
a striking experiment cited by Coupin shows 
the influence of ight on the microscopic algae 
which abound in water and have the power 
of motion. If some of the greenish water 
found in pools be put in a glass tube coated 
-with Jampblack, and a word be written on 
the tube by erasing the lampblack along the 
lines of the lettering, then the light will enter 
‘threugh the letters, the algae will flock to 
them, and when the tube is cleaned of lamp- 
black after standing in the sun a day or so, 
the word will appear written in green algae. 
To quote further: 

.. That which is true in the plant world is 
‘true in the spiritual realm. Life follows the 
Light and the name it forms is that of the 
Life Giver, Christ. 


Lack of Prejudice an Element of Success. 

(377) 
_ About a year ago, Mr Edison asked one of 
his lieutenants to take charge of a very ex- 
haustive experiment in chemistry. Now, if 
there is one subject of which that man knows 
nothing at all—Chemistry ranks No. 1. He 
protested his ignorance, supplemented by pre- 
dictions of delay and expense, because of it. 
It had no effect. Mr. Edison smiled good- 
naturedly and said: 

“That’s just the reason why I want you to 
undertake this. If you were a chemist, you 
would not try a lot of things I know you will 
try, because you would conclude ahead of 
time that they would not work. Now, if pres- 
ent knowledge of Chemistry would deduce 
this result, it would have been accomplished 
long since., It hasn’t. Therefore, we have 
8,000 bottles of chemicals, I don’t care how 
long it takes, and will pay the bills. So it is 
up to you.” 3 

Qur friend undertook that task very much 
as would a novice pick a horse to win a race— 
by the attractiveness of the name. Wonder- 
ful to relate, a combination of a few chemicals 
having the most euphonious names accom- 
plished the result. 

An open mind toward God is essential to 
discovering him. 


Thoughtfulness in Regard to Evidence. (378) 

In “Four Months Afoot in Spain,” quoted 
by Youth’s Companion, the author, Mr. Harry 
A. Franck, tells us of meeting a blind man, 
about thirty-five years of age, cheerful and 
ieee and of entering into conversation with 
him. 


As I sat down, the blind man addressed me: 


“Hot days these on the road, senor,” 1 

“VWerdad es,” I answered. | 

“You are a foreigner from the north,”’ 
remarked, casually, as if to himself. 

“Yes; but how do you know that?” 

“Oh, a simple matter,” he replied. 
you are a foreigner, by your speech. 
you are from the north, because you only HH} 
pronounce the letter ‘r.. You said ‘burro’ 
speaking of our four-legged companion the 
whereas the word is ‘bur-r-ro. You hi 
walked many leagues.” 

“What tells you that?” 

“Nothing simpler. Your step is tired; 
sit down heavily; you brush your trouse 
and a thick dust rises. You are about twe 
five,” he continued. 

“Twenty-six. You will be good enou 
perhaps, to tell me how you guessed that. 

“What could be easier? The tone of ye 
voice; the pace at which your words fall.” 

This man was blind but had arrived at trr 
by carefully pondering the evidence he h 
When men do so toward the evidence tl 
have of Him, they will also arrive at 
truth. 

THE PRINCE OF EXPOSITORS. | 

A long felt want is filled in this sketch of | 
Alexander Maclaren of Manchester; written 
his cousin, who was also his sister-in-law, 4 
published by the George H. Doran Co. Dr. M! 
laren or McLaren, as he was in the habit. 
writing’ it, and as it is so spelled in this sket 
always refused to consider a serious biograr 
of himself. He always insisted on the effacem: 
of himself in his work. This sketch, which d« 
not make any pretense to being a  forr 
biography is unusually well written. 


A COMMENTARY ON “PILGRIM’S 
PROGRESS.” 


The celebrated associate minister with Al 
ander Whyte of Edinburg’s leading church, |] 
just issued a study of John Bunyan’s immot 
allegory. Dr. Kelman treats everything he d 
with originality. As he has lived, thought < 
slept Bunyan for some years, and made pi 
pilgrimages to Elstow he'has done in this an 
usual service to Pilgrim’s Progress, andi placed 
immense amount of useful knowledge of Bun: 
in an easily accessible form. 


“Other Sheep” is a study of conversion on 
mission field, and as such rounds out the series 
which “Twice-Born Men” and “Souls in Acti 
form the earlier part. Mr. Begbie went out 
India with no theories to prove, no denom: 
tional axe to grind, simply to observe. 17 
book is the result. It is a veritable Hindu / 
of the Apostles. Mr. Begbie has been a frank 
well as a keen observer. All that he has seen 
not always stirred his approval. He someti 
criticizes; but the net result of the book make 
one of the most significant contributions to 
literature of missions. Geo. H. Doran Co., } 
York. pe 
“The Challenge” is a novel dealing with 
life of an English woman in India and her « 
version there. Its value lies in that it. is wri 
from the psychological rather than the traditi 
evangelical standpoint. It is none the less s 


.itual for this—Geo. H. Doran Co., New Yor 
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| Christian Experiences 
7 T. M. FOTHERGILL, 


‘The Date of Christ’s Second Advent. (379) 
, Matt. 24:36; Mark 13:32. 


_ In looking over a scrap book which I began 
to keep years ago, I find there a clipping in 
which is announced a second advent confer- 
-ence. The date is March 5th, 1891. After temptations and trials. It might serve as a 
giving the names of the speakers, the follow- basis for a good address. 

ing subjects are named for discussion, viz: 1. Do not go about lions if you can pos- 
_.Coming prophetic events, according to Dan- sibly help it. “How do you manage to keep 
-iel and Revelation during next ten years before sober these days, John?” Reply was, “Well I 
end of this age in the Passover week, April never go where there are drinking men or any- 
ith, 1901. The greatest was ever known in thing to drink.” 

Europe some, time between May, 1891 and 2. If you must go among lions, do not un- 
May, 1892. Change of 23 Kingdoms into 10, necessarily stir them up to attack. Let sleep- 
and Britains loss of Ireland and India as be-_ ing dogs lie. 

fore 1893—coming earthquakes, famines, pes- 3. Never be afraid of a lion in the path of 
tilences—Napoleon to be a Hellenic King in duty. 
1893, before his seven years’ covenant (as 4. 
Syrian King) with. the Jews on April 21, 1894 
—their sacrifices restored November 8, 1894, 
(Dan. 7:24; 8:14; 9:27) ascension® of 144,000 
living Christians to heaven without dying on 
March 5, 1896—Napoleon’s subsequent mass- 
acre of millions of Christians during 1,260 
days, from August 14, 1897 to January 26, 1901 
-—Christ’s descent on earth and commence- 
‘ment of millenium in Passover week April, 


Lions and Temptations. 
Waneso-2lyace. 


Here are a few points about lions from the 
pen of Dr. J. B. Gambell. The subject was 
“How to manage lions,” lions in the form of 


(381) 


Tf you find yourself shut up with lions, 
as the result of duty, be composed. God has 
his hand on the lions, and God is for his peo- 
ple. 


God’s Love Immutable. 

1 John 4:8; Num. 23:19 

A certain man had a weather vane made for 
use on one of his buildings on which he, 
wrought the words, “God is love.” Some one 
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1901.” 

Looking back upon all these statements, 
none of which came true, it seems incredible 
that Christian people should be so deluded. 
So infatuated were they that I suppose they 
teally believed the above events would come 
to pass, and so rested their faith upon them. 
It brings before us with tremendous force, 
the lesson that we all ought to be careful ‘in 
‘predicting such events, and even in fixing the 
time for the coming of the Lord. A long 
list of names of good and great men come up 
to our mind as we think- of this subject, all 
of whom believed in the speedy coming of 
it, but who instead have gone to be with Him. 
“Of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, 
not the angels of heaven, but my Father only.” 


The Gracious Results of Christ Work. (380) 
fsa. W:18) 


It is well known that Rev. Dr. Guthrie, the 
Scotch divine, took great interest in the poor 
and ragged boys and girls of his parish; in 
fact, he has been styled the father of ragged 
schools. It was at a meeting held in connec- 
tion with the ragged school, that the unsympa- 
thetic speaker described the children as ras- 
‘cals and vagabonds, the scum of the country. 
Rising to speak, with pale face and quivering 
lip, Dr. Guthrie picked up a sheet of white pa- 
per from the table and said, “This was once 
the scum of the country—foul, wretched rags. 
In it, now white as the snows of heaven, be- 
hold an emblem of the work our ragged 
schools have achieved.” And the white paper, 
as well as driven snow, is a beautiful and 1m- 
pressive illustration of what Christ can do for 

the soul. “Though your sins be as scarlet, 
they shall be as white as snow.” 


said to him, “You have placed an immutable 
truth on a very strange thing.” ‘Well, sir,” 
was the answer, “I want you to understand 
that that means God alone whichever way 
the wind blows.” What a wonderful sugges- 
tion for all: of us: whatever our variations, 
there is none in God’s love. “God is not a 
man that he should lie, nor the son of man 
that he should repent.” 


Not by Works but of God’s Grace. 
te Gor or lO Rome alG: 


A few years ago a man went into Bombay, 
India, who had loaded himself down with 600 
pounds of iron. He had come from north 
India. It was said that when he traveled by 
train he was charged partly as a passenger 
and partly as freight. He was a Mohamme- 
dan and wished to go as a pilgrim to Mecca. 
To reach Mecca he must take steamer; but 
when he arrived at the boat the astonished 
captain declined to allow him to go aboard. 
In his chains were tied some large iron pegs 
and a heavy iron mallet, which were used in 
fixing himself firmly down when he wished to 
stay in any particular spot. When asked why 
he was carrying such a crushing load, he re- 
plied that as a young man he was very wicked 
and wished to give up his wickedness, and so 
he determined to chain himself down to keep 
from sin. But still he sinned, and so put on 
another chain, then another, until at last there 
hung from his limbs 600 pounds of iron, when 
he could no longer walk <A better way, if 
only he had known it, is found in the power 
of Jesus. He saves us from our sins by faith in 
him. Not only does he forgive, but also de- 
prives the former habits of sin of their power. 

He breaks the power of cancelled sin, 
And sets the prisoner free. 


(383) 


365 


How to Abstain. (384) 
TPasey, Si7/esy 

During Prof. Drummond’s life, it was told 
that one day he was in a lady’s home whose 
coachman had signed the pledge, but after- 
wards gave way to drink. This lady said to 
the professor: “Now this man will drive you 
to. the station; say a word to him if you can. 
He is a good sort of fellow, and really wants 
to reform; but he is weak.” 

While they were driving to the station the 
professor tried to think how he could best 
introduce the subject. Presently the horses 
balked. The driver held on to the reins and 
manipulated them well. When he drew them 
up he said, “That was a close shave. Our rig 
might have been smashed into match-wood, 
and you wouldn’t have given any more ad- 
dresses.” “Well,” said the professor, “how 
was it that it did not happen?” “Why,” was 
the reply, “because I knew how to manage the 
horses.” “Now look here, my friend,” said 
Drummond, “I will give you a bit of advice. 
Here’s my train coming. I hear you have 
been signing the pledge and breaking out 
again. Now, throw the reins of your life to 
Jesus Christ.” The driver said afterward that 
it came upon him like a flash. He saw where 
he had made a mistake and from that day he 
ceased to try to manipulate his own life, but 
gave the reins to Jesus. 

Unresisting Power of. (385) 
Eph. 6:13. 

One of the great agencies mentioned by 
geologists which change the face of the earth, 
is erosion, the wearing process of rain, rivers 
and streams. Many interesting instances of 


Characters: 


_time the harder surface of limestone becat 


U t 


this power of erosion are to be seen on 
American Continent, two of which we 
here mention as the most outstanding. T 
Niagara Falls, known the world over, is | 
lieved to have been formed by this proce 
For seven miles from Lake Ontario up t 
Niagara River to the falls there has bee 
recession which is quite obvious’to the exp 
eye. The falls have worked their way bac 
ward, because, though the surface is a fii 
limestone, yet underneath there is a soft 
shale which is readily worn away by the c 
eration of the water, and thus in course 


loosened and fell into the chasm below. T! 
other instance of the tremendous power 
erosion is seen in the Grand Canon of t 
Colorado, 300 miles long and 6,200 feet dee 
Here the streams have cut their way do 
ward, forming almost perpendicular walls, 
that the rivers will run almost hidden belc 
the surface of the country. The reason of ; 
this wearing away of the soil is not sim 
the power of the water, but also the soft ai 
pliable particles of soil. If the river bed 
Niagara Falls river were throughout cor 
posed of hard limestone the erosion would | 
imperceptible, perhaps impossible. So is 
with our characters. If there is a part of o 
nature less rigid, less strong and more susce; 
tible to temptation the greater force of tem 
tation is going to find a way to subdue wu 
There should be in us a mighty resistir 
power, like the hard shale in the upper cru 
of Niagara, a strength to withstand opposir 
forces. “To stand and having done all, | 
stand.” 


Illustrations of Love of Children 


Princess Alice’s Love. (386) 
That grand old man of English statesman- 
ship, William Ewart Gladstone, one day arose 
in Parliament and solemnly announced that he 
had a sad statement to make. “Princess Alice 
is dead,” said he; “and love did it.” Her boy 
was ill with diphtheria and near to death. The 
physician had cautioned her not to come close 
enough to the child to breathe his breath. But 
the little fellow looked up from his bed, reach- 
ed out his tiny arms, and said feebly, “Mamma, 
please come and kiss me.” And she did it, in 
ae of warning, and at the cost of her own 
ife. 
Prince of Wales. (387) 
In the brilliant coronation exercises in which 
King George V. and his. noble consort Mary 
were recognized as king and queen of. the 
world’s greatest empire, there was no event 
quite so beautiful as one which was not upon 
the program. Ralph Blumerfield, of the staff 
of the London Daily Express, in giving a 
graphic account of what happened consecu- 
tively on the great day of the royal pageant 
writes: “Then stepped forward the Prince of 
Wales. He swept aside his robes of the Garter 
as he came up the few steps before the throne 
He followed the prescribed order. He touched 
the crown and kissed the king’s cheek and 
stepped back to retire. But the father reached 


out and drew his son to him and kissed hin 
and the boy, covered with confusion, ber 
down, kissed his father’s hand, and retire 
hurriedly.” 


Work With Children. (385 


There is nothing in all the world so in 
portant as little children, nothing so interes 
ing. If ever you wish to go in for phila 
thropy, if even you wish to be of any use i 
the world, do something for children. | 

We can dress the sore, bandage the woun 
ed, imprison the criminal, heal the sick an 
bury the dead, but there is always the chance 
that we can save the child. 

If the great army of philanthropists eve 
exterminate sin and pestilence, ever work ot 
our race’s salvation, it will be because a litt! 
child has led them.—David Starr Jordan. 


Child’s Birthday Verse. (38° 


What shall we give to the birthday child? 
A blessing, a kiss, or a golden ring? 

A kiss lasts only a second or two, 

The ring is lost ere the year is thro, 

But the blessing of God is a precious thin 
To the child that is gentle and sweet and mil 
To the good little, dear little birthday child 
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3 , A Son of God. (390) 
_ Sir Henry M. Stanley tells that once in the 
heart of dark Africa a native was dragged be- 
fore him by some of his followers for stealing 
a gun: it clearly belonged to his expedition. 
The poor man who had it was frightened at 
the mention of Stanley’s name, and could 
hardly find his voice or say a word only, “I am 
a son of God, I would not steal!’ This he 
repeated again and again. It was all he could 
Say. 

Stanley was interested, and it dawned on 
him that this man was probably one of the 
converts of some of the missionaries laboring 
in that region, and he accordingly gave him 


the gun, and allowed him to go while they 
pursued their way. 

At the next station where they stopped they 
found the gun waiting for them. It appeared 
that the gun had probably been lost. This man 
had found it, and when he was set free he at 
once went to the missionary for instructions, 
and by his direction it was sent where Stanley 
would get it: 

But what a light must have touched that 
darkened son of Africa, who, though brought 
up in all vileness and theft and sin, had come 
to. realize the glorious dignity of a divine 
paternity, and.say, “Il am a son of God, 1 
would not steal.” 


A Grace and Truth 


E After Many Days. 
Kuweit, in Arabia, is a strategic city in that 
great Mohammedan stronghold. Dr. Zwemer, 
Dr. Thomas, and Rev. Van Ess, of the Ara- 
bian Mission, each tried to gain a foothold. 
They were refused entrance again and again, 
and after fifteen years they almost despaired 
of ever occupying it. When Rev. Van Ess 
was ordered out of the city he went to a little 
hill just on the border of the town, and there 


he prayed fervently that Kuweit might be 


opened to the Gospel. 

_ Two years after Dr. Bennett met the sheik 
of Kuweit in another city. He gradually won 
his confidence, so that the white doctor was 
called in when the Mohammedan ruler’s 
daughter fell sick, and a surgical operation 
restored her to health. In gratitude the sheik 
opened Kuweit unto the Christian missionaries, 
rented a Bible-shop to them, and finally sold 
them a plot of ground for missionary build- 
ings. It was the little hill where Rev. Van Ess 
had prayed that God would open the city to 
the preaching of the Gospel. 


Grasping After Too Much. 
IDGe, Gwe 


_A business man,,the senior member of an 
old, established firm of stained glass manu- 
facturers, died the other day in St. John’s 
Hospital, Long Island City His death came 
as a result of the care with which he guarded 
his secret process of stained glass manufac- 
turing. It was his custom to mix certain of 
the colors himself, not allowing any of his 
employees to learn them. He had an enclo- 
sure in the rear of his factory where he com- 
pounded his chemicals. He got a rush order 
one day during the rainy period, and after 
waiting two or three days he decided to mix 
his colors indoors. He began work in the 
cellar, but the pungent fumes, which were 
harmless in the open air, rendered him uncon- 
scious immediately, and he was taken to his 
home and then rushed to the hospital, but they 
were not able to arouse him out of his last 
sleep. Some arts of the centuries have been 
iost—have been buried with the breasts. that 
sonceived them. It is claimed that an im- 
»ortant invention in stained glass manufacture 
was lost when the secret was carried by its 
discoverer into the other world. The manner 
of his taking off made it impossible for him 
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to transmit his process to his successors, as 
under other circumstances he doubtless would 
have done.—Christian Herald. 


Power of Example. (393) 
Mrs. Hugh Price Hughes, once told me of 
a little experience she had in her work in one 
of the poorer ‘parts of London. She had a 
meeting of women. She was more than a 
little concerned by the want of personal clean- 
liness. She did not wish to speak to them 
openly about it lest they should take offence 
and remain away, and so she got a pair of 
white gloves and shook hands with every 
woman as she came into the room. Every 
hand left its mark, and she sat throughout the 
meeting wearing her gloves. The next week 
she did the same, but the obtrusive dirt seen 
upon the white gloves began a revealing min- 
istry, and one by one the women saw their 
want of cleanliness against the white back- 
ground, and at length the meeting was clean. 
It is a simple illustration, but I think it fills 
my purpose. We shall never see our unclean- 
ness uritil we see it in contrast with ‘the white 
flower of a blameless life."—J H. Jowett. 


Keep the Button Pressed. _ (394) 

A Broadway Subway express train in New 
York recently, going at the rate of twenty- 
five miles an hour, suddenly came to a stop 
by an application of the air brakes, so unseat- 
ing and tumbling in heaps the occupants of 
the ten-car train. The motorman’s hand had 
inadvertently slipped off the button which 1s 
the safety device in case of emergency, so 
setting the air brakes. All the time a Subway 
train is moving, the motorman has to keep his 
hand on that button, pressing it down. The 
moment he removes his hand and lets the but- 
ton rise, the air brakes are set: In this way 
the safety of the train is assured, because, if 
the motorman fainted or died suddenly, the 
train would stop automatically. 

Ah! that button! And, ah! that constant 
pressure on it! Is it prayer to God? . Keep 
the button pressed. Is it work for man? Still 
keep the button pressed. Let the pressure of 
interest or effect relax in any good cause, and 
the brakes are set and progress ceases. Many 
a tumbled life, and many hopes in heaps are 
owing to the slip of the hand on the button 
that controls the power. 
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“single particle of strength there. 


Striking Illustrations an 
From Joseph Cook’s Boston Monday Lecttres 


Life-giving Earnestness Wins. (395) 
You remember that in Liverpool an im- 
mense assembly stormed at Beecher for thirty- 
five minutes before he could be heard. He 
had been introduced by the chairman, and for 
more than half an hour the hoots and yells 
continued, while men flourished bludgeons and 
~brick-bats and bowie-knives and _ revolvers. 
Some of the friends went into the galleries, 
and sat down among the roughs, and said, 
showing their own revolvers, “Whoever fires 
first will regret his act.” Mr. Beecher stood 
on the high platform, bending down, and at 
the end of about half an hour succeeded in 
attracting, the attention of a man in front of 
him, and began conversation with him. Five 
or six men around that man on the floor asked 
their neighbors to hush, that they might hear 
what was being said between the two. And 
Mr. Beecher, putting another and another 
question, gradually rose erect, and half the 
audience were listening. By and by that half 
ef the assembly quelled the other half, and 
he had a hearing. A gentleman who describes 
that scene says he never saw such a glorious 
illustration ot stooping to conquer. 
“T had the consciousness,” Beecher says, re- 
viewing his tour in England in 1863, “that I 
had not reserved one single faculty nor one 
I had worked 
for my country, God himself being witness, 
with the concentrated essence of my very 
being. I expected to die. I did not believe I 
should get through it. I thought at times I 
should certainly break a blood-vessel or have 
apoplexy. I did not care. I was as willing to 
die as ever I was, when hungry or thirsty, to 
take refreshment, if I might die for my coun- 
try. Nobody knows what his country is until 
he is an exile from it, and sees it in peril and 
obloquy.” 


America’s Future. (396) 

De Tocqueville predicted that the growth of 
great cities would ruin the American Republic, 
unless they are kept in order by a standing 
army. Lord Beaconsfield was accustomed to 
lift up his jewelled finger and point across the 
Atlantic, and affirm that not one American 
city of commanding size is well governed un- 
der universal suffrage, or ever will be. Sir 
Robert Peel predicted that American forms 
of government will fail to protect life and 
property in crowded populations. “As for 
America,” said Lord Macaulay, “I appeal to 
the twentieth century Either some Caesar or 
Napoleon will seize the reins of government 
with a strong hand, or your republic will be 
as fearfully plundered and laid waste by bar- 
barians in the twentieth century as the Roman 
Empire was in the fifth, with this difference 
that the Huns and Vandals who ravaged Rome 
came from without her borders; while your 
Huns and Vandals will be engendered within 
your own country and by your own institu- 
tions.” As Wendell Phillips was accustomed 
to say, “While rum rules the great towns, uni- 
versal suffrage is a farce.” But universal suf- 


frage is not to be given up, and is to be mad 
effective in securing all the ends of good gov 
ernment. | 
Sag a eS: | 

MEANT IN JEST. ip 

On one foot there was a boot without 
leg, and on the other a shoe without a string 
and his time was principally occupied in get 
ting gloriously drunk, or else in going throug 
a period of repentance while recovering fror 
a spree. One day some boys, coming alon 
a shady lane, found Crome lying under 
stone wall, undergoing the pangs of repent 
ance. 

“Q Lord! O Lord!” he cried, “let up on m 
this time, and I’ll never get drunk again. (¢ 
Lord! if I’m not telling the truth, may the ston 
of this wall fall down and crush me?” 

The boys slipped up to the wall and pushe 
a few loose stones on the prostrate form 0 
Crome Green, who, suddenly raising himself t 
a sitting posture, shouted, with a great energy: 

“QO Lord! O Lord! why will you take in earn 
est what was only meant in jest?” 


EXPOSITOR TRIP TO EUROPE.. 
DO YOU WANT TO SPEND YOUR VACA 
TION IN EUROPE? 

Ocean voyages furnish the best recreation, ana 
a trip to Europe furnishes the ideal vacation. _ 

July 13 to August 11. Total cost, all expense: 
included, $225. Thirty days at $7.50 per day. | 

Saturday, July 13—Leave Montreal by Whites 
Star-Dominion Line S. S. “Teutonic.” 

Saturday, July 20—Arrive Liverpool and pro 
ceed to Chester. 

Sunday, July 2i—To be spent in Chester. 

Monday, July 22—Morning train to Stratford 
on-Avon and Warwick. Visit points of interes: 
and continue to London. 

Tuesday, July 23 to Thursday, July 25—To b 
spent in London. One day’s carriage drive. Leave 
on Thursday evening via Harwich and Hook 0} 
Holland for The Hague. 3 

Friday, July 26—To be spent at The Hague 
Carriage drive, including Scheveningen. ° 

Saturday, July 27, Sunday, July 28—In Amster 
dam. Carriage drive and excursion to Isle o 
Marken. 

Monday, July 29—Morning express to Brussels 
Carriage drive. | 

Tuesday, July 30—Morning express to Paris. 

Tuesday, July 30, to Saturday, Aucust 3—h 
Paris. One day’s carriage drive and excursior 
by rail to Versailles. 

Saturday, August 3—Rail to Havre and sail by 
French Line steamer. 

Sunday, August 11—Due to arrive at New York 

If you are interested in this vacation trip t 
Europe, sign enclosed blank, and return to Ex 
positor Trip to Europe, 108 Caxton Building 
Cleveland, O.: 

I am interested in your trip to Europe. 
me further particulars. 
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THE ECCLESIASTICAL YEAR—MARCH 


a" G. B. F. HALLOCK, D. D. 


Decision Day 


~ In the April number, which will be out in 
good season, we will give material connected 
with Palm Sunday, Good Friday and Easter. 
This year Easter occurs a little earlier than it 
has for several years past, the date being 
April 7th. In this number we wish to put the 
emphasis on Decision Day and Evangelism in 
general. The emphasis this season has been 
upon the Men and Religion Forward Move- 
ment, and in this month of March we ought 
to be gathering up in definite decisions for 
Christ the results of the general efforts that 
have been put forth. Conservation is to be 
the watchword from now on—that means the 
gathering up and harvesting and holding the 
results of the efforts of the past months. 

_ First let us put emphasis on the Decision 
Day in the Sunday School. We do not be- 
lieve that the day of revivals has passed or 
ever will pass; but we believe that the key of 
the situation lies in the Sunday School. Here 
is a field not far away, but at home; not in- 
accessible, but ready at hand; not with few 
tsolated souls, but with great masses of peo- 
ple; a field not slow in growth, but already 
white unto the harvest. It contains the ma- 
terial for evangelistic work,—the people who 
are near the kingdom, yet not within its walls. 
What would the pastor who expects to open 
a series of revival meetings give if he could 
be sure of seeing on the opening night one 
hundred people before him who are not 
church members? Yet that is what the pastor 
might perhaps have seen in his own Sunday 
School on Sunday afternoon or morning. Why 
not begin this work of soul-winning right 
there where are the souls to be won? The 
Sunday School now supplies the church with 
about 85 per cent of its members, and might 
give even more if it were worked, first as an 
ageressive agency to bring people to its ses- 
sions, and then as an evangelistic agency to 
bring them to Christ. 


Suggestive Texts and Themes. (397) 
Seeking the Lord our Immediate Duty: “It 
is time to seek the Lord.” Hosea 10:12. 


When to Believe: “Choose ye this day 
whom ye will serve.” Josh. 24:15. 
The Feast Prepared: “Come for all things 


are now ready.” Luke 14:17. 

The Spirit of Adoption: “And because ye 
are sons, God hath sent forth his spirit into 
your hearts, crying, Abba Father.” Gal. 4:6. 

The Common Salvation: “Beloved, when I 
gave all diligence to write unto you of the 
common salvation,” etc., Jude 3. 

Seeking God: “O God, thou art my God, 
early will I seek thee.” Psa. 63:1. 

The Day of Salvation: “Behold now is the 
accepted time; behold now is the day of salva- 


monn, 2 Cor, 6:2. 
Christ Knocking at the Heart: “Behold, I 
stand at the door and knock,” etc. Rev. 3:20. 


; Following God: “Be ye therefore followers 
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of God as dear children.” Eph. 5:1. 
Look, and Be Saved: “Look unto me, and 
be ye saved, all the ends of the earth; for I 


am God, and there is none else.” Isa. 45:22. 
Christ the Friend of Sinners: “A friend of 
publicans and sinners.” Luke 7:34. 


The Waiting Harvest. (398) 

I received from a pastor a letter on Decem- 
ber 20, which stirred my heart to the depths. 
He writes: “It needs no arguments to con- 
vinee the church theoretically that early youth 
is the strategic opportunity for winning the 
life for, Christ and his kingdom—but plainly 
enough, something is needed to arouse the 
Church to the point where she will make a 
practical application of the conviction to the 
demands of the hour of the hundreds of thou- 
sands of children and youth standing on the 
very threshold of the kingdom, waiting to be 
led through the open door.” The pastor, whe 
is himself greatly blessed in bringing every 
year many scores of young people to Christ, 
and into his Church, adds this question, which 
comes straight to the soul: “Why not in- 
augurate a movement at once which shall 
sweep through the church—from ocean to 
ocean—sure, if once undertaken, to lead into 
the fold of Christ, the church fold, thousands 
of those waiting, hungry, timid, loving ‘lambs’ 
whom Jesus bids us ‘feed’?” Brethren in 
Christ, I pass this question on to you. Will 
you, who only can, inaugurate this movement? 
Will you rally your forces, outline your plan, 
and backed up by your officers and all the 
teachers, begin at once to gather the harvest 
white and only waiting to be gathered? 

Definite Suggestions. (399) 

I. Let pastors and superintendents’ fear- 
lessly and lovingly call and lead a conference 
for prayer with their officers and teachers, 
making sure that every officer and teacher be 
present—for prayer for the one thing—the 
winning of Christ and into his fold of every 
scholar not yet won. This work is to be done 
only by souls restored to the joy of salvation 
and upheld by the Holy Spirit. é 

II. Seek and maintain a spiritual atmos- 
phere pervading the entire school, its wor- 
ship, teaching, life. 

III. Then let each teacher, as led by, the 
Spirit engage in individual work for. individ-.. 
uals. 

IV. Agree upon 
effort. : 

Many will be led to devote an entire week 
to special meetings for the scholars of the 
school. Some hold these services each after- 
noon, for forty-five minutes, at the close of 
the public schools. Others find it more con- 
venient to hold these meetings in the evenings, 
as many workers are too busy during the day 
time. The pastor leads these services, rein- 
forced by his spiritual helpers. ; 

Others prefer a different plan—that of a 
Decision Day. 


a period of combined 
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_ Those who prefer this method are perfectly 
aware that, under God, all success will depend 
on the divinely-given wisdom and thorough- 
ness of the preparation of the workers, in- 
cluding the parents, and of the scholars, for 
this most important day. 


The one object of these children’s services 
is— 

To present the Lord Jesus Christ clearly to 
the mind, heart and conscience, avoiding un- 
due emotionalism. 


To bring each young person to the point 
of deciding for Christ. Here we are shut up 
to the indispensable but delightful guidance 
and control of the Holy Spirit. Our Saviour 
promised the Comforter for this very purpose. 


Now—the “tending the lambs.” ~Pastor, 
superintendent, teachers and parents should 
co-operate in gathering all the pupils who 
have taken their stand for Christ into classes, 
training patiently and affectionately for church 
membership. ; 


Pastors, superintendents, teachers, what 
saith the Spirit to your hearts concerning this 
appeal?—W. 


In the Lenten Season. (400) 

The great aim of personal work is to win 
souls into the kingdom of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. To accomplish this 
beneficent result there is nothing more desir- 
able on the part of Christian workers than 
definiteness of method, and the observance’ of 
what is called “Decision Day” has proved to 
be an efficient aid in promoting the growth 
of the Kingdom. 

While the particular date upon which Deci- 
sion Day shall be observed is a matter which 
has been left very much to the local churches, 
yet a large number have found it profitable to 
observe it in the season of Lent. 


Double Decision Day Card. 


) (401) 
Master is come, 


“The and calleth for 
thee.” 

I am already a professing Christian, but I 
want to. be a more loyal and earnest one, and 
on this Decision Day I do reconsecrate myself 
to my Master, Jesus Christ, and promise him 
that I will try to be more faithful to every 
duty of my Christian life. 


“Choose you this day, whom ye will serve.” 

I am not yet a professing Christian, but I 
know I ought to be one, and I desire to be 
one, and on this Decision Day I do accept 
Jesus Christ as my personal Saviour, and prom- 
ise him that I will try to live a faithful Chris- 
tian life. 


Address 


Some Real Decisions for Christ (402) 

The boys and girls enter the intermediate 
department in a certain school at eight or nine 
years, and remain three years. In giving the 


‘a Christian, but I will try.” 


summing up of the lesson, which was an a. 
propriate one, the superintendent asked tha 
each one present write his decision on a bi 
of paper,—a little personal note out of hi 
heart to the superintendent. Every one in th) 
room responded. Here are some of the, ex 
pressions: 


“T do not think I have been acting just lik; 


“T want to be a Christian all my life. I wil 
try to do as God wishes me to.” From a girl 

“T intend to be a servant of God, my re 
maining days,” says a boy who united witl 
the church the next Sunday. 

“T intend to be a Christian, but I do no 
know whether I will join the church. I wil 
decide that after a while,’ wrote a boy whe 
decided it the next Sunday. 

“T choose this day to serve Christ, and tc 
do his will all my life,” by a fine lad who cams¢ 
into the church at once. 

“T want to become a Christian, and inten¢ 
to pray to God to help me serve and obey 
him.”—A sweet, motherless girl. 

“IT am not old enough to unite with the 
church, but I want to be a Christian first.” — 


An honest boy writes: “I do not think | 
have been as good as I could have been, bu 
JT will promise with all my heart to be true tc 
the Lord and serve his name, for it is my one 
great wish to be a Christian.” 

A sincere girl says: “I would love to be < 
Christian, but I know I am not good enough 
but I will try to be, if God will help me.” 


A boy, who has known what temptation i 


to have God for my father always.” 

Nothing was said to these boys and girls 
about “joining the church,” though that idez 
seems to have entered into many minds. It 1: 
a serious confusion of ideas for our childrer 
to feel that joining the church is the end o 
attainments, instead of its beginning, after the 
decision for Christ has been fully made. Thesé 
answers are given for what they may teach 
others who have the care of children.—L | 


The Pastor’s Privilege. (403) 

“No ‘pastor can conduct the Decision Da 
service unless he has been in the school PH 
sympathy with the teachers and scholars. Ne 
one can conduct it so effectively as he if thé 
results are to be conserved. No one is sq 
competent to do it. If he in this way reaches 
the children, he will be much more able td 
reach the parents.” | 


Teacher’s Pledge of Prayer and Persona 
Work. (404) 

God helping me, I will earnestly pray eack 
day, by name, for the conversion of eaclk 
member of my Sunday School class; and will 
endeavor to so illustrate in my life the gospe> 
of Christ which I teach, and to so come ir 
personal contact with my scholars outside the 
Sunday School, as to help answer my owr 
prayers, and secure the conversion of every 
member of my class. | 
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“How a Pastor Prepared for the Day. 
Se (405) 
be it was my privilege to be a co-worker with 
the Rev. Dr. Howard Agnew Johnston of the 
Madison Avenue Church in New York City, 
in his preparation for the observance of Deci- 
sion Day. 
| A large gathering of his teachers was ad- 
dressed “by the doctor. He told them exactly 
‘in detail what he proposed to do himself, and 
“what he wanted them to do. He said that he 
wanted the teachers to have their scholars in 
“church on the morning of Decision Day, with 
‘aS many parents as possible. He then pro- 
“posed to preach a definite sermon on the im- 
portant matter of deciding for Christ. At the 
prext session of the Sunday School he expected 
to come into the Sunday School himself, and 
“invite all scholars who wanted to talk with 
-him personally about the matter of deciding 
p for Christ to remain behind after the close of 
the session. He urged the teachers to see to 
it that serious-minded scholars should be per- 
‘suaded to remain. He told his teachers defi- 
suas what point he wanted them to urge 
upon the scholars in the lesson of each of the 
_two Sundays before Decision Day, each of 
these points having to do definitely with their 
Beelationship toward Christ. So clearly was 
this matter put that no teacher could fail to 
understand what the doctor was driving at. 
. After his address, the writer was asked to 
“make the address of the evening to the teach+ 
“ers, making clear to them, so far as possible, 
the privilege and the duty of making the ut- 
most of this opportunity for bringing their 
scholars to a calm and intelligent decision for 
the Master—A. F. Schauffler, D. D. 


A Decision Day Method. (406) 
Once after a talk on Joshua’s grand Deci- 
sion Day, and a personal talk, instead of dis- 
tributing cards, I asked the scholars, who in 
this instance were all between nine and thir- 
teen, to go home, think of what we had been 
talking about, pray over it, asking the Lord 
what they ought to do, and then bring me 
their decision written on paper the next Sun- 
‘day. No hint was given as to the wording, 
excepting as such naturally would come into 
the talk on that scene. But the next Sabbath 
a pile of little papers were laid up my desk, 
almost all worded with slight variations in 
this way, “No matter what other folks do, as 
for me, God helping me, I choose from this 
time to serve the Lord.’—Pastor. 


The Child Samuel. 

“The child Samuel.” I Sam. 3:1. 

We shall not speak of Samuel the mighty 
prophet and ruler, but simply of Samuel the 
child. I think all we know of him as a child 
is noteworthy. 

I. He was a child of much prayer. 

All mothers are not Hannahs, but those who 
are will have a rich reward sooner or later. 
Better to be born to such an inheritance than 
to the wealth of the world. 

It. He was a consecrated child. 

Some of you are consecrated; that is, as far 
as your parents can influence your lives, these 
lives shall be devoted to God. Will you re- 


(407) 


voke this holy offering?” Or, will you say, 
“Mothers! fathers! you promised, as far as 
you were concerned, we should be the Lord’s; 
we will fulfill your desires!” Today gratify 
their longings by giving yourselves to God. 


Ill. He was a converted child. 
read: “The Lord was with him.” 


Many doubt your capacity to become Chris- 
tians. Yet we are sure many as young as you 
love God and trust in his son. 


IV. He was a tempted child. 


Samuel was cast into the pernicious society 
of two of the most debased of men—Hophni. 
and Phinehas. We all know how often the 
influence of the older men corrupts the most 
innocent and amiable. Yet “Samuel grew on, 
and was in favor both with the Lord and with 
men.” 


Great was the grace resting on him. Great 


the determination to serve God of this young 
heart. 


V. He was an honored child. 


God had something to tell Eli; 
choose a priest or aged prophet. No; he 
chose Samuel. Samuel was chosen because 
he was a simple believer. He loved God and 
loved the truth. 

Boys and girls, the world is calling you— 
calling you to its fashions and pleasures. God 
is calling you to his honors. Which will you 
choose? 


For we 


He did not 


An Earnest Pastor. (408) 
In one school in Pennsylvania the pastor 
himself had secured the names of seventy-five 
of the scholars who had not accepted Christ, 
and with all the teachers on their knees he 
read over these names one by one until he 
could read no more because of the sobs of 
those who filled the room, and he told me 
when the results were tabulated that he did 
not believe there was one of the seventy-five 
that had not taken a stand for Christ—Chap- 
man. 


Lift Them Into Safety. (409) 
A little child fell from the path into the 
canal. A young woman, who alone saw the 
child, ran, threw herself upon the wall, and 
grasped the child’s arm. She had not suff- 
cient strength to lift him to the walk. Her ut- 
most energies were taxed to keep his head 
above the water. For more than twenty 
minutes was she in this position, when a man 
heard her cry and raised the child to a place of 
safety. Yet the village, when the incident be- 
came known, applauded and honored the girl 
as the rescuer. Teacher, if you first succeed 
in keeping these boys’ lives above the engulf- 
ing current of sensuality and vice by your 
utmost endeavors, some pastor or evangelist 
may come along and lift them into safety, and 
the community may call them his converts, but 
some day in heaven you shall be acknowledged 
as the rescuer of their lives—Forrest E. Da- 
eas 1D), ID 
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Child Members. (410) 


The little son of a distinguished minister 
came to him one day to say. that he wanted 
to become a member of the church. His father 
thought he knew the boy and said to him: 
“My son, you may not just understand what 
it means to join the church.” The child, how- 
‘ever, assured him that he did. Finally, the 
father persuaded him to accept this proposi- 
tion. He said: ‘We are just now going away 
for the summer vacation. When we come 
back, if you still wish it, we will then take 
you into the church.” This was not according 
to the boy’s desire, but he yielded. The sum- 
mer passed, but, said this minister, “When I 
came back in the fall I came back without my 
boy. He died in the summer days.” Doubt- 


less the child was accepted of Christ because ' 


of his desire, but I am firmly convinced that 
he ought to have been in the church, and the 
father believes it, too, today.—Chapman. 


Decision Day Results. (411) 
On Easter Sunday fifty-six persons were re- 
ceived into my church. Of this number forty- 
four were by confession of Christ. Of this 
forty-four, thirty-nine were members of the 


Sunday School; and of the others who cam 
on the same occasion, by letter and confession 
a great majority, I think, were reached anc 
brought in through the influence, of the Sun- 
day School and particularly as the result. of 
Decision Day.—Moore. 


Child Saving. (412) 

A farmer in North Carolina drove into a 
neighboring city with a spirited team of 
horses, stepped out on the street and sud- 
denly the horses became frightened and started! 
to run. We grasped hold of them and finally; 
drew himself up until he had the bridle rein, 
but he could not stop them. On they rushed 
through the streets until they came to a bar- 
rier which made it impossible for them to go 
on. They sprang up into the air and stopped, 
but they came down upon the body of the 
man. Bruised, bleeding, dying, his friends 
drew him forth from beneath their feet and 
they said, “Why didn’t you let them, go?” 
With a whisper he said, “Look in the wagon,” 
and in the wagon was his boy. I can quite un- 
derstand this, as fathers we would give up) 
our very lives for our children. | 
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Revival Methods. (413) 

The best hand-book on revivals is the Book 

of Acts. If you desire a revivak in your 

church, a God-inspired, God-continued and 

God-approved revival, you can have it by fol- 
lowing out the program in Acts 19. 


I. Secure a company of believers, filled 
with the Holy Spirit, as a saving remnant, vs. 
1-7. Paul secured twelve laymen in Ephesus, 
God has always saved by a remnant, Isa. 1:9. 
God would have saved Sodom if there had 
been a faithful remnant. Gen. 18:23-33; Pente- 
cost was made possible on the human side by 
a faithful remnant of 120. Acts 1:13-15. Every 
revival has been inaugurated by the prayers 
and practice of a Spirit-filled remnant. 


II. Public services. (a) Where they were 
held. (1) In the synagogue, v. 8. The reg- 
ularly stated place of worship was first used. 
Some things in the church are not to be com- 
mended, but Christ founded the church to ac- 
complish his work. Revivals can be, and ought 
to be, conducted by the church. (2) In the 
school of Tyrannus, v. 9. Daily meetings were 
held for two years in this public hall. Christ 
preached in the temple and out of it. If the 
people will not come to the church, we must 
take the church to them. The command of 
Christ is, “Go out and bring them in.” Luke 
14:21. The problem is to get a hearing for 
Christ among the unsaved; get a hearing, and 
you get a revival. Go where you can get a 
hearing! (b) The message in the meetings. 
It is one thing to get a hearing; the next 
problem is what to give the people when you 
secure a hearing. Notice what Paul’s message 
was. (1) “The things concerning the king- 
dom of God,” v. 8 Not politics, nor litera- 
ture, nor science, but the kingdom of God. 
(2) The word of the Lord Jesus, v. 10. Christ 


was the theme of his preaching everywhere, 1} 
Cor. 2:2. (3) Kept back nothing that was} 
profitable. Acts 20:20. Not pleasure, but profit. , 
was his object. (4) “The whole counsel of) 
God.” Acts 20:27. Sin as well as salvation, 
the future as well as the present. 


III. The spirit of the messenger. (a) Ten-; 
derest compassion; “with tears.” Acts 20:31.) 
Not with professional courtesy, but with per-. 
sonal love. (b) Persevering industry; “night. 
and. day.” Acts 20:31. Not by spasm,"but Dy! 
patient, persistent labor. 

IV. Personal work. Acts 20:20, 21. He 
went from house to house pleading with the 
people to accept Christ. Personal contact 
focuses the public message upon the individual 
life. Pray and labor for a revival of individual | 
work for individuals in your church and com-_| 
munity. 

V. Results. (a) All heard the word, v. 10, 
(b) Some were hardened and disobedient, v. 9. | 
(c) Many repented, believed and confessed 
Christ, vs. 18-20. (d) “No small stir;” holy | 
confusion, vs. 23, 29. (e) Some were mad, v. | 


28. (f) Epistle to the Ephesians. Lord, mul-| 
tiply such revivals —T S. H. | 
(a | 
Obtaining Salvation. (414) 
Romans 10:1-21. | 

The way of life set forth: 
I. The need of salvation, v. 1. They were 


lost and needed to be saved; else the prayer 
was pious cant.:What is the salvation of which 
we are in need? Salvation is used in the Bi- 
ble with three shades of meaning; it refers to 
(1) the past, (2)'the present, (3) the future. 
For the guilt of the past there is full forgive- 
ness. Isa.01:18:. When God saves ‘a sinner he 
gives him a clean record by blotting out the 
sins of the past. Col. 2:13, 14. In the present 
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be III. 


ee f é 

God gives us victory over the power of sin; 
-Yfor “sin is a ceaseless, undying power in the 
life.” Salvation not only fixes up the past, but 
‘provides for the present. For the future God 
gives the assurance of final salvation of the 
faithful. Matt. 24:13 ; 

Il. Sincerity will not save you, v. 2. Saul 
was thoroughly sincere on his way to Damas- 
cus to prosecute the Christians, but he was 
sincerely wrong. Read his confession in Acts 


} 26:9, 10. He was sincere, but he was not saved 
} until he received Christ as Saviour and Lord. 


‘His zeal was misdirected. 
Morality will not save you, v. 3. Saul 
-was thoroughly moral; he was living a blame- 


| ‘less life, measured by the customs of his day. 


Phil. 3:6. The young ruler was clean, honest, 


| reverent, conscientious, but this did not save 


him. He lacked one thing. Mark 10:17-22; 
that one thing was the kingship of Christ in 
his life, and lacking that he lacked everything. 

IV. Christ alone can save you, vs. 4-7. 
Neither tears nor prayers, neither men nor 
angels, neither wishes nor resolves will save 
you. Christ can save you; Christ alone can 
save you; Christ will save you, if you will 
_give him the control of your life. 1 Tim. 1:15. 
= V. Steps to salvation, vs. 8-10.. (a) The 
message has been given, v. 8. Christ is here; 
you need not wait for him; he is waiting for 
Bou. -fsa. 59:1. (b) “Believe in thy heart,” 
-v. 9. Not head belief, but heart belief. Heart 


p 


| belief commits the life into the hands of the 


one believed. 2 Tim. 1:12 (c) “Confess with 
thy mouth,” v. 9. “Belief is necessary before 
we are saved, and confession is necessary after 
we are saved.” Christ urges us to confess 
him before men, so as to be confessed by him 
before his Father. Matt. 10:32. 

VI. Salvation assured, vs. 11-13. Here is 
his promise, John 6:37, which cannot be 
broken. Christ will not deceive; back of his 
word is himself. The assurance rests on the 
character of a divine promiser. John 5:24. 

VII. Salvation proclaimed, vs. 14-24. Tell 
out the glad tidings to others. The sinful, the 
sad, the sorrowing world needs the salvation 


you have received. Tell the news to the 
needy!—T. S. H. 
| Christ’s Messages. (415) 


and came unto him.” 


“And when she had so’said, she went her 
way, and called Mary her sister, secretly; say- 
‘ing, The Master is come and calleth for thee. 
_As soon as she heard that, she arose quickly 
John #11328, 29. 

Bethany is the next spot we should visit, 
vafter Calvary. Calvary cries to all the world, 
“Look on me!” Bethany cries to all the look- 
ers, “Lean on me!” Here we find how he re- 
gards those he has’ saved. How he treats the 
sorrowful, the learner, the over-careful. In 
this particular instance we may learn: 

I. The character of Christ’s messages to 
his friends. ‘He calleth for thee;” that is, he 
desires to see you. 

1. Its benignity. No stern command. He 
rules by love. 

2. Its authority. “The Master is come.” 
Christ’s presence gives weight to his message. 

3. Its personality. “For thee!” 

: 4. Its suitability. Mary’s heart was well- 


ne broken; what was more likely to cheer 
er! 

II. We learn the best way to convey his 
messages. He chose the most desirable mes- 
senger, one who loved both himself and Mary. 
So the gospel message is best borne by lovers 
of Jesus and souls. 

1. Without ostentation. 


“Secretly.” No 


parade, no assumption of dignity. 


2. Prudently. “Secretly.” Publicity might 
have defeated the Lord’s end in this case. 
There are cases when great prudence needs 
to be blended with our zeal, or else we miss 
our aim. 

3. Plainly. Rhetoric sometimes, like a too 
great profusion of flowers in a garland, ob- 
scures the face it is meant to adorn. 

Ill. How Christ’s messages are treated by 
his friends. j 

1. She listened to it. “Of course,” you say. 
But do we always? Are not our ears often 
deaf to his calls? 

2. She was influenced by it. She invented 
no excuse; she might have easily; but she 


obeyed. 
3. She obeyed at once: You obey. .Do it 
at once. . 
Give Me Thine Heart. (416) 
“My son, give me thine heart.” Prov. 23:26. 


In this chapter God is speaking to men un- 
der the similitude of a father addressing his 
son. 

I. We may regard this request as strange. 

Strange from a father’s lips. Surpassingly 
strange from such a father’s. What surprise 
would fill an archangel’s breast were he thus 
addressed! With what mingled wonder and 
awe would he answer, “Thou knowest that I 
love thee!” Yet an archangel has not more 
cause to love the Father than man. He has 
not a higher destiny than we are offered. He,. 
never received such a proof of love. as we have. 
in the gift of the Son of God. 

Il. We may regard this request as compre- 
hensive. 

God requires “the heart,” that is, a real prac- 
tical love. 

1. Not mere sentiment. Not mere impulse. 
Not mere word-love. But a love that implicity 
obeys. That leads us to delight in God. \ 

2. Not merely the acts of filial love. God 
might as well have slaves as son's if the es- 
sence of sonship consisted in performing cer- 
tain works. 

Ill. We may regard this request as signifi- 
cant. 

If God asks our love, it is evident he already 
loves us. We never ask those for their love 
who are disliked by us. Now the already ex- 
isting love of God to us should be the pattern 
of our love to him. 

IV. We may regard this request as prac- 
ticable. 

It is possible to give the heart to God. An 
objector may say, “How can I love an abstrac- 
tion?” We are not required. God is manifest 
in the flesh. If we give the heart to Christ, 
it is given to God. Can we not love Jesus, the 
Lord? Come, sit at his feet, look up into his 
face, hear his words, and say, Is it difficult to 
love such.a being? 
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Strange But True. 
“Vet there is room.” Luke 14:22. _ 

“Vet there is room” reminds us of the va- 
cant places which ought to have been filled; 
of those who would not come. How many we 
love have not entered to this supper yet! And 
we are working and praying for them that 
they may join us. Nor do we work in vain— 
there is room—we are engaged in no doubtful 
work; if we can but lead men to come, we are 
sure when they -are brought they will find 
admittance and acceptance. 

I. A Strange fact. 

1. That there should be room at such a 
supper. The tables of the wealthy seldom lack 
guests. 

2. That there should be room after such 
an invitation. The invitation was to “many.” 
The invitation was hearty and _ pressing. 
“Come.” “Ready.” The invitation was con- 
veyed by the host’s own servants. 

3. That there should be room after such 
exertions. The servants had invited, besides, 
the maimed, halt, blind, etc. 

Il. A welcome announcement. 

1. There is room for such guests. Those 
having no claim. The wayfarer; the stranger; 
the beggar. 

2. There is room, though so many have as- 
sembled. Doubtless many, as described in v. 
21, accepted the invitation. “Yet,” after such 
a gathering! 

3. There is room, though the host has been 
so treated. It is a marvel there was a supper 
at. all. 

Ilf. An alarming inference. 

Though there is, there will not always be 
room. 


Saul of Tarsus Praying. 


(418) 

“Behold, he prayeth.” Acts 9:2. 
Wihtateesanl ot) Larsus: pray!) hat blas- 
phemer! Does he pray? O! then, what a won- 


drous change must have been effected in his 
whole character, thoughts, views, feelings and 
desires!\ It is even so. 

Here, then, you have: 

I. An object of thrilling interest. A man 
in prayer; the most interesting object under 
heaven—it excites the liveliest interest in 
heaven and in hell. “Behold, he prayeth.” 
Then the Eternal bends from his throne to 
listen. Does he pray?—then the Redeemer in- 
tercedes in his behalf, and the cross is a pledge 
for the acceptance of his prayers. Does he 
pray?—then the Holy Spirit inspires, animates, 
dictates his petition, and pleads for him, etc. 
Does he pray?—then cherubims and seraphims 
and morning stars of light have exulted over 
him. 

1. It is in harmony with every correct sen- 
timent and feeling of the human mind. Prayer 
is the utterance of a right mind. 

2. It is in perfect accordance with our sit- 
uation as creatures. We are dependant. Those 
who never pray, seem to act upon the mon- 
strous supposition that they are their own 
creator. 

3. It especially becomes us as sinners. 

4. It is the very element of the Christian. 
“Behold, he prayeth.” 

II. A circumstance of a hopeful character. 


cy 


1. To himself. When a man begins to pray 
he begins fo feel. Real prayer is the utterance 
of feeling; there may be the form, the cere- 


mony, the expression of prayer, without feel- 
ing, but not reality. When a man begins to | 


| 


pray, he begins to feel. It is the language of 


his heart; and instead of uttering more than | 


he feels, he utters far less. 


When a man begins to pray he begins to. | 
yield, his heart is subdued. The rebel is won, | 
the triumph on the part of God is complete. 
Saul of Tarsus begins | 


O! what a reverse now! 
to say, “Lord, what wilt thou have me to dor” 

Faith is essential to prayer. There is no 
genuine prayer without faith. Does a man 
pray?—then he has fled, or is flying, for refuge 
to the mediatorial work of Christ. Did I say 
it was a hopeful circumstance? I recall the 
word! he has risen far above that level; it is 


an absolute, infallible certainty; the salvation — 


of the man who prays in faith is certain as the 
faithfulness, the immutability of the Father. 

2. It is a hopeful circumstance to others. 
To the family in which he dwells. 
church he attends. To the world in which he 
lives. 


Resolution, (419) 


“J will arise, and go to my father, and will | 
say unto him, Father, I have sinned against — 


” 


heaven, and before thee,” etc. Luke 15:18, 19. 


We have read in ancient history of the 
wolves that nurtured Romulus. and Remus, 
when cast on shore by the Tiber, half dead. 
The old fable may serve us here. Misery and: 
want—the wolves that oftentimes devour hu- 
man happiness by God’s mercy—become the 
nursing-mothers of the despairing heart. 


The prodigal’s wretchedness, like a magi- 
cian’s wand, touched and awakened the dor- 
mant faculties of his being. Memory awoke, 
and he cried, “My father!” Courage awoke, 
and he said, “I will arise, and go.” Conscience 
awoke, and he cried, “I have sinned.” 

I. See how true penitents regard 
selves. 

“He came to himself.” 
self as he is. 


them- 


He now sees him- 
é Flatterers had made him believe 
he was wise, generous, true-hearted, brave, 
magnanimous. They had held up before him 
the portrait of a great man, and declared he 
looked into a mirror; but now-he sees himself 
as he is. Sin is indeed a mocker. Pride and 
vanity serve us as those eastern courtiers 
served the peasants. They bore him, when 
asleep, to the palace, and stood waiting on him 


in the morning when he awoke, called him. | 


“my lord,” brought him kingly robes, bent 
the knee, and sought his favor, until at leneth 
he thought it was a troubled dream that he had 
ever been a peasant. But he slept again, and 
awoke to find himself in his hovel. All-of us 
must come to ourselves sometime, however 
deluded we be as to ourselves. Blessed, in- 
deed, will it be if we wake up, as the prodigal 
before it is too late. a 

In every case self-knowledge will make us 
estimate ourselves as he did himself. 

1. He felt himself to be a sinner againet 
God and man. = 
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2. _ He felt himself to be an inexcusable sin- 
ner. He pleads no extenuating circumstances. 
3. He felt himself to be claimless. “I am 


4. He was willing to do anything to testify 
his penitence. “Make me as one of thy hired 


4 servants.” 


II. See how true penitents regard God. 

1. He evidently believed his father was un- 
changed. The same kind, indulgent, patient 
_ parent. 

24 Ae believed his father would treat him 
kindly. This is shown by the fact of his wil- 
lingness to become a hired servant. 

3. He knew his father abhorred his sins. 
True penitents feel that God, in receiving 
—_them, does not in any way countenance their 
sins. 


This was the prodigal’s wise resolve—to re- 
turn home. Every door was closed against 
him but this. “No man gave to him.” Oh, re- 
a as he resolved. 

What Evangelism Is. (420) 


Let a single incident illustrate the simplest 
form of evangelism. 
It is at the close of a morning service in a 


country church. 


The stranger that has preached approaches 
a young man of eighteen, learns his name and 


- then frankly and kindly says, “George, are 
you a Christian man?” 


pot yet, sir.” 
“George, if you knew exactly what Christ 


wanted you to do to get started, to take the 


part of the minister; 


thus: 
you up till now; 
count that I belong to you. 


up to him, and with tears of joy says, 


first real step in the Christian life, would you 


edo it?” 


“Ves, sir, I think I would.” 
“Sit down a minute,” and then in a few mo- 


ments he explains what it means to accept 


Christ as Saviour and as Lord. 
“Now, George, understanding the matter 


thus far, are you willing?” 


set am.” ? 

They bowed together, and George prayed 
“© Lord Jesus, I have not been serving 
but from this time I will 
Please help me. 
Amen.” 

“George, do you want to keep this a dead 
secret?” 

“Why, no.” 

The pastor is called over, and George walks 
“Pastor, 
J have given my heart to Jesus; I am going to 
work for him now.’ 

That was evangelism. 

Simple? Yes. It required two things: First, 
a genuine loving interest in George on the 
and, second, a_ clear 


‘ enough knowledge of Christ and of Christ’s 


d 


$ could get hold of it. 


saving relation to men to state it so George 
Both of these things are 
within reach of the ordinary disciple-—Rev. 


James A. Francis, D. D. 


The Evangelist. (421) 
The message must have a’ messenger. 
A hotel was burned. It was a five-story 
wooden structure. It was supposed that the 
guests were already rescued. The lower 


stories were already wrapped in flames. 
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The firemen stood back, when, Lo! at a fifth- 
story window there /Appeared the white face of 
an invalid woman,’ who had been porate 
Up went the longest ladder. 

It was five feet too short. 

Quick as a flash a broad-shouldered fireman 
stepped beneath the window, straightened up, 
and said, “Rest the ladder on my shoulders.” 

They did so. One held it while another 
went up, smashed the window, and took the 
woman in his arms; and in a moment she was 
safe. 


The ladder was long enough to do the busi- 
ness when it was pieced out by the length of 


a man. So is the gospel. 
But who? 
Why, any one that knows by experience 


Christ’s saving power. 


How to Become a Christian. (422) 
The first step is to give up sin, and trust 
Christ to save you from it. Then begin the 
Christian life in a humble and trusting way, as 
the child begins the alphabet at school. Don’t 
look for marvels. Don’t expect to see visions. 
Don’t ask for raptures, but ask expectantly for 
power to live in a way to please God. Be- 
lieve that the Spirit of Christ will come into 
your heart, and cause you to love God and 
delight in his will; not because you feel happy, 
but because you are definitely trusting him 
to do what he has said he will do. He says 
that if you will forsake vour sins he will blot 
them out, and give you his Holy Spirit. Be- 
lieve it, and accept salvation as his free gift. 
He says he will enable you to live as a child 
of God should. Believe him and undertake it. 
He says he will help you to bear your troubles. 
Trust him and try him. He says he will give 
you strength for labor, courage for conflict, 
power to resist temptation, and grace sufficient 
for your evety-day need. Take him at his 
word, and you will soon know for yourself 
how blessed it is to trust and obey. Commit 
yourself to the new life you have undertaken 
to live by uniting with the church of your 
choice, and then take your duties as they come, 
and perform them in a way you believe will 
please God. Read your Bible daily, and bring 
your life into line with what it teaches, and 
your doubts will soon be gone. 


Confess At Once. (423) 
A young Christian, who had lately accepted 
Christ as his Saviour, was talking with J. Hud- 
son Taylor, the missionary. The young man 
seemed reluctant to make a public profession 
before he had learned more about his new 
Maes 
“Well,” said Mr. Taylor, “I have a question 
to ask you. When you light a candle, do you 
light it to make the candle more comfortable?” 
“Certainly not,” said the other, “but in order 
that it may give more light.” 
“When does it first become useful—when it 
is half burned down?” 
“No; as soon as I light it.” 
“Very well,” said the missionary promptly; 
“oo thou and do likewise; begin at once. 


Hindering Others. (424) 
At midnight there was a cry of “fire,” and 
a large hotel was found wrapped in flames. 
Heroic men rushed to the spot, battled with 
the flames and rescued many of the inmates 
of the burning house But in an upper room 
were a man, his wife and a child. The man 
locked and barred his door and would neither 
leave the room himself nor suffer his wife or 
child to leave it. He also effectually resisted 
the efforts of those who would have entered 
to save them. You will say this man was 
either a madman or a fiend. What then will 
you say of him who by conscious influence, or 
unconscious example, prevents those around 
him from escaping from the destruction which 
will overtake those who remain in sin? 


Now, Though Young. (425) 

A young girl visiting the country was fol- 
lowing the farmer’s wife along a winding, half 
overgrown path amid a winding tangle of wild 
flowers. The young visitor exclaimed at their 
varicty and beauty. “I mean to gather all [ 
can carry when we come back and have a lit- 
tle more time,’ she said. “Better pick them 
now, if you want them,” said the elder woman. 
“It isn’t likely we'll come back this way.’ It 
svas one of those simple homely incidents that 
sometimes seem to epitomize life. We must 
pick now if we want them at all, the flowers 
of grace and salvation that God scatters along 
our way. ——_—_—_—__—_ 
Heed The Signal. (426) 
To test the attention paid to signals by their 
engineers, some of the officials of one of our 
great railways recently set the signal mean- 
ing “Stop and investigate.” Twenty-four trains 
went past it, their engineers paying no atten- 
tion to it whatever. The twenty-fifth heeded 
it., How forcibly this may be applied to men’s 


heedlessness of moral signals. Only the ex- 
ceptional man heeds them. 
By And By. (427) 


So inveterate has the habit of procrastina- 
tion become among men that the phrase “by 
and by,” which, in the time of the early Eng- 
lish translators of the Bible, meant “imme- 
diately,” now means the very opposite.— 


Trench. ——_—— 
: Tomorrow—Today. (428) 
Dr. Mathieson once said, that it is a solemn 
thing to say “tomorrow” when God says “to- 
day,” because man’s tomorrow and God’s to- 
day never meet. ——<$<—<—=$ $= 
_ Witnesses in The Court. (429) 
An eminent jurist of New Jersey, who was 
an unheliever, stepped into a prayer-meeting 
room to see a man on business. It was a tes- 
timony service, and as he waited a number ot 
his neighbors testified concerning the reality 
of Christian experience. He reasoned: “If 
these people were my witnesses in the court- 
room I should win the case. If their testimony 
is reliable in other matters, why not concern- 
ing spiritual things?” He rose and confessed 
his doubts and asked for help. He is now a 
class leader in that very church. 


Make a Full Confession. (430) 
At West Point three flags are used on the 
high flagpole at the north end of the parade 


ground. One is the storm flag, about eigh 
py four feet; the other is the post flag, twent 
by ten feet; and the third is the holiday flag 
thirty-six by twenty. In bad weather. the 
storm flag flies. Once a cadet’s mother, inter- 
ested in the Christian character and influence 
of her son, asked him if he kept his flag fly- 
ing. “Yes, mother,” he replied, yi keep my 
storm flag flying.” She was satisfied wit 
this reply, not knowing that it signified really 
that he was no more pronounced a Christia 
than he had to be. He flew his smallest flag 
That is the way with some Christians. They 
don’t want to abandon it altogether, but they 
don’t fly any more colors than they can help 
With some people, going to church once o 
Sunday is the extent of their open confessio 
of Christianity. With others, it is that, an 
now and then a Christian utterance. But the 
kind of Christians Christ wants are the me 
and women, boys and girls, who will get out 
the biggest flag, and fly it before the world. 


Examples of Reluctance. (431) 

A young man, who was a Christian, brought 
an unconverted friend to one of our meetings: 
The service was a very solemn one, and the 
young man was very much impressed, but 
came to no decision. At the close of the 
meeting the two young fellows went out to- 
gether. The young Christian was greatly 
concerned for his friend, and concluded that 
the best thing to do was to intercept me o 
my way home and introduce his friend. His 
intention remaining unsuspected, he induce 
his friend to walk around the block; at th 
street corner we met, and I was introduced! 
The unconverted young man turned to his 
companion and said, indignantly, “I believ 
you brought me around here on purpose t 
meet this man.” 

“Well,” said I, “suppose he did; I’m not 
bear.” 

“That may be,’ he replied, “but I didn’t 
want to meet you.” 

I said, “Neither do you want to meet God] 
but some day you will have to do it.” We 
conversed for some time longer, and when Wwe 
parted he had surrendered to God. At the 
next communion he united with the church. 


Jesus, It’s Me. (432) 
At a religious meeting in the south of Lon: 
don a timid little girl wanted to be prayed for; 
she wanted to come to Jesus, and said to the 
Christian man who was conducting the meet- 
ing, “Will you pray for me in the meeting; 
please? But do not mention my name.” I 
the meeting which followed, when every hea 
was bowed and there was perfect silence, the 
gentleman prayed for the little girl who want- 
ed to come to Jesus, and he said, “O Lord] 
there is a little girl who does not want her 
name known, but thou dost know her; save 
her precious soul!’ There was stillness for: 
a moment, and then away back in that congre- 
gation a little girl arose, and a pleading little 
voice said. “Please, it’s me, Jesus; it's me.” 
She did not want to have a doubt. The more 
she had thought about it the hungrier her 
heart was for forgiveness. She wanted to be 
saved, and she was not ashamed to say, “Jesus; 
it’s me.’—Dr. George F. Pentecost. 
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March, 


10. A Lukewarm Church. Rev 3:14-22; Matt. 
11:16-19. Need of activity and a posi- 
tive message. 


ill. The Christian Sabbath. Isa. 56:2-7; Mark 


2:24-27. How can we aid an universal 
observance. 


12. Weaknesses in “Organized” Church Work. 


Rom. 12:1-21. Responsibility of the in- 
dividual member. 

13. My Bible. 2 Tim. 3:16, 17. How much of 
it have you made yours? 

Strengthening the Work of the Kingdom. 
Neh. 2:17-20; Neh. 4:7-23; Neh. 5:1-13; 
Heb.-12:1, 2; Rev. 3:7-14; John 21:15-17. 
Laying aside hindrances. 


April. 
fio. Easter Thoughts. I Cor. 15:12-57. The 
i Christian’s faith, hope, and joy in a res- 


B 17. Why are you a Christian? 


18 Steps in the Christian Life. 


_ 25. The Questions of the Bible. 


26. 


! 


16. 


21. Power of Prayer. 


surrection. 

Sins common to Church and Society. 
Rom. 13:7-14; Matt. 5:19, 20; 1 John 
1:8-10; 1 John 2:1, 2. How to get rid 
of sin. 


A study of 1 John. 

John 3:16; 
John 1:12; Matt. 10:32; Matt. 16:24. Be- 
lieve, receive, confess, deny, follow. 


May. 

19. Our Guide Posts. Psa. 119:11, 105; Deut. 
Si-O wet eters 2022591 Cora 4216, 
Home, Bible, Life, Heaven. 

The Cry of the City. Gen. 18:17-21; Heb. 
11:8-10, 16; Heb. 13:1-3 Home Mis- 
sions. Caring for the Immigrant. Bet- 
ter government. 


20. 


James 1:5-8; Jas: 5:13- 
20. How may we pray so that God can 
hear. 

The Cross of Christ. John 19:17-35; Isa. 
53:3-12. Cross-bearing and cross-shar- 


22. 


ing. 

Teaigence of Friendship. Ruth 1:15-18. 
1 Sam: 18:1-4; 1 Sam 20:12-42; 2 Sam. 
1:19-27; Matt. 11:19; John 15:13-15. 

June. 

Remember Jesus Christ. 2 Tim. 2:8, R. V. 

Gen. 3:9; 

1 Kings 19:9; 2 Sam. 12:9; Isa. 6:8; Mark 

8:36, 37. The most important of all. 


23. 


24. 


Heroes of Faith. Heb 11:4-34. Source of 
their power. 
27. Women of the Bible. Prov. 31:19-31. Les- 


sons from their lives. 
(Topic cards with subjects for April, May 
and June, 60 cents per hundred. F. M. Barton, 
Cleveland, Ohio.) 
March. 


A LUKEWARM CHURCH. 
Rev. 3:14-22; Matt. 11:16-19. 
Homiletic Hints. ee. 
A Lukewarm Church. 1. Its characteristics; 
—unattractive, the Spirit quenched; indiffer- 
ent, through neglecting the calls of Christ and 
an unsaved world; blind, because of sin, to real 
conditions. II. Its needs—activity and a posi- 
tive message. 


Our reasons. ' 


Prayer Meeting Department 


Suggestive Ways of Working. 

Distribute a blank card and have each mem- 
ber write on it just what he or she is willing to 
do for Christ and the church. Collect and 
plan new work, accordingly, 

: Thoughts on the Theme. 

The world’s heart is’ growing more tender. 
The beauty of Christ’s character has been seen 
and felt by this generation as by no other, and 
probably God’s ‘love has been preached as 
never before. Preaching of the divine law has 
been largely excluded! and the conscience of 
this generation is, therefore, weak and unedu- 
cated. Rarely do we see profound conviction 
of sin, such as was common under the preach- 
ing of Finney. Our habits, like our creeds, have 
relaxed much of their strictness. The changes 
which have taken place are in the diréction of 
inclination. In Sabbath observance, in the 
matriage relation, in the observance of law, the 
tendency is from strictness to looseness. We 
are in danger of exalting feeling or inclina- 
tion above conscience. 


Christ’s conception of the cross seems rare. 


It has come to mean trials, which must be ac- 
cepted in a Christian spirit, but which are in- 
cidental and occasional only. The cross as the 
very essence of Christianity, the daily cruci- 
fixion taught and exemplified by Christ and 
his apostles, seems almost to be lost out of the 
church. The debilitated conscience does not 
crucify. Men would follow Christ, but not to 
Golgotha.—Dr. Josiah Strong. 
Choked Channels. 

A competent physician, after examining a 
dyspeptic, prescribes for him; and, as a rule, 
his patient’s progress in recovery is in keep- 
ing with his complying with the directions 
given. 

Of course, the church is God’s chosen chan- 
nel through which the Spirit works; but clog 
the channel and you stop the flow. S. W. 
Gordon tells of a city in a mountain valley 
which was supplied with water from a moun- 
tain lake. The lake was full of water, the 
pipes were all in place, and the city in need of 
water, but not a hydrant would give out a 
single drop. Upon investigation, it was found 
that the channel was clogged. This removed, 
the water flowed freely. In our work for 
Christ maybe the clog of disobedience is in the 
channel of supply, and therefore our experi- 
ence of interest and power is meager, or has 
failed altogether. Let us examine ourselves. 
Look and see. ; 

Illustrations. 
Unused Protection. 

Scores of costly fire extinguishers and hun- 
dreds of fire buckets are picked up and de- 
stroyed every year by the agents of the in- 
surance patrol. They are all rendered worth- 
less by neglect. Acids which enter into the 
formulae of ‘most patent extinguishers eat 
away the tin coverings, and there is nothing 
to be done except to destroy the apparatus, 
because it becomes a peril in itself. The water 
buckets, which should be emptied and refilled 
at least once a week, simply rust out and be- 
come useless. 
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So it is with the church that neglects its 
opportunities. It is consumed by its own sins. 


Decaying Church. 

Some one tells the story of an artist who 
was once asked to paint a picture of a decay- 
ing church. To the astonishment of many, 
instead of putting on the canvas an old, totter- 
ing ruin, the artist painted a stately edifice of 
modern grandeur. Through the open portals 
could be seen the richly carved pulpit, the 
magnificent organ, and the beautiful stained 
glass windows. Within the grand entrance 
was an offering plate of elaborate design for 
the offerings of fashionable worshipers. But 
—and here the artist’s conception of a decay- 
ing church was made known—right above the 
offering plate, suspended from a nail in the 
wal!, there hung a square box, bearing the 
legend, 

“Bor Foreign Missions.” 
but right over the slot through which contri- 
butions ought to have gone, he painted a huge 
cobweb! 


THE CHRISTIAN SABBATH. 
Isa. 56:2-7; Mark 2:14-27. 
Homiletic Hints. 

I. It is God’s institution and gift. Il. 
Needed for rest of body and growth of spirit. 
III. Given as a sign between God and his 
people. IV. Our Sabbath day marks the 
Lord’s resurrection and our deliverance from 
power of death and sin. V. Blessings prom- 
ised for its keeping. 

Suggestive Ways of Working. 

‘If the members of just one church would 
agree to keep the Sabbath day holy it would 
work wonders in the community. The created 
sentiment that closed the postoffices can bring 
about abservance elsewhere. 

Thoughts on the Theme. 

In order that each man may have the liberty 
to rest, you. must have a law of rest for all. 
And our experience here, to say nothing of 
that of Great Britain and the Continent, goes 
far to show that unless a long pull, a strong 
pull, and a pull all together is made, there can 
nothing very effective be done in executing 
unpopular Sunday laws. We are citizens of 
two worlds. One day in seven is not too much 
time in which to educate ourselves for the 
world into which we haste——Joseph Cook: 

A religious paper says: “Slowly but surely 
the Puritan conception of Sunday has given 
way;” and then recommends opening of li- 
braries, and in general that the public be sup- 
plied with reading, music and allowed to visit 
the parks and the country. We hear it said 
that it is out of fashion, that in fifty years 
there will be no Sabbath. But has God 
changed? When did he recall the Fourth 
Commandment of the moral law? Man can no 
more alter these laws rooted in the nature of 
God and man than he can alter the laws of 
astronomy. God has created man’s nature to 
demand this day for the body, mind, and soul 


as it does water and food.—From The Dom-. 


inant Man, by Geo. A. Hood. 
A Rest Cure. 
There is an increasing tendency to regard 
Sunday as a weekly holiday rather than as a 
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weekly holy day. It is a day for physical res 
and recreation—or, rather, of attempted rec 
reation without any rest. A strong plea migbh 
well be entered against all this on merely hu: 
manitarian grounds. This crowded, hurrying 
life of ceaseless strain is already working its 
own nemesis. “Nerves” and the many ills tha’ 
flow from strained and disordered nerves are 
assuming gigantic proportions. We want. ¢ 
“rest-cure,” and the only one that will really 
meet our case is the weekly anticipation of the 
“rest” that “remaineth to the people of God.’ 
—The Churchman (London). 

Since God makes this Holy Day a memoria 
of creation, the sign of the covenant, chie 
among the Ten Commandments, the mos} 
commanding duty of religion, the prominen 
feature of the Hebrew year, the opportunity 
for genuine prayer and family life, our use o 
this day determines the character of our live 
—Geo. A. Hood. 

Illustration. | 
t is related of Gladstone, who was both ¢ 
polished gentleman and a consistent Christia 
that one Sunday evening Lord Morley, the 
agnostic, and the Marquis of Ripon, a Romar 
Catholic, were his visitors. After a time Glad 
stone arose, bowed his guests into the librar 
and silently withdrew. The sound of voice: 
singing a hymn in the drawing room apprisec 
the visitors that the great statesman had gone 
to hold family worship. He would not per 
mit mere human visitors to interfere with his 
customary devotions.—Christian Intelligencer 


WEAKNESSES OF ORGANIZATION I 
CHURCH WORK. 
Rom. 12:1-21. 
Homiletic Hints. 
I. Christianity is a life, not an organization 
The church is to be a body ruled by its Heac 


for souls. III. The aim of the church to’ ex: 
tend the kingdom is often lost in the effor 
to keep the machinery going. 


Suggested Ways of Working. | 

Each member to choose some unsaved per 
son, to pray and work for until he comes inte 
the kingdom. 

Thoughts on the Theme. 

Now we cannot, at the very outset, over 
emphasize the significance of Jesus Christ’! 
having declared that he was Christianity. W/¢ 
organize ourselves into Christian bodies on thé 
basis of some common spiritual sympathies: 
all the people who have any admiring regar¢ 
for religion are affiliated on one common basii 
and in one common organization. Our relig: 
ion then degenerates into common ethics an 
has divorced itself from a person, from loyalt 
to the claims of Jesus Christ himself. 

Buddhism, as has often been pointed out 
is the religion of a method; Mahommedanisn 
is the religion of a book; Christianity is the 
religion of a person.—Robert E. Speer. 

A man who is not a church member but if 
auditor of the church said: “Auditing churcl} 
accounts is not Christian work.” Neither is 
helping in fairs, suppers, socials, and other dex 


huh 


aan 
“vices for being busy about the church. Even 
-missionary and other organizations, and much 
committee work may be only burnishing ma- 
chinery; perhaps the minister, officers and 
members are polishing each other—Geo. A. 
Hood. 
_ First, the churches may well center atten- 
“tion upon operation rather than upon results. 
That is to say, the churches must more clearly 
distinguish between what they are trying to 
do and the way they are trying to do it. And 
this regard for operation demands a sharper 
definition of function. In a general way, of 
course, the church understands that its func- 
_ tion is the salvation of the world, but as to the 
process of salvation, or as the efficiency man- 
agement says, as to the operations in bringing 
about salvation, there seems to be a considera- 
able difference of opinion. The first step in 
larger efficiency must presuppose that a given 
establishment exists for a definite purpose, and 
that operation must conform to that process. 
Handlers of pig iron are not trained to be ef- 
ficient as workers of wood pulp machines and 
to switch men from one occupation to another 
is fatal to efficiency. Similarly in the case of 
the church, centering of attention upon opera- 
tion raises immediately the question to what 
“sort of operation the church should engage in. 
~—Dean Shailer Matthews. 
4 Illustrations. 
Everybody’s Business. 
A gentleman having but one servant, thought 
him over-burdened with work, and therefore 
took another to help him; now he had two, 
and one of them so trusted to the other’s ob- 
servance that they were often both missing, 
-and the work was not done. He chose an- 
other; now he had three, and was worse served 
than before. Therefore he told his friend, 
“When I had one servant, I had a servant; 
when I had two, I had but half an one; now I 
Yhave three, I have never a one.” ‘They say 
that many hands make light work; but it is 
usually seen that many hands make “slight” 
work. 
So when committees and machinery in 
church work are multiplied there are many 
who shift responsibility to others. 
y Artificial. 

From Mr. Moody comes a story of an arti- 

ficial bee that would buzz and fly around. The 
maker placed it beside a real bee and chal- 
lenged a large company to tell the difference. 
Some Solomon among them secured a drop of 
‘honey. Of course the real bee went for the 
‘honey, while the artificial bee continued to 
buzz and fly around. There are many who 
“make profession of Christianity; they fly 
around in the energy of the flesh with much 
serving but with no love for the Word, they 
do not know how to feed themselves or care 
for others. 


MY BIBLE. 
72 ADsinol, BREW WE 
Homiletic Hints. 
My Bible. I. What it has cost others that 
T might have it? II. It is self-evidencing 
whenever I’ve complied with its conditions. 
TII. Always a new book meets the needs of 
all men in all ages. 


Suggestive Ways of Working. 

Supply some child or person, or mission 
field with Bibles. If the Bible were removed 
from the world how large a Bible would you 
have? What are your favorite passages? 


Thoughts on the Theme. 
Daily Bread. 

The Bible is not a charm that, keeping it on 
our shelves, or locking it up in a closet, can 
do us any good. Nor is it a story book to 
read for amusement. It is sent to teach us 
our duty to God and man, to show us from 
what a height we are fallen by sin, and to what 
a far more glorious height we may soar if we 
will put on the wings of faith and love. This 
is the use of the Bible, and this use we ought 
to make of it—Augustus W. Hare. 


Bible Chained. 

In these days when all people have such 
free access to books it seems a curious cus- 
tom when we read that in 1537 Henry the 
Eighth ordered that a desk with a_ Bible 
chained be placed in all churches for the 
perusal of the common people, who came, 
some to read, and some to listen. Anne of 
Askew, who was burned at the stake, testified, 
during her examination, of reading from a 
chained Bible to the priests in the church. 


The Pure Word of God. 

John’ Wickliffe denounced the preaching of 
all kinds of stories and legends. He believed 
the word of God held the germ of spiritual 
life and wanted it preached as it was found in 
the Bible. That it might become accessible 
by all people he commenced the translation of 
the Scriptures into English, which was com- 
pleted after his death. 


He died in 1384 and forty-three years Tater 
his body was disinterred, the remains burned 
and his ashes were scattered to the winds. 

Great Lives Given for the Greater Book. 

John Gutenberg, when he unfolded his plan 
of printing from wooden blocks to a friend, 
was asked: “What will you print, the AEnid?” 
“No,” he replied, “something higher and great- 
er, the Holy Bible.” 

A learned papist once declared to William 
Tyndale, “We were better be without God’s 
law than the pope’s.” Tyndale replied, “If 
God spare my life, ere many years I will cause 
a ploughboy to know more of the Scriptures 
than thou dost.” 

Though poverty and distress were his con- 
stant lot; imprisonment and death ever staring 
him in the face, he fulfilled his prophecy. Com- 
pelled to leave England in 1524 he completed 
his translation in exile, dying as a martyr in 
1536. 

Jesus’ Bible. 

The Bible that Jesus knew was our Old 
Testament compiled with possible minor vari- 
ations as follows: 


1. The Law.—Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, 
Numbers, Deuteronomy. 

2. The Prophets—The Former Prophets; 
Joshua, Judges, Samuel, Kings. The 


Latter Prophets: Isaiah, Jeremiah, Eze- 
kiel; and considered as one book, Hosea, 
Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Na- 
hum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, 
Zechariah, Malachi. 
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3. The Writings—Psalms, Proverbs, Job, 
the Song of Solomon, Ruth, Lamenta- 
tions, Ecclesiastes, Esther, Daniel, Ezra 
and Nehemiah as one book, Chronicles.— 
Rev. Geo. E. Merrill. 

Illustrations, 
The Words Woke Up. 
At a conference of missionaries of the Amer- 


ican Sunday School Union, a middle-aged Ger- . 


man, a stranger, arose and asked to say a 
word. The topic under discussion was memor- 
izing passages of Scripture. In broken lan- 
euage he told how he had been taught when a 
child, “Come unto me all ye that labor,” and 
“Blessed are the poor in spirit.” Thirty years 
later, in the prime of manhood, he attended 
a revival service, and then as he so graphically 
expressed it, “Dose butiful vorts woke up.” 
Seed sown from God’s word in the heart of a 
child which brought him life eternal. 


STRENGTHENING THE WORK OF THE 
KINGDOM. 

Neh. 2:17-20; Neh. 4:7-23; Neh. 5:1-13; Heb. 
Zee ciNevioi/-14) ohne 2 Lal S=17. 
Homiletic Hints. 

I. God will prosper his own work. II. Hin- 
drances must be removed. III. Opposition is 
overcome by faith, prayer and work. IV. Each 
one who loves his Lord and others will want 

some share in the work. 
Suggestive Ways of Working. 

Develop latent power in inactive, timid 
members, by. giving them some one to look 
after. 

A class for young converts where they may 
be shown how to feed themselves from the 
Bible, and how to lead others to Christ. 

Thoughts on the Theme. 

What is it that the church has to say to a 
generation which has outgrown the moods 
and passions of the past, which is sceptical of 
history, distrustful of authority, and contemp- 
tuous of superstition,—a generation which has 
ceased to believe either in a sudden heaven or 
hell. The church has something to say, but 
much more to do. Nothing is of so much mo- 
ment as character; not what we can express 
in words as to that which we believe is of 
‘value, but rather, how surely and attractively 
we reflect in the manner of our living, the un- 
selfishness, the beauty, and the calm of Christ. 
We are Christians when we persuade and at- 
tract.—Souls in Action, by Harold Begbie. 

Undeveloped. 
_ In the average church one-half of its ability 
is still undeveloped. A few leading spirits 
overwork their talents until the church gets 
into a rut, while the less forward members of 
perhaps equal capacity lie fallow and useless. 
By personal observation, by incidental inquiry, 
the value of each member for religious work 
may be quietly but accurately ascertained. 

j Won By One. 

A wise pastor became acquainted with the 
youngest member of a class of seven young 
men who were studying in a select school and 
succeeded in leading him to Christ. Through 
him he gradually became acquainted with the 
other six and one by one he led them to the 
Saviour. By deftly using the social bond that 
united them he won them all when many an- 


other pastor would have been satisfied witl 
one alone—Rev. E. S. Lorenz. 
Illustrations. | ” 
Picture of a Working Church. 

This church lives by the love and loyalty 0 
its members and friends. | 

No master does it have save Christ; no con: 
straint save his love. : 

Peace is its passion; but strife for righteous; 
ness it will not shun. { 

Its work is for the kingdom of heaven anc 
the blessing of men. | 

Its privileges are open to\all who woulc 
walk with God. 

Its departments challenge any who woulc 
serve their times. 

Its worship is designed to deepen the huni 
ger for righteousness. ; ‘ 

Its members aspire to like mindedness with 
life’s Master. 

Its minister in his limits of strength will 
serve anywhere he may. 

It strives to give rest for the weary; com, 
fort for the troubled; hope for the downcast: 
cleansing for the penitent; and the blessin 
of the strong, quiet mind of good cheer to all 
who enter its portals in need or in aspiration) 
May its beneficent spirit increasingly. grow.— 
Weekly Bulletin of First Church, Vincennes; 
Ind. | 


Catching and Training. 

From one church eight boys were converted) 
and they were to be received into the church- 
rnembership on a given Sunday. One man said 
to a group of men: “Men, when I came into 
this church they took me by the hand on Sun 
day, but that is all they ever did for me, and 
am willing to stand by these boys;” and the 
said, “We are willing, too.” They told the 
pastor ahout it, to his great surprise and de- 
light, and the next Sunday the pastor turned 
to the audience as the eight boys were brought 
up and he said: “Are there men here who are 
willing to become sponsers for these boys: 
and to help train them up in the religious life?” 
And not only those nine or ten men went for- 
ward, but forty other men from that church 
went forward and kneeled down with those: 
boys on the altar. I think there cannot be a 
greater appeal made to this audience today 
than the appeal for those boys of the homes, 
the boys of the schools, the boys of our 
churches who ought to be won to the service 
of Jesus Christ.—-Service. 


MAGAZINE. 
Churchitis. 
So many people suffer | 
From this dread malady. 
It comes on Sunday morning, | 
| 


| 
FOR YOUR CALENDAR OR CHURCH 
| 


And lasts till after tea. 


Its symptoms often vary; 

It brings on prolonged sleep; : 
Induces shrinking nervousness; 

Young patients often weep. 


But one thing I have noticed 
_ In cases roundabout; 
The victims all seem anxious 
To have their church cut out. 
—Etta Anthony Baker in Lippincott’s. 
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PERSONAL. 


og Dr. Len G. Broughton has resigned his -pas- 
.. of the Baptist Tabernacle, Atlanta, Fond 
after a rest in Switzerland this summer, will 
go in the fall to the pulpit of Christ Church, 
‘London. The Atlanta church has extended a 
‘unanimous call to Dr. Robert Stuart MacArthur, 
who is on a visit cf supervision to the Baptist 
mission in St. Petersburg. 
* * * 

Mrs. E. H. Harriman, widow of the railroad 
has recently contributed $80,000 


"h 
magnate, 
toward a fund of $200,000 which will be used for 


a rather unusual purpose. It is to be devoted to 
@ school for the preparation of men for munici- 
pal public service, with a five-year course cov- 
ering” such topics as budgets, charters, milk in- 
‘Spection and the like. 


* * * 
-_ Rey. Jonathan C. Day has been called from 
‘Hirst Church of Tyrone, Pa., to take charge of 
the Labor Temple. Mr. Day is thought to have 
a specially good training to take up the work 
“Rev. Charles Stelzle has laid down. He was 
‘raised in the mountains of Tennessee and has 
earned his 0wn education. During a former pas- 
‘torate in Indianapolis he was the delegate from 
the ministerial association to the trades’ union. 


= * = 
©, Mrs. B. F. Jacobs,, widow of the late B. F. 
Jacobs, died in Chicago Jan. 12. Although for 
Many years unable, on account of deafness, to 
render public service such as that performed by 
her distinguished husband, she was ever his true 
-helpmeet. Mr. Jacobs, the practical author of 


4H 


the International Lesson system and a Sunday, 


School leader of international reputation, 
in the summer of 1902. 


* * * 


\ Edward L. Bradley has recently completed his 
fiftieth year as sexton of Second Presbyterian 
Church, Chicago. In recognition of this remark- 
able record the congregation tendered him a 
“reception, presenting him with a purse of $765, 
and messages of congratulation from former 
members and former pastors, 
* * * 


Rev. Frederick Paton, son of the late John 
G. Paton, the apostle to the New Hebrides, is 
now visiting America. He has spent his life in 
these islands and expects to return thither after 
also visiting Great Britain. In his field there 
“are some forty islands where about forty lan- 
guages are spoken. Portions of the Bible have 
been printed in twenty languages. Mail reaches 
there once a month. Mr. Paton has recently had 
his first sight of an automobile and a telephone, 
though motor-boats are a part of his equipment. 
3. * * * 
General. Frederick Dent Grant expresses him- 
self with positiveness against the restoration of 
the beer canteen to the army post. 
= * ‘ 
Dr. John Henry Jowett has begun a series of 
‘lectures on “The Prayers of the Apostle Paul” 
at Wednesday night prayer meeting in Fifth 
Avenue Church, 

* * * 

Justice Harlan, of the Supreme Court, left less 
than $10,000 worth of property, aside from the 
life insurance of $6,000 he carried, and most 
of this was invested in household furniture and 
library. Yet Justice Harlan was one of the in- 
fluential men of his generation, and a great and 
useful Christian. 


died 


* 


* * * 

There has just been formed in Australia a 
College of Divinity in which Anglicans, Presby- 
terians, Methodists, Congregationalists and Bap- 
tists have official representatives. 

* * * 

A magazine about boys, American Youth, has 
just been started by the Y. M.C. A. It is issued 
for workers among boys in their middle and 
later ’teens, 
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NEWS HERE AND THERE. 

One of the large mills of the Louisiana Long 
Leaf Lumber Company at Victoria, La., has on 
its pay roll about 400 men. ‘ 

In lieu of a denominational organization, there 
is a well organized Christian Workers’ Union; 
composed of members of several evangelical 
churches, principally Presbyterians, Methodists 
and Baptists, with a constitution and by-laws 
for the government of the organization. The 
business is in the hands of an executive com-. 
mittee, elected annually. There is an excellent 
Sunday School, with a Bible class of from twen- 
ty to thirty. A church building was erected by, 
and is the property of, the company, which has 
given every encouragement to the work and 
contributed generously to its support. 

Recently, when on account of labor union 
agitation many of the large mills were shut 
down, the fact that there was no disturbance 
necessitating the suspension of this mill was 
attributed by one of the leading men connected 
with the management to the religious conditions 
existing in the community. 


* * * 


A minister in Spokane, Wash., Rev. B. C. 
Preston of Plymouth Congregational Church, re- 
cently sent out a referendum selection of Sun- 
day evening sermons. He prepared a ballot in 
which, under a variety of groups such as de- 
votional, historical, social, character sketches 
and the like, were listed forty suggested topics, 
and asked for a choice of ten. These lists Mr. 
Preston sent to 500 men, Of these 416 returned 
their replies. The first five of the ten which 
won out in this popular vote are: Was Jesus of 
Nazareth a Socialist? Are the Objections to 
Worldly Amusements Reasonable? The Best 
Medicine—a Merry Heart; Are Secret Societies a 
Blessing of a Curse? The Eternal Question— 
“Whom Say Ye That I Am?” The ten addresses 
are now being given to large congregations, be- 
ing delivered in an order converse to their 
popularity as indicated on the ballot. 

* * * 


A German freethinker in Holland has formal- 
ly offered the University of Leipzig a sum of 
several millions to cultivate and propagate 
atheism. The offer has been declined. 

a * * 


The International Sunday School Lesson Com- 
mittee recently met in Indianapolis, where its 
first meeting was held. On this earlier occasion 
the International Uniform System was launched 
in 1872, which is now furnishing the lessons for 
about twenty-five millions of Christian people in 
all parts of the world. The graded system 
greatly increased the work and responsibility of 
the committee. The system requires the prepa- 
ration of seventeen entirely different courses, 
and has required extra meetings of the commit- 
tee, holding two sessions each year from two 
days ‘to a week in length. At the meeting just 
concluded, two courses were completed ready 
for publication “The Uniform System has been,’ 
said Principal Rexford, “the greatest uniting 
force among the Protestant denominations on 
this continent.” 

* * * 


New Zealand narrowly missed the honor of 
becoming the first solidly prohibition nation of 
the world. ‘The dominion legislature submitted 
to the vote of the people a proposal that the 
manufacture, sale and importation of intoxicat- 
ing liquors on the islands should be forever 
prohibited. The result of the voting was a very 
substantial majority adverse to the saloons— 
255,000 votes for prohibition as opposed to 202,- 
000 against it. But the affirmative majority in 
this case figures out only 55 per cent of the 
total poll, and the constitution of the dominion 
provides that a referendum of this sort shall 
not be considered to have carried unless the 
affirmative amounts to 60 per cent of the total. 
Had this extra 5 per cent been won over to pro- 
hibition the liquor traffic would have had four 
years to wind up its affairs, and 1916 would 
have been the>first prohibition year in New 
Zealand, 
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STATISTICS. ; 
The figures of the official census of India, 
taken in March, 1911, show that in spite of» 


cholera, and plague, and famine, and wild 
beasts, the population of India (without Ceylon, 
but with Burmah) has increased from 294 mil- 
lions in 1901, to 315 millions. The Punjab con- 
tained 37,000 Christians in 1901, but now about 
165,000, which represents the truly remarkable 
increase of 446 per cent. In Nagpur, in Central 


India, 125,000 native Christians in 1901, and 
177,000 in 1911. In Madras Presidency, with 
41,000,000 inhabitants, the, Christians increased 


16 per cent., Mohammedans 11 per cent, Hindus 
8 per cent. In Travancore, with 3,500,000 inhab- 
itants, the Christians increased 30 per cent, the 
Mohammedans 19 per cent, and Hindus 12 per 
cent, so that now 25 per cent of its inhabitants 
are Christians. The increase in the Christian 
population of the Bombay Presidency has been 
116 per cent; of the Central Provinces 169 per 
cent; of the United Provinces 175 per cent; and 
of Burmah 43 per cent. 

However it must be said that many a Hindu 
registered as a Christian, though he was nothing 
but a more or less regular attendant at mis- 
sionary services, but they indicate at least that 
there is a marked change in the attitude of 
the Hindus toward Christianity, and that multi- 
tudes are now ready to register themselves be- 
fore the census-takers as Christians, 

* a 


The Methodist Episcopal.Sunday Schools re- 
port, in the Year-Book for 1912, a total enroll- 
ment of close to 4,000,000, a gain of 60,000. 
Forty-eight conferences and missions report a 
falling-off in membership. The Epworth League, 
in both junior and senior chapters, has lost 20,- 
000° members. 

The Methodist Year-Book reports a total gain 
in the whole Methodist Episcopal church, home 
and foreign, of 34,000, but now comes the editor 
saying that that is the result of a clerical error, 
that the correct figures are 57,605. Still not 
enough to be proud of. 

%* cS * 

According to figures just published, the Prot- 
estants of Europe, America and the rest of the 
Christian world gave to Foreign Missions in 
heathen lands last year $25,297,074. Of the five 
missionary societies in the world receiving con- 
tributions exceeding one million dollars a year 
each, four are American. Here are the five: 
‘Methodist Episcopal, New York, $2,217,127; 
Church of England, London, $1,900,570; Presby- 
terian, New York, $1,718,526; Baptist, Boston, 
$1,168,988; Congregational, Boston, $1,032,026.” 

* * * 


The Lutheran Chureh Almanac shows that in 
all the Lutheran bodies in America there was 
this year a gain of 312 ministers, 219 congrega- 
tions, and 75,085 members. The grand total is 
sixty-four synods, 8,671 ministers, 14,048 con- 
gregations, and 2,281,382 members. 

* * * 


The Congregational and Baptist Unions report 
that the tide is turned in England and the long- 
continued slump in church membership has been 
checked, and each reports a slight increase in 
membership. But in Wales the reaction after 
the great revival of six years ago still con- 
tinues, so that the decrease in Wales is suf- 
ficient to wipe out the increase in England, 
leaving the Baptists with a total decrease of 78 
a aa and the Congregationalists a decrease 
io) ; 

The situation in the Sunday ,Schools is more 
Pe reessing: The Congregationalist comments 

us: 

“The new figures disclose, however, a fresh 
ground for alarm in Congregationalism. During 
the last year the number of scholars in Sunday 
Schools has shrunk by 10,187. So marked a fall 
in attendance is all the more disturbing because 
it synehronises with the widespread adoption of 
modern methods of grading, teacher training 
and kindergarten teaching. The schools “are 
more efficient unquestionably, and more strenu- 
ous efforts are being put into Sunday School 
work than ever before. Yet the cold statistics 
show a decline of over 10,000 scholars (a loss 
of one in every 60) in one year. The Young 
People’s Department of the Congregational 
Union has instantly established a postal inquiry 


_ in addition to the extent of $273,413,318 and ar 


throughout the schools to ascertain if possible 
the secret of the. leakage.” 4 ‘ 


The United Brethren Church raised the pres 
ent year for missions, home and foreign, $196, 
456.41, or nearly seventy cents. per: member. 

* * 


| 
’ | 

There are 602 institutions of higher learning 
in this country. The enrollment of students to} 


tals 301,818, and the property of all these insti} 
tutions is worth $363,409,978, with endowments 


annual income of $88,369,736. In attendance 
upon all denominational colleges there are 176,, 
642 students; that the property of these is wortl 
$241,048,721, and that their endowment amounts 
to $240,803,267. j 


* * * 


obtained from the gullible public the almost in- 
credible total of $77,000,000.00. The annual re- 
port of Robert S. Sharp, the chief inspector o# 
the department shows that during the past 
year 529 persons were indicted, 497 were ar- 
rested, 184 convicted, 12 acquitted and 177 are 
awaiting trial. There are seventy-two awaitin 
action by United States grand juries and forty- 
eight are fugitives from justice.—United Pres- 
byterian. 
v * * * 

The Canadian Presbyterian Church maintains 
two missions to the Jews, one in Toronto an 
another in Winnipeg. In Toronto there are 20,- 
000 Jews, and the mission among them was es- 
tablished in March, 1908. Gospel services are 
held on Saturday and Sabbath evenings, th 
preaching being in the Yiddish tongue. Ther 
are night schools and Bible classes, a-_ readin 
room supplied with papers and _= periodicals, 
Special work is carried on in the homes, amon 
Jewish women and children. 

* * * | 

Jane Addams, the Chicago settlement worker, 
says that “on a Sunday night in Chicago one- 
sixth of the entire population is packed into 46 
moving-picture shows.” Moving-picture man- 
agers are authority for the statement that i 
the United States 8,000,000 admission tickets ar 
sold daily in 15,000 picture-theaters. 


* * * 


SOCIAL SERVICE. 

The First International Congress of Farny 
Women_was held in the early winter in Col- 
orado Springs. Among the two hundred and 
fifty delegates were some from Belgium. and 
Russia. All the delegates were practical farm: 
women and the subjects discussed included th 
building of the home; food values; labor-savingt 
devices; the laws of life, including home nurs- 
in; the reorganization of the country school; 
good roads and that pest of the country stable; 
the domestic fly. Resolutions were passed ad- 
vocating vocational schools, the establishment 
of a department of home economics in the De- 
partment of Agriculture at Washington, and the 
greater promotion of institute extension work 
in connection with state agricultural colleges. 
The next session of the congress will be held 
in Lethbridge, Alberta, at the time of the hold- 
ing of the International Dry Farming Congress. 
—The Survey. 
* * * 


Los Angeles at its recent municipal election 
utilized its public school buildings, churches, 
and libraries for voting precincts. The City 
Club and the Woman’s Club-secured the use of 
thirty schools, one branch library and a church 
for polling places. 

The principal of one of the schools used said 
that school proceedings were not interfered 
with in any way, and that everything was quiet 
and orderly. \ 

* * x 

St. George’s Protestant Episcopal Church in 
downtown New York has recently observed its 
hundredth anniversary. Among the activities of 
a great institutional parish, there is a Friendly 
Society of over 800 girls, the largest girls’ so- 
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ciety in the world. A Married Women’s Society 
IS SO large that it meets in two sections. The 
ubies are cared for by nurses while the moth- 
ers meet. There are two large industrial 
schools, in which there are many Italians and 
Jews. The large and flourishing men’s club has 
just voted to throw open its membership to any 
“men of the community, whether members of St. 
George’s or not. There are many other young 

eople’s societies and clubs, and the Parish 
Besse is full of meetings and entertainments 
‘every night of the week, and is equipped with a 
Beeriature stage where plays are often rehearsed. 


During 1912 the church is going to lay more 
“stress than ever on the Deaconesses work. 
There is a beautiful Deaconess House, which has 
become the neighborhood center. Not only do 
the Deaconesses call continually on the sick, but 
“classes are held to teach right living and the 
avoidance of disease, especially tuberculosis. 
Another phase of St. George’s work which will 
“seem especially Christian to those who know 
New York’s Hast Side in the summer is the pro- 
vision it makes for sending its parishioners,into 
the country for awhile. It has its own cottages, 
-and they are filled to overflowing all summer 
long. St. George’s Year-Book is as good as a 
“course in sociology.—The Congregationalist. 

¥ * * * 


The Scientific Temperance Journal tells of a 
test of the results of drinking alcohol tried by 
Gen. Wolseley during one of his campaigns: 
- “On one of the long marches which occupied 
Several weeks for its completion, he divided 
some of his men into three squads the first 
‘squad was given a daily ration of whisky, the 
second a daily ration of beer and the third 
nothing to drink except water. 
' “At first the whisky squad marched gaily ahead 
“of the others. It was not long, however, before 
the whisky squad was overtaken by the beer 
squad, which then maintained the lead for some 
time. But finally the water squad, which was 
marching at a moderate steady gait, overtook 
first the whisky squad, then the beer squad, and 
reached the destination long before its competi- 
tors. The alcohol benumbed the sense of fatigue 
in the two liquor squads but hastened exhaus- 
tion from the first.” 
The Survey says: 

“In the hearing before the Committee of 
Ways and Means of the Esch Phosphorus Bill 
to prohibit the use of poisonous phosphorus in 
matches, John T. Huner of Brooklyn, N. Y., the 
only match manufacturer to oppose the bill 
actively, declared that there had never been a 
ease of phosphorus necrosis in his factory. A 
doctor’s certificate was presented to the com- 
“mittee alleging a case treated among Huner’s 
workers, also a former superintendent’s letter, 
stating that cases had occurred in the Huner 
factory with the direct knowledge of Mr. Huner. 
The morning papers on the day of the hearing 
‘announced that the Municipal HWxplosive Com- 
“mission of the City of New York had enacted 
a rule prohibiting white phosphorus matches 
within the city limits after January 1, 1913. 

_ “This rule was passed in the interest of the 
‘public safety from explosions and fire.’ 

co * ae 


FEDERATION, 

In the foreign missions conference at Garden 
“City, Long Island, in which representatives of 
all the evangelical boards of the United States 
and Canada participated, a committee was in- 
structed to make strong representations to the 
federal government concerning two matters. — 

The first of these was suggested by the official 
entertainment of Admiral Togo of Japan, whose 
Sundays while he was in America were nearly 
all taken up with elaborate government func- 
tions, including a public dinner in New York 
City. Objecting to this religious indifference as 
misrepresenting the true American point of 
iew, the conference urged President Taft and 
the state department at Washington to take 
eare that “hereafter visitors from nonchristian 
lands may be received and entertained in a way 
in keeping with the dignity and spirit of a 
Christian nation.” : ‘ 

The other matter to be presented in Washing- 
ton is a request for the repeal of that regula- 
tion which now forbids public school teachers 
in the Philippines to give “religious instruction 


i) 
of any kind at any time, even outside the school 
room.” George William Wright and James B. 
Rodgers, Presbyterian missionaries, reported 
that the provincial superintendent of instruc- 
tion at Manila is anxious not to infringe in any 
way on the conscientious liberty of Protestant 
teachers. He assured the missionaries that all 
teachers are at perfect liberty to attend public 
worship wherever they choose and to speak on 
religious topics in devotional meetings. But he 
did regard it as unwise for them to instruct 
Sunday School classes, since that could be in- 
terpreted to be an effort to proselytize. The 
superintendent indicated, however, that he would 
not give to the rule a stringent interpretation 
against Sunday School teaching. On * this 
ground Dr. Rodgers and Mr. Wright recom- 
mended that the question should be dealt with 
in individual cases, and that no general applica- 
tion for the repeal of the rule should be made. 
However, Dr. Stuntz of the Methodist Church 
and Dr. Haggard of the Baptist Church urged 
that the influence of the boards should be 
thrown for the abrogation of all religious re- 
strictions as being an unconstitutional abridge- 
ment of liberty of conscience. And it was their 
view which was, after discussion, adopted as 
the sense of the conference.—The Continent. 

* * * A 


The almost universal question of the men of 
the churches, “What can we do in our brother- 
hood?” is answered by the Central Christian 
Advocate with five specifications. The Advocate 
says the brotherhood (1) can study either civic 
topics, like child labor, industrial justice and 
immigration, or religious topics, like missions 
and various scriptural courses; (2) can organize 
circuits for lay preaching in rural districts: (3) 
can organize street preaching in the cities; (4) 
can stand aggressively for municipal righteous- 
ness; (5) can take an intelligent interest in boys. 
And, although this seems a pretty complete list, 
the Advocate declares that it could think of 
other things if it tried. 

* * * 

The last instance of federation is the organ- 
ization of a joint council of boards of education 
from various Protestant churches. Dr. Thomas 
Nicholson of the Methodist Church is president, 
Dr. E. S. Tead of the Congregational Church 
vice-president, and Dr. Joseph W. Cochran of 
the Presbyterian Board of. Education secretary. 

It was agreed that hereafter no Christian 
college should be established without full con- 
sultation among the evangelical denominations 
as to the strategy of its location, in order that 
it may stand clear of competition in a field of 
its own. 

* co * 
WHAT OTHERS SAY, 


Prof. George T. Ladd in The Hibbert Journal 
tells of a well-known Englishman who when 
asked what was the thing he most desired to 
know, answered, “If I could ask the Sphinx one 
question only, and hope for an answer, it would 
be, ‘Is the Universe friendly? ”’ ‘ 

Prof. Ladd concludes an interesting discussion 
of this question thus: , 

“The query proposed in_ such, picturesque 
fashion is the world-old problem of evil in the 
form of a theodicy. The more the ‘goods’ of 
human living increase, and the more modern 
civilization advances, the more does the con- 
sciousness of evil deepen and increase _ in 
thoughtful minds. Thus the demand for relief 
from life’s burdens, theoretical and practical, 
gains in insistency and emphasis. For the ideal 
good, which the higher religious promise and 
expect, the need of humanity increases rather 
than diminishes with advancing race-culture. 
We cannot demonstrate. We cannot argue so 
as to retire in shame from the field of wordy 
contest the confirmed agnostic. But we can 
strengthen faith and encourage hope with rea- 
sons the intrinsic worth of which eannot be for 
long successfully resisted or denied. For some 
men, the choicest and best of earth, the ex- 
perience of suffering and disappointment in 
their own lives, instead of embittering, softens 
and refines; so that the more of this experience 


they have, when its influences mature and its 
fruits ripen, the more they grow in the con- 
fidence that toward them at least, the World 
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just because it is God’s world, has been really 
and profoundly friendly.» 

“And, when these same souls contemplate 
with sadness the seemingly harsh and ruthless 
way the world treats the multitude of their fel- 
lowmen, they seek a stronghold for their faith 
in the doctrine and practices of a religion of 
redemption. If the Universe is indeed lifting 
and leading the race toward the goal of a re- 
deemed humanity, then toward the race, as to- 
ward the favored few, this Universe is really 
and profoundly friendly.” 

{ * * * 


In the North American Review Booker T. 
Washington writes thus of the negro as a 
farmer: 

“The 1910 census shows that three-fourths of 
the increase in the number of farms in the 
United States.in the last decade is in the South- 
ern States. In the New England Middle Atlantic 
States there has been a decrease of almost four 
per cent., and in the Middle West the increase 
amounts to only one per cent. There has been 
a total: increase of fifty-two per cent. in the 
number of farms, but the absolute increase in 
farms was only 126.336, as against an increase 
of 469,061 in the Southern States. While the 
white farmers in fifteen Southern States made 
an increase of 17 per cent., the negro farmers 
increased 19.9 per cent. 

“There has been a great advance in value of 
farm lands in the Southern States, quite as 
great in those states where the proportion of 
negro farmers is large as where it is small. It 
is evident that the negro has had his share in 
building the farming industry in the South.” 

enn % * 

The Congregationalist says: 

Canada is in the midst of an agitation over 
one’ phase of:the inter-relation of church and 
state. The Roman Catholic hierarchy is at- 
- tempting to commit the government to legal in- 
dorsement of the Ne Temere decree in the Prov- 
ince of Quebec. This now famous decree of the 
Roman hierarchy was promulgated in America 
at Easter, 1908. It declares in substance that 
the marriage of all Catholics (both parties Cath- 
olics) by a minister or civil magistrate is no 
marriage at all: the marriage of all former 
Catholics who have become Protestants, or in- 
fidels, by a minister or civil magistrate is no 
marriage; the marriage of a Catholic to a Prot- 
estant who was never baptized in the Catholic 
Church by a minister or civil magistrate is no 
marriage. The decree requires that a marriage 
to be valid must be celebrated by a Roman Cath- 
olic priest and the contracting parties must give 
a written pledge that any children born to 
them shall be received into and educated for 
the Roman Catholic Church. At intervals since 
the promulgation of the decree the Catholic 
clergy in Quebec Province have reminded Cath- 
olics who had married Protestants or whose 
marriages were performed by a magistrate or 
Protestant minister that their marriages were 
not valid and that their children were illegiti- 
mate. In several instances, at least, separation 
followed. A few have taken the issue into the 
courts. One case in particular, known as the 
Hebert case, has been made a test case by the 
church. Some twenty-five years ago Hebert was 
married to a woman by a Protestant minister, 
though both were Catholics. They lived to- 
gether peaceably and had several children. But 
after the Ne Temere decree was promulgated 
Hebert deserted his wife and refused to support 
his children. He also went before the civil 
court and asked that his marriage be annulled. 
The court, over which a French Catholic pre- 
sided, granted his petition. The case is still 
before the Canadian courts, in spite of the at- 
tempted withdrawal of Hebert on the ostensible 
ground of lack of funds to prosecute it, and will 
be carried by Mrs. Hebert in defense of the 
validity of her marriage and the legitimacy of 
her children to the Privy Council in London, if 
necessary. 

* * % 

A Rural Church Conference was called at 
Cornell University during the annual Farmers’ 
Week of the New York State College of Agri- 
culture. During this Farmers’ Week 2,500 to 
3,000 persons visit the college for lectures, dis- 
cussions, exhibitions and demonstrations on 


‘ 


nearly every large phase of farming. Speci 
conferences for home makers and for rur 
school officers and teachers are held. Th 
church is given as important a place on the pro. 
gram as the questions of better farming ane 
better schools. This conference is primarily fo: 
country pastors and other rural social and re 
ligious leaders of all denominations. The col) 
lege especially encourages rural churche's te 
send their ministers, or to instruct members o 
their congregations who may attend Fariners 
Week to represent them at the conference anc 
carry back reports. | 
* * % 

A deputation of six home mission secretarie 

representing aS many denominations, has jus: 


vey will request answers to such questions a 
these: What nationalities, what churches, wha 
How many peo) 


they can understand? 
mission money is expended for each organiza 
tion in each place? What communities, speak: 
ing what languages, are without religious care? 
What undenominational, religious and socia 
agencies are at work, or should be at work: 
etc., etc.? 
* * * 


The Survey quotes from a report made at the 
recent New York State Baptist Missionary Con- 
vention by its Committee on Rural Conditions 
Gathering information from churches of all de- 
nominations in communities of less than 2,50€ 
population, the committee found that during the 
decade of 1890-1900 the more efficient rurai 
churches made some gain in membership upo 
the population, but that during the decade 1900+ 
1910 church membership did not keep pace wit 
the population; in the first period the gain was 
9 per cent., in the second the loss was 12 per 
cent., the loss for the twenty years being a little 
over 5 per cent. Thirty-two churches reporte 
that they have no boys’ or young men’s organ- 
izations, eight stating that they have. Nine- 
teen declared they have no need for such clubs; 
To the question, “What efforts, other than re- 
ligious, does your church make for community 
betterment?” twenty-nine gave no answer and 
two answered, “None.’’ Two declared that they 
gave socials, one that it held band concerts, one 
reported stereopticon lectures, one temperance 
work, etc. Asked to name the organizations or 
activities of the church that contribute primarily 
to the educational (other than religious) and vo- 
cational life of the community, thirty-six gave 
no answer, one named the Boy Scouts, and one 
the fire company. 

* * * 


Rural Manhood states that the United States 
census report shows that 17,568 Sunday Schools 
are in cities of 25,000 and over, or 9.1 per cent. 
of the entire number of schools, which is given 
at 192,722. 

Then 16.7 per cent, are in places of between 
25,000 and 2,500 population, leaving 74.2 per 
cent. of all Sunday Schools in the United States 
in the rural districts. 


A SEVEN-LINKED CHAIN 
SHIP: 


OF FELLOW. 


1. Fellow Heirs—Of One Inheritance. Eph 
3:6. 

2. Fellow Members—Of One Body. Eph. 3:6 
CRSVE) 

3. Fellow Partakers—Of One Calling. Eph 
3:6, 

4, Fellow Citizens—Of One Home. Eph. 2:19 

5. Fellow Laborers—Of One Master. Phil 
4:3. 

6. Fellow Soldiers—In One Warfare. Phil 
2:25. 

7. Fellow Prisoners—With One Hope. Rom 
16:7. 
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fone World Today, February. 25 cents. 

Bones ady’s Socialist Mayor, Alfred Henry 

‘Scribner’s Magazine. February. 25 cents 

e The Insurance of Peace, John McAuley Palmer. 
; The Passing of the Unskilled in Germany, 

Zs Elmer Roberts. 

American Review of Reviews. 

» cents, 

iF: A Great Living Tree Museum—the Letchworth 
_ Park Arboretum, Charles M. Dow. The Back- 
ground of the Opium Conference at the Hague, 

Elbert Francis Baldwin. 


February. 25 


‘The Nineteenth Century. January. 40 cents. 
Fifty Years of Italian Independence; from 
_ Naples to Tripoli, H. ‘Nelson Gay. 
The Missionary Review of the World. February. 
~ 25 cents. 
_ China—A Retrospect of Fifty Years, Ven. 


Archdeacon Moule. Unity and Co-operation in 
Practice, Henry T. Hodgkin. The Plight of 
Tripoli, One who has lived there. 

The Biblical.World. January. 25 cents. 

The Modern City and the Normal Boy, Allan 

 Hoben. 

The Survey. January 6. 25 cents. 

_ A Cash-Nexus for Crime, Shelby M. Harrison. 

“The Survey. January 20. 10 cents. 


' Religion in Social Action IV—The Call and 
Equipment for Effective Service, Graham 
ee Taylor. 


Methodist Review. January-February. 

_ The Mission of Methodism to the Latin Races, 
Bishop William Burt. Religion and Righteous- 
- ness, George Elliott. Study Habits Essential 
» to Success, C. F. Reisner, 


The Homiletic Review. February. 30 cents. 


Magazine Articles of Value to Ministers 


The Vitality of the Christian Religion, Prof. 
George A, Coe. Fact and Truth, Dogma and 
Imagination, William Elliott Griffis. Africa 
the Imperilled Prize of the Church, Prof. Har- 
lan P. Beach. : 


per < aan Journal of Theology. 
Scientific Increase of Church Efficiency, Samuel 
W. Dike. Movement and Mission of American 
Christianity, David ‘S, Schaff. 


The American Magazine. February. 15 cents. 
The Man in the Cage—Why He Does Not Re- 
form, Julian Leavitt. 

The Century. February. 385 cents. 

John Fritz, Iron Master, Thomas Cummerford 
Martin. The Middle West, Edward Alsworth 
Ross. “Back to the Farm,” Harvey W. Wiley. 

The Independent. January 25. 10 cents. 

More Slavery at the South—By a Negro Nurse. 

McClure’s Magazine. January. 15 cents. 

A New Conscience-and an Ancient Evil, Jane 
Addams. 

The Hibbert Journal. January. 75 cents. 

Is the Universe Friendly, Prof. George T. Ladd. 
Pernicious Literature, Canon H. D. Rawnsley. 
The Mtg American Review. February. 35 

cents. 

The Negro as a Farmer, Booker T. Washing- 
ton. The Germany of Today, Hugo Munster- 
berg. The Significance of Recent Immigration, 
W. Jett Lauck. 

The World’s Work. January. 25 cents. 

A Very Real Country School, B. H. Crocheron. 
The Story of a Debt—the Plight of Thousands 
in the Toils of the Loan-Shark, Frank Mar- 
shall White. 


J anuary. 


Unusual 


A big Dollar met a small Penny, newly coined, 
and having a bright clean face. Said the Dol- 
Jar, in a pompous manner: 

“You look as though you thought yourself 
gold,” whereas you are only cheap brass.” 

The Penny answered, modestly: “I am _ only 

what I am, and can claim no more.” 
_ At that the Dollar swelled up and said: “I am 
patriotic. See, J have the emblem of liberty on 
my bosom and I am also trustworthy, because 
the United States Government has placed on 
me, ‘In God we trust.’ ” 

After a little silence the Penny said: “But I 
am more pious than you are. I go to church 
oftener than you do.” 


THE FORCE OF HABIT. 


A kind-hearted clergyman asked a convict how 
he came to be in jail. The fellow said, with tears 
in his eyes, that he was coming home from prayer- 
meeting, and sat down to rest and fell asleep, 
and while he was asleep there, the county built a 
jail around him, and when he awoke the jailer 
wouldn’t let him out.” 


It was the custom of the congregation to 
repeat the Twenty-third Psalm in concert, and 
Mrs. Armstrong’s notion of joining was to 
keep about a dozen words ahead all the way 
through. 

A stranger one day asked, “Who is Mrs. 
Armstrong?” 

“She is the lady already by the still waters 
while the rest of us are lying down in green 
pastures.’—United Presbyterian. 


385 


EUROPE ON $4 A DAY. 
_ “Europe on $4 a Day.” (How to Go It 
Alone.) By A. Rollingstone (Charles Newton 
Hood). Published by the Rolling Stone Club 
of America, 50 Bell Bldg, Medina, N. Y. Il- 
lustrated. 50 cents. 

This is the fifth revised edition of the prac- 
tical little book which has probably encouraged 
and enthused more people to take a trip to 
Europe than any other work ever published. 


Although practical in every line it is yet 
written so fascinatingly that people read ‘it 
and re-read it, for it tells of an actual, experi- 
mental trip made by the author and his wife 
to prove that a 75 day tour could be made 
from New York back to New York, for $300 
each, almost luxuriously, including every de- 
tail of expense of steamship and railroad fares, 
hotel bills, admissions, carriages, tips, and 
everything else. 


The man who sometimes spoke his thoughts 
aloud had been more concerned with the things 
of the world than with things spiritual. One 
day by chance his hand fell upon a book con- 
taining the catechism of a certain Protestant 
church, and he was soon earnestly engaged in 
reading the Ten Commandments. For some 
time he pondered over the “Thou shalts” and 
“Thou shalt nots,” which had been forgotten 
almost since childhood. Then, laying down 
the book with a sigh, he muttered, “Well, I’ve 
never killed anybody, anyway.’—Everybody’s 
Magazine. 


EXPOSITOR PASTOR’S EXCHANGE 
708-712 Caxton Building, Cleveland, Ohio 


Requests for us to put pastors in touch with subscribers who will report vacant pulpits to us 


pulpit committees of vacant churches have led up 2. We subscribe to press clipping bureaus, ana 
to organize a bureau for the purpose. We are, of have special denominational correspondents. _ 

course, familiar with the denominational agencies We will put your case before the churches with 
for such work, but their efforts are chiefly con- such force and vigor as to cause the church com 
fined to the various states. mittee to communicate with you so that tha 


1. We will have the co-operation of our 12,000 church seeks you and not you the church, 


INANNTO. Avery cricicia heen se ehe eur ciel chic Dates i. sdatbad ete age te me alates wiles eceupelarel eae at aa enh eae 
PEIAEOSS Oy certs eine) ous + 2" uedba fava: MEE wile Saar and.p alse ie (Oe ST GRA DUN EMO aac oon oR at eRe ole 
DENOMINATION Beta ncncut et See, Soo ees oeierre Sic ae 
_ What other denominations would you accept............ee eee ence centre ett cent nenes 
Single, married, widower...... No: Childrens)... 462.2 Nationality. “ge cesas spoviqoe tee { 
NSE Ta Hie ic leiohitie ne hiner Weicht) jcescerore Modern languages you speak............ Sa | 
BG Cation (22 dhe iss eorwe csaleladnn a0 abe Gea aiche OM Te oe oT OR SNS che rete alae ae eae cee ee + | 


Name Schools, Colleges and Degrees. 


Last three charges you have held h Years served charge. 
Church. Location. bership increased From (year) To (year) | 
From To 


19 [ee 41006 8 0) 0 0 6 06 ie 8 00 6 ee wth e ers 06 sis 0s 6 8 06 6 6 O01 e © Os lu,u a 6 ein) e 4 0) S\elbic « Be 0 0) 6m s © etisliesre « © o|'s\e16) ello) s)b! > (ee ietalnieiniaieiennes 
ROVE 4 fA Se (oie oie: yO) 6. 8. ele) 6 060.6 01 0 Os 0 et eile 6)'4 6 0: © 0 oho; 016.0 we) wm oie eee ee Ase lelfaje sis s (sj bey a elle Lee (ci isis) y is elle l@l viel ss) hohe iis ents teense 


Can you fill pulpit any Sunday you are requested by the pulpit committee?...................00- 


Upon a separate sheet please give in full experience, training, special qualifications, etc., or bet-_ 
ter, have some friend do it for you. 


Applicant’s Agreement. 


‘tes Providing that I accept a church to which I am referred directly or indirectly by The Expos- 
itor Pastors’ Exchange, I hereby agree to pay said Pastors’ Exchange within 90 days from date of | 
accepting the church, 5 per cent of my first year’s salary. 


In case an offer from The Exchange, or efforts of The Exchange, result in my securing an | 


increase in salary in my present church, I agree to pay The Exchange within 90 days 10 
of the amount of the increase. a ‘_ : ee Pet a 


’ 


I agree to give to no one else information furnished by The Exchange. 


Date 


2 a eip eo iae We GLe Sign: hereseeee eee Massie eter? 
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HOMILETIC DEPARTMENT 


G. B. F. HALLOCK, D._ D. 


Best of Recent Sermons 


Y ey. ARTHUR G. JONES, D. D., REV. J. H. JOWETT, D. D., REV. ROBERT MACKENZIE, D. D., REV. BARNARD J. 
iv i SNELL, M. A., REV. C. SYLVESTER HORNE, M. A.» M. P., REV. HUGH BLACK, M. A, 


The. Lads of The Land 


REV. ARTHUR G. JONES, D. D., SAN ANTONIO, TEX. 


Text: “Is the young man safe?” 2 Sam. 18:32. 
We have omitted the personal name from this 
‘question because few if any of our boys today 
bear that name. We may substitute the names of 
‘common usage—John, Charles, Henry, Robert, or 
whatever may be your boy’s name—and then ask 
the question, “Is the young man safe?” 


__ It is not our purpose to study the character of 
Absaiom, or to pause with David in his broken- 
hearted sorrow, but to use this question as it has 
reference to the boyhood of today. “Is the 
young man safe?” 


I. The myster of the boy. The mystery which 
no man can tell until it be revealed. A baby 
boy in a basket among the reeds by the bank of 
the Nile, no fairer than thousands of babes in 
the homes of Israel, a little helpless thing, ‘but 
in that basket were the undeveloped germs of 
power that made Moses to stand before kings, as 
the creator of the Hebrew nation and the law- 
giver of the world. Yonder we see a little boy 
clad in the little linen coat which his mother 
made for him, moving about the sanctuary as he 
attended Eli the priest. He is but one of thou- 
sands of little lads in Israel, but out of this boy 
came the man Samuel, the inaugurator of the 
Hebrew monarchy, and the founder of the school 
of the Lord. Yonder in the Isle of Corsica is a 
boy playing with his brothers and sisters. There 
is no great difference between him and the com- 
Panions of his childhood, but out of that delicate 
lad came a gigantic force which scourged the 
nations and dominated modern Europe. The 
mystery of these notable ones is in no way dif- 
ferent. from the mystery of every boy. What 
latent forces for good or ill, what future glory 
or shame, what unknown possibilities of bane 
or blessing for the world are bound up in this 
mystery of the boy! 

II. Statesmen ponder the conversation of the 
ideals of the Republic and seek to devise ways 
and means for the perpetuity of our institutions 
of freedom. Churchmen ponder the problems and 
perils of the Kingdom of God and seek to ‘so 
forecast the future as to provide for the con- 
tinued prosperity of Zion. But the one funda- 
mental problem of church and state is the boy. 

In the boyhood of today is bound up the des- 
tiny of the nation and the lads of the land are 
the source of supply for the future glorv and 
power of the Church of God. The folly and sin 
of waste—the necessity and duty of conservation 
—is a living issue today. Careful study and effort 
are given to the improvement of the cattle of the 
country. Scientific research seeks to conserve 
the fertility of the soil and increase the produc- 
tion of the farms of the land. There is wide- 
spread conviction that there must be conservation 


of the timber and the waterfalls and the virgin 
mineral resources of the country. All this is 
well. But the real resources of the land, the 
real treasure by which alone our country can 
become rich and without which it would be poor 
and bankrupt, is the boyhood of the nation. 

The profound significance of boyhood is the 
fact—the inevitable fact—that the boy is the 
father of the man. What the manhood of to- 
morrow will be depends literally upon what the 
boyhood of today is. Nothing in life is truer than 
that “as the twig is bent, so will the tree incline.” 
A remedy for the crooked tree is a human im- | 
possibility. The straightening of the twig is the 
only hope for the future. 

Ill. The solution of the boy problem will never - 
come from a contemplation of the boyhood of 
the nation. We must attend to the boy—your 
boy.) his" 1s= fyour)) first’ \practieall ;pointmony 
contact with the boyhood of the nation. 

Your boy! Fathers and mothers, what are you 
doing for the character, the soul, the future 
moral cleanness and strength of your boy? Do 
you appreciate the sacredness of your opportunity 
and the deep meaning of it to your boy for time 
and eternity? Are you definitely grounding his 
character upon the Bible, helping him to intelli- 
gently develop it according to the Word of God? 
Are you guiding him that his life is sending down 
its roots deeply into the Church of God? Are 
you working into the texture of his every-day 
thought and activity the primary fact of his re- 
sponsibility to God? Are you weaving into the 
scheme of his ambitions—the ambitions which 
will dominate your boy’s future—the ideals of 
unselfish goodness and personal sacrifice and serv- 
ice for the world which God declares are the real 
glory of human living? 

Father, are you an efficient workman in the 
sacred business of constructing the moral and 
spiritual character of your own boy We ask 
you, is it not too often a hopeless and impossible 
task which you demand of the church—to spirit- 
ually train your boy and give him right ideals— 
when his own father’s life is the stumbling block 
upon which he will fall? But you say, when he is 
a lad do I not send him to the Sunday School and 
insist upon his going? Yes, but even then do you 
take the time or trouble to inform yourself as 
to what training he is really getting there? When 
the lad is older, the time comes when he slips 
away from the Sunday School, and you regret it, 
you tell him you would much prefer that he con- 
tinue to go. You want him to go, but are you 
yourself going? If there is any reason for his 
going, there is a double reason for your going. 
You want him to go for his sake, but your going 
will be not only for your own sake, but for his 
sake as well. When your boy is a little lad it 1s 


387 


But there comes a time 
! It is easier to deceive 
your wife than to deceive your boy. It is very 
likely your boy thinks he knows more than he 
does, but it is also likely that he knows more 
than you think he does. The time comes when it 
will not avail to tell him what he ought to do, 
you must show him. The time when you can 
-no longer say, “go,” but by your own’ example 
must lure him to follow. God pity the boy whose 
own father fails him when that time of his great 
need comes. It is a time not for words but for 
deeds, not for things conventional, but things 
vital, not for the superficial but the real. It is a 
time when it is “up to” the boy’s father to “make 
good”—not in appearance but in fact! 

What is the problem of the boyhood and the 
girlhood of today? What is it? A fatherhood 
and a motherhood that’ will “make good.” To 
me, the saddest feature of human life today, and 
the most unhopeful, is the manifest tendency of 
the home to shift the responsibility for the spirit- 
ual training of young to the Sunday School and 
the church. And too often, while the church 
and the Sunday School are doing what they can 
to impress the character of the youth with the 
ideals of God, the fathers and mothers are liv- 
ing the other way! Is it possible to deceive your 
children ? 

IV. The safety of your boy is in the reality of 
his hold upon God. There is no other safety 
for him. Do you really want him to build his life 
upon the Bible? Then you must study the Bible 
yourself, in your home, and in the Bible class, 
if you want your boy to be there, and show that 


not hard to fool him. 
when you can’t fool him! 


> 


God’s Word is indeed the light to your own 


feet. Do you want your friend to find anchorage 
for his soul in the Church of God, and with 
all its deficiencies, is there in all the world any 
anchorage which is quite so safe for your boy 
as the Church of God? Then you’ must let him 
see that the real roots of your own life are 
there, and that they strike down deeply there. Do 
you desire that your boy shall pursue ideals 
which are pure and noble, and such as will honor 
God and serve men?, Then let him be sure that 
these are the real ideals of his father’s life! And 
then, when you show him, O the mystery of it! 
there is good hope that your boy will follow you. 
Man, unworthy as your are, there is no one 
else in the all the world to whom your boy is so 
loyal as he is to you. In that loyalty of the boy to 
his father God has grounded the hope of the 
world. And what hope is there for the world, 


if the father fails his boy? ; 

V. But has all this naught to do with the 
man and woman who have no boy? Because they 
themselves are childless are they free from re-} 
sponsibility to the boyhood and girlhood of to-- 
day? Have they no task, these childless ones, in} 
the training of the manhood and womanhood of | 
tomorrow? What of the boys and girls whose} 
own fathers and mothers have failed them? What} 
of the youth who have no homes, but pestilential| 
dens in which there lurks ruin for both the body / 
and the soul? What of the human waifs upon} 
the streets? Do not waste your sympathy upon! 
the unprotected boyhood and girlhood of the city.. 
You will not really do much for it while yout 
think of it only as “the boyhood and girlhood| 
of the city.” You must resolve the “boyhood and| 
the girlhood of the city” into the personal ques-- 
tion of a particular boy or a particular girl. If’ 
you have no boy of your own, can you not find | 
a boy who needs you? If you, woman, have no) 
girl of your own, can you not find a girl who) 
needs you and to whom you can be a mother? O) 
childless ones, who have no children to take to: 
the Sunday School and the church, no boys and. 
girls of your own to train for God and for heaven, | 
you need not search far to find some one who } 
needs you. Why not go and get from the very 
streets and alleys of the city a class of raga- 
muffins and bring them into the Sunday School 
and into the church and see if God will not help | 
you to make something out of them? _ 

But do not waste your time in telling these 
neglected boys and girls that “they ought to go 
to Sunday School and church.” What they need 
first of all is not pious advice, but personal. 
leadership. Do not say to them, “go,” but say 
“come,” follow me and we will go together— | 
the very same leadership which the youth of the 
church need from their own fathers and mothers, 
and which they too often fail to get. ; 

The boy in your home and the boy on the 
street. needs something more than to be told 
what he ought to do. He needs to be shown. 
The problem of the boyhood and the girlhood of 
today is the real leadership, the real comradeship, 
the real personal demonstration in the life of the. 
men and women of today, and of those things 
moral and religious which we desire the boys and 
girls to be and to do. 

Is the boy safe? Is the girl safe? Let each 
man and woman ask, quietly and solemnly before 
God, “Am I doing what I can and all that I can 
to make them safe?” 


A Hindu girl who had been some time in a 
mission school was married and went to a 
home in a place some distance from the city 
of her girlhood. A Christian lady was asked 
to find her to present the greetings of her 
former teachers. She was still in Hindu sur- 
roundings.. Her home-life, however, was far 
above that of her neighbors. In bidding fare- 
well to this former pupil of the mission school, 
the visitor said, “I shall write to say I have 
seen you. Have you a message of cheer about 
yourself which I can give to your former 
teachers?” “Tell them,’ was the answer, “that 
I always repeat the Lord’s Prayer as I light 
the lamps of my home in the twilight.” The 
teachings of one’s childhood are not forgotten 
even under unfavorable surroundings. 


“Tf thou canst believe, all things are possible 
to him that believeth.— 


Some time ago we saw, on a pastor’s desk, a 
metal box containing ten compartments, one for 
every day in the week and three over.. Upon ask- | 
ing what it was for, the pastor said, “It is my daily | 
reminder.” 

As-we left the house we noticed that he looked 
at his box and picked up a card. Immediately 
he said, “Wait a moment, I must call up Mr. 

by phone, I nearly forgot it.” 

It was evident then what the device was for. 
Many a pastor would do his work better and more 
promptly if he had one of these boxes. We 
Jearned that they may be had of Mr. C. E. 
Blodgett, 6611 Parnell avenue, Chicago. 
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Text: “Take my yoke upon you.” Matt, 11:29. 
a The yoke does not impose an extra burden; it 
is an implement by which the old burden is made 
light. 

: _ The oxen ploughed in couples, sharing the yoke. 
The burden, which would have been irritating, 
wounding, exhausting, if dragged by a single ox, 
become tolerable when shared by two. And so a 
yoke. was just a curved wooden collar by which 
a pair of oxen were joined together for the pur- 
‘pose of drawing a wagon or a plough. 

_ The all-significant matter to remember is this ; 
the yoke is an implement for two, and in the 
‘double pull the yoke becomes easy and the burden 
light. 5 

And therefore, Christ’s yoke is not a collar of 
obligations, a responsibility slipped upon our 
single neck, in which we are then sent forth to 
plough our lonely furrow in the heavy field. 

Christ has no single collars; he deals only in 

yokes. Ii we are wearing a single collar, and 
straining at our load, the collar is of our own 
fashioning; we have not obtained it from the 
hands of Christ. The Lord’s collars are yokes 
fashioned for two, and he himself is always one 
of the two. 
_ And thus the significance of our Master’s appeal 
is this: “Take off that single collar. Exchange 
dt for this yoke, and let me share the burden 
with you.” 

The offering of a yoke is the gracious offer of 
‘partnership. It is the tender purpose of the Lord 
that we should pull our loads in fellowship with 
him. But we decline the partnership; we work in 
‘single collar; and our necks are galled and our 
strength is broken. We “labor and are heavy 
Jaden.” We are like the laboring ox, straining, 
fainting, falling, burdened to the point of pain, 
crushed beyond endurance. Such are the deadly 
‘effects of the single collar. life becomes irk- 
‘some and burdensome; our spirits become irrit- 
able and despondent under the burden. There 
is nO spring in our goings, and our days are gray 
and commonplace. 

But this is not the purpose of our God. Life 
ds not intended to be a bloody tragedy, its roads 
choked with fainting souls dropping beneath their 
load. Life is purposed to be right and buoyant, 
with gleams of innocent comedy and its night- 
times filled with songs. 

_ There are a multitude of burdened men and 
women carrying loads beyond their strength. The 
pilgrim’s way is loud with groans and: sighs. 
Where is the dance of the vintage? 
the song of the harvest home? God’s children are 
fainting on the long road; they are dropping at 
the hill. What is there wrong? It is the fault 
of the single collar. We are resolving life into 
individualism when it was purposed to be a fel- 
lowship.. We are making it merely human when 
it was intended to be divine. We are wearing a 
single collar when it was intended that we should 
wear the yoke. 

“Come unto me, all ye that labor and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my 
yoke upon you . . and ye shall find rest unto 
your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden 
is light.” 


Where is ~ 


Changing the Collar for the Yoke 


SOWETT, D, D., NEW YORK, N. Y. 


Let us look at some of those burdened people, in 
whose lives a moral and spiritual revolution 
would be worked if only they would share the 
yoke of Christ. 


I. Here is a man ploughing a bit of heavy 
land. It is a patch of desert abounding in scrub, 
or it is a stretch of unclean soil, filled with wiry 
roots of ancient custom and tradition. Or it is 
a plot where everything seems unyielding, and 
the plough can make no headway. And the strain 
tries the spirit; the heart loses its optimism; and 
the will becomes lax and irresolute. He “labors 
and is heavy laden.” Work of this kind is a 
very hopeless labor; it is positively heart-break- 
ing if it be attempted in a single collar. 

And so our Master speaks to such a man, and 
says: “Take off that collar; share my yoke with 
me. Let me follow in thy labor. Take me 
into partnership; let us do that long, heavy fur- 
row together. Let me bring the power of the 
resurrection into it. For my yoke is easy and my 
burden is light.” 

Il. Here is another man dragging the burden 
of constant commonplace. When life is full of 
changes, the changes themselves may provide a 
rest. The change brings other muscles into play. 
It is restful even to lift the eyes away from the 
detailed work, and allow them to roam over wider 
space. 

But some lives are burdened by a fearful 
monotony. There is the monotony of waking to 
the unchanging program; there is the monotony 
of the road to work; ‘there is the monotony of 
the work itself. There is the monotony of the re- 
turn—a gray, gray road! Gray, gray, gray, for- 
ever gray—never a change to scarlet or blue! 
Every morning the same gray load on the same 
gray road, the journey to begin at the metallic 
stroke of the clock, and at the metallic stroke of 
the clock to cease. 

And, O, the sighs that rise along that road! 
The old, old round! And often it is so hard to 
drag along, and the ox-like soul staggers and 
faints. 

What shall we say about it? We were never 
intended to drag along that gray road in the har- 
ness of a single collar. Let the man try what 
will happen if he changes the single collar for 
the yoke of the Lord. It is not only that the load 
will become lighter, but the road will become 
brighter. 

What a difference a companion makes to one’s 
pilgrimage! I said to a couple of pedestrians, 
“Did you see Warwick’s gloomy prison as you 
came along?” “No,” was the answer. But then 
they were two lovers, and their absorption in each 
other made them immune to the gloom. 

And I might say to many a soul, “Was not that 
a bit of monotonous road at noon today?” Or, 
“Was not that a wearisome struggle in the even- 
ing?” And the answer would be, “I never noticed 
it. I felt like singing all the time.” But then, 
these people are lovers, and their companion 
lover is the Lord. They shared a common yoke 
and walked a common road. 

If you want to see what the Lord can do with 
a monotonous road, exchange the collar for the 
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yoke, and “the desert shall rejoice and blossom — 


as the rose.” 


III. There are other people who are dragging 
along the burden of ruined hopes. This is a very 
burdensome road. Life’s early proposals are 
broken, and the desolate heart is dragging the 
ruins to the grave. 

Life began in some soaring purpose, some fond, 
aspiring vision, which lifted the soul into the 
high firmament of hope and vision. And then the 
beautiful, delicate thing was written, and its ruins 
were borne along through the rest of the dull and 
leaden. days. 

Here is ‘a young woman with strong desire to 
bea missionary. She lives for it, thinks of it, 
dreams of. It fills her entire vision and con- 
stitutes the magnetic goal of her life. 

The season of consummation is drawing near. 
She is medically examined, and is condemned 
as physically unfit, and her application is rejected. 
And so all her fine aspirations fall to the earth 
in pathetic ruin, and for the rest of her days 
she drags a big load of wrecked ambitions and 
broken hopes. 


Or here is a father who builds a stately palace 
of hopes founded on the future achievements of 
his son, The palace is big and roomy, restful and 
inspiring, bright and sunny with the light of 
final triumph; and then the son is stricken. He 
fails and fails, and this stately home of ordered 
hopes tumbles in disastrous heaps. The broken 
things are gathered together, and the heart just 
drags them along the dull and cloudy way. 

What can be said to all these troubled souls? 
Just this: The mistake of all mistakes is the 
single collar. To harness ourselves to the pa- 
thetic burden of ruined hopes, and tug them 
along by night and day, is fearfully exhausting 
work. There is nothing like it for inducing pre- 
mature age, nothing like it for creating a mood 
in which the sone of the birds is never heard. 


But with Jesus as our yokefellow, the heavy,. 


broken hopes become lighter, for newer and 


more wonderful hopes appear on the road, ful 
of life giving grace and inspiration. Here, too 
“death is swallowed up in victory.” — Fl 

IV. And there are those who are dragging 
the burden of common sorrow. There is nothing 
unusual about their sorrow; it is just a wan piece 
of familiar grief. Perhaps it is the death of a 
little child, and the light is out. It is a rutty 
road on a cold, wet night, and a heavy load, t 
boot. | 
There is nothing for it but to take the yoke. 

When the Lord comes into the bereaved life, 
a strange, quieting light begins to shine, even the 
holy, ‘hopeful light of the eternal morning. Whe 
he becomes our yokefellow, yesterday decreases 
in burdensomeness as the morrow increases 1m 
glory. bet 

That is ever the ministry of the divine fellow- 
ship in any kind of human need. The golde 
age of a life is removed from the past and en- 
throned in the future. The light that followe 
behind goes on before. The examples might b 
multiplied. There are those who are cumbered 
with a load of care. There are those whose live 
have to be dragged through temptations which 
act upon the soul like magnetic mud. There ar 
those whose hindrance is a loneliness unbroke 
by any familiar friend. There are those whos 
goings are hampered and entangled by uncon- 
genial attachments. And there are those whos 
burden is an imperfect body, the very vehicle 
having, as it were, a broken axle or a broken 
wheel. 


“And what shall we say to all these laboring 
and heavy-laden souls? We will give them the: 
old, sweet, evangelical word, “Drop the collar 
and take the yoke; accept the partnership of 
Jesus, and let the fellowship be divine.” 

“Come unto me, all ye that labor and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my; 
yoke upon you * * * and ye shall-find rest 
unto your souls. For my yoke is easy and my; 
burden is light.” 


‘ 


Three Ways of Meeting Sin 


REV. ROBERT MACKENZIE, D. D., 


Texts: “And led him away to crucify him,” 
Matthew 27:31; “And went and hanged him- 
self,” Matthew 27:5; “And he went out and wept 
bitterly,’ Matthew 26:75. 

Every man in his honest hours knows that he 
has sinned against God. Sin must be met and 
settled for in some way. How to meet it has 
been the most serious problem of all ages and 
nations. 

The word of God tells us that there are three 
and only three ways of meeting sin. These are 
summed up in our text: “They led him away 
to crucify him.” ‘He went out and hanged him- 
self.” “He went out and wept bitterly.” I have 
chosen these verses from three representative 
characters. However widely different they may 
have been in their origin, however widely their 
paths may now diverge, in our text their paths 
cross and come together in one tragic point. As 
in old lands and old times where three ways 
meet, there might be found on one corner a 
crucifix where men knelt to pray, on another a 
gallows where some criminal paid the penalty of 
his crime, and on the other a guide post pointing 
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to a safe destination; so where these three paths: 
come together in our text we find Christ on the: 
cross, Judas on the tree, Peter weeping bitterly., 
Each of these has come here to meet and settle? 
for sin. It was sin that nailed Christ to the> 
cross, that hanged Judas on the tree, that sent? 
Peter out in bitterness. Let us look at each in) 
turn, ; | 

I. Christ on the cross. 

Why should Christ die? The affairs of this; 
world are confessedly under the reign of law not! 
to be trifled with. One of these divine laws is; 
that death can come to man only by the path of! 
sin. It is written, “In the day that thou eatest: 
thereof thou shalt surely die.’ It is written: 
again, “The wages of sin is death.” We can eas-: 
ily account for the death of the two thieves on: 
either side of Christ; one of themselves indeed) 
accounts for it, “We indeed justly, for we re- 
ceive the due reward of our deeds.” But Christ: 
had no sin. He was declared innocent by all who» 
knew him. By friends most intimately associ-. 
ated with him by night and by day. Men justi- 
fied by friends may yet be condemned by ene-. 
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mies, whose eyes are sharper for defects, but 
the officers of the law sent out to arrest Christ 
came back without their prisoner; the Pharisees, 
trained in keenest analysis of human motive, 
tried him and tested him to catch him in his 
words without success; in their final trial of him 
no true witness could bear testimony against his 
character. In his trial before the more just Ro- 
man court, Pilate’s wife warned the judge, her 
husband, to,have nothing to do with that just 
man; Pilate himself declared Christ innocent 
and washed his own hands in protest against the 
accusation. Judas, who betrayed him, declared 
that he had betrayed innocent blood. Friends 
and enemies may justify a man who yet may 
know himself condemned by his own conscience; 
but Christ out of a good conscience could chal- 
Tenge the world to convict him of sin. Friends, 
foes, and our own conscience may be deceived, 
but God is not deceived; his pure eyes may trace 
some hidden wrong, yet three times from heaven 
came the assuring voice, “This is my beloved 
‘Son, in whom I am well pleased.” Christ is the 
one and only sinless man of human history. Yet 
Christ died, and died the most excruciating form 
of death ‘ever invented by the ingenuity or ap- 
plied by the malice of men. To make his death 
doubly sure the Roman soldier sent his searching 
Spear into his breaking heart. 


- Grant now that death comes by the path of 
‘sin, that Christ had no sin of his own, and yet 
that Christ died, and you have an enigma the 
‘most profound ever proposed to the mind of man. 
How do we account for it? Men could harrass 
and mock and scourge Christ, they could not kill 
him if in some way he was not vitally connected 
with sin. Pilate saith unto Jesus, ‘““Whence art 
‘thou ” but Jesus gave him no answer. Pilate 
saith unto him, “Speakest thou not unto me? 
Knowest thou not that I have power to release 
thee?” Jesus answered, “Thou couldest have no 
power at all against me except it were given thee 
from above.” Thus Christ appealed with confi- 
dence from the pitiful passions of men to the ir- 
refragable law of God. Not the passions of men, 
not the hate of ecclesiastics, not the power of 
the Roman army, not the ingenuity of Satan him- 
self could have lifted up Christ on a cross if he 
had had no connection with sin. Yet Christ died 
and died not only with the permission of God, 
but also by the determinate counsel and fore- 
knowledge of God. Christ had no sin of his 
“own; he had lived in all well pleasing with God. 
By what law, then, of justice or equity did God 
permit men to nail ‘his clean hands to the cross 
or to send the thirsty spear into the well-springs 
of his innocent heart? Shall not the judge of 
all the earth do right? There is but one alterna- 
tive. The law of God must stand; since death 
can come only by sin, Christ died not for his 
own sin but for the sin of others. “He who knew 
no sin was made sin for us.” Let us name it, 
God’s way of meeting man’s sin, and let us hang 
‘it up for the present and turn to the next. 

II. Judas hanging himself. 

If now, leaving Christ on the cross on the 
north side of the city, we pass to the south, we 
will come to the brink of a valley in which the 
refuse of the streets and the offal of the altar is 
thrown; to keep it from poisoning the air it 1s 
consumed in perpetual fires; on the brink a black- 
‘ened tree from which Judas hangs dead. At the 
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point of our text Jesus is the most innocent and 
Judas the most sinful of men. What this man’s 
beginning may have been we may not know. How 
he came to be a disciple we need not wait to an- 
swer. Suffice it to say that he was a disciple, a 
member of that little church first gathered by 
Christ, an unconverted member indeed, for the 
church of Christ on this earth was not and is 
not perfect; there are tares among the wheat, 
the seed may fall by the wayside and be trodden 
under foot, men may resist and strive against 
and quench the Spirit. He was treasurer of that 
church, dispensing their money for their slim 
necessities and slender charities. Christ gives 
every man the opportunity of serving him in the 
line of his own aptitude. What was Judas’ pur- 
pose in lingering in that little church? in spend- 
ing his time over the few dollars in its treasury? 
Judas shared the opinion common to all the dis- 
ciples, that Christ was some great one in dis- 
guise, one of power, of influence, of command 
over men, the coming conquerer of all the ene- 
mies of the Jews. He would one day throw off 
his disguise of lowliness and proclaim himself 
what he was, the king and deliverer, the Messiah 
of his people. He would set up his throne in 
Jerusalem and rule the world; the revenues of 
many nations would pour into this Hebrew capi- 
tal. And if a king he would have a cabinet, and 
who would be the secretary of that treasury? 
Judas, of course; and so he clinked the few coins 
in the leathern bag both in contempt for what 
they were and in anticipation of what they fore- 
shadowed. His green eyes glittered with the 
covetous vision. As Christ came near the end 
of his earthly life he declared plainly to his dis- 
ciples that they were mistaken in their opinion. 
Judas saw his vision of gold melt away, his cas- 
tles vanish in thin air; he had played a losing 
game; he will make the most of what is left. If 
Christ is so foolish as to throw away his own 
chances and the disciples’ prospects there is one 
man sharp enough to see the end before it comes, 
to sell this leaking ship before it sinks. He re- 
membered that the Pharisees had offered a price 
to anyone who would guide them to a place 
where Christ could be taken quietly. Abruptly 
leaving the holy table he went out into the night 
and to the Pharisees, saying, “What will ye give 
me, and I will deliver him unto you?” and he 
sold to them for thirty pieces of silver him whom 
they could have had tomorrow for nothing. They 
counted the coin to him on the table; Judas 
sweeps it all into the leathern bag, congratulating 
himself that he was that much to the good, and 
putting the bag in his bosom, led the Pharisees 
and the Roman guard to Gethsemane, and in the 
quiet solitude of the olives indicated the Lord by 
a traitor’s kiss. 


This is the culmination. of this man’s career, 
the maturity of his awful sin. How insidiously 
sin matures. No man comes to a sin like this in 
one step, but step by step; twice did Christ warn 
him, but now the deed is done. He saw them 
take Christ off to the trial and the cross, while 
he by another path and alone sought his own 
room, put the silver under his pillow, and lay 
down to sleep. “Sleep no more, Macbeth hath 
murdered sleep!” Sin is now matured and must 
be met. How shall he meet it? How shall a 
man meet his own sin? By regret? Yes. Hear 
him in his restless sleeplessness, “I have sinned,” 


“My punishment is greater than I can bear” ; 
hear him trying to pray, “Mine iniquity is greater 
than can be forgiven!’ By undoing the deed? 
Yes. The tardy morning comes, he rises and 
hastens to the disciples that they may hide Christ 
again; but on the street he meets a rabble vo- 
ciferous with the cry, “Crucify him!” What, is 
he condemned already? Too late to undo! By 
restitution? Yes. He hastens to the Pharisees, 
offers to return the money if they will but stop 
the proceedings: “I have betrayed innocent 
blood”; they spurn his money and him. In the 
stunned silence that followed his rebuff he hears 
the distant clamor, “Crucify him!” and with the 
deepening conviction that it is all too late he 
flings the hated money clanging on the pavement 
and goes out. Regret, undoing, restitution all 
hardening to remorse, out to the black tree on 
the brink of the valley, out to the outer darkness, 
down to his: own place. Poor Judas! 


Take the first scene away—Christ on the 
cross—and all men must die here with Judas and 
go with him to the same place. The wages of 
sin is death; either Christ must die for me or I 
must die for myself. There, then, is the second 
scene of our text. The first is God’s way of 

“meeting man’s sin in self-sacrificing love. The 
second is man meeting man’s own sin in eternal 
remorse. 

III, Let us look at the third scene—Peter 
weeping bitterly. 

There is no Christ here, no remorseful death, 
only a few tears; yet Judas has gone down and 
Peter is in heaven, What, then, becomes of the 
law that links death to sin? Is there partiality 
with God? What becomes of conscience? Is it 
different in different men? Does it drive a Judas 
to the tree and demand of a Peter only a few 
tears? Perhaps Peter was nota sinner. Let us 
not try to get out of it that way, for he himself 
said, “I am a sinful man. Perhaps he was not 
such a sinner as Judas was; Judas betrayed 
Christ, Peter only denied him. There is no such 
difference _as this between the sins of these two 
men. A just jurv would find Peter guilty and 
certainly hang him side by side with Judas. Let 
us see: Both these men were disciples of Christ, 
but Peter was,one of three taken into most in- 
timate fellowship and friendship to share his 
master’s glory on the Mount of Transfiguration, 
to share his master’s sorrows in Gethsemane; 
his honor as a trusted friend was involved. Both 
promised to be loyal to Christ, but Peter swore 
with an oath that if all men forsook him yet 
would not he, he would follow him to prison 


and to death; his plighted troth was involve 
Judas betrayed his master to his enemies, Petey 
surrendered him to the same enemies—Judas fo 
thirty pieces of silver, Peter for nothing. Judas 
betrayed his master at midnight, when reaso}j 
and conscience were nodding; Peter denied hir 
in the dawn of the fresh morning, when the re 
cuperative powers of nature were regirding meq 
with strength of mind and body. There i 
no mitigation of Peter’s sin, nor is it any 1 
than that of Judas. Loyalty, honor, friendshig 
conscience were equally violated by both. Bot 
surrendered Christ to his enemies, and Peter di 
it in more aggravating circumstances; both rea 
ized that they had sinned—betrayed or dente 
innocent blood; in both conscience is hot wit 
accusation that morning; both realized that no» 
in some way they must meet the sin. Thus fe 
they kept step together, thus far their patt| 
have converged to the same point; but from th 
point their paths at once diverge. Judas wer 
out and down by the path of remorse to his o 

place; Peter went out and up by the path « 
repentance to heaven. Where, then, is the la 
of sin and death: Can mere repentance anni 
that eternal law? Can a few hot tears take tl] 
place of blood and wipe out his sin? Let us ne 
deceive ourselves with such sophistry as thai 
let us face the law more honestly. Take tha 
first scene, Christ on the cross, away, and Peter 
repentance would have speedily hardened int 
Judas’ remorse and carried him to another branc 
on that blackened tree. But Peter turned h 
eyes to Christ on the cross, remembering wha 
he said, that he would give his life a ransom fe 
many; that in their last evening together he sai 
in “my blood” there would be “remission ¢ 
sins”; that whosoever repented and_ believed : 
him would ‘be saved. It was not Peter’s tea: 
that cleansed him from sin, i 
the Christ to whom he looked; it was not Peter 
repentance that paid the penalty of his sin « 
made atonement for it, it was Jesus Christ - 
whom he looked in repentance and in faith. - 
Judas instead of going to the Pharisees had thr 
turned to Christ, if instead of trying to meet hi 
own sin he had turned to God’s way of meetir 
man’s sin, who knows how different the res 

might have been? This is the difference betwe¢ 
man and man. Judas chose to meet his own sit 
Peter, an equally great sinner, fled to Chris// 
And there is the third scene of our text: Me 
accepting God’s way of meeting sin. In whi¢ 
of these two paths are our feet today? To whi¢ 
of these ways of meeting sin are we looking ?? 


The True Orphans: 


REV. BERNARD J. SNELL, 


Long ago the Argonauts set sail in their ship 
to bring to Greece the golden, fleece that had be- 
longed to the ram that came from heaven. How 
they won the fleece, and having won it set out 
for home amid storms and_ opposed by many 
enemies I cannot now tell; every child should 
read it. It is one of the greatest stories in the 
world. Theirs was a large vessel, with flity 
_ benches of rowers in it; when winds were ad- 
verse or when there as no wind, they had to row 
Well, one summer day they came near to a fair 
island, and it. was bright with flowers, and they 
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Talk to Children | 


heard maidens singing on the shores the sweete: 
songs heard by mortal ears. 

Captain Jason bade them row hard to e} 
away from the land; “for,” said he, “those 
the Sirens, who lure men to death. Row hart) 
or we are lost; the shore is strewn with the bon)! 
of dead men who stopped to listen.” | 
silver voices of the Sirens stole away the courag|| 
of the oarsmen, though they were heroes: Herc 
les himself was one of them. And they listless: 
let the oars drop from their weary hands. The} 
the maidens called them to come to the sande! 


f all winsome delights and fair beauties. Cap- 
“gin Jason, almost in despair, for he knew what 
ihe end would be, called for his minstrel Or- 
pheus, and bade him sing a stirring song of noble 
deeds. Perhaps that- might rouse the men from 
their trance and recall them to duty. Orpheus 
was the Greek who sang so sweetly that even 
‘shes came up to hear his strains, and even trees 
Id their branches still to listen. Orpheus seized 
1s harp. His voice was strong and clear as he 
Sang a song of brave deeds and manly honor; 
nd so loudly rang out his voice that he quite out- 
Sang the song of the Sirens on the shore. The 
‘men seized their oars again, and to the cadence 
%f his melody they drew their vessel through the 
Waves until the island was far, far behind. 

Did you never hear the song of the Sirens? 
No! What? Did you never hear quite inside 
yourself “Just do as you like; enjoy yourself. 
Never mind, there’s plenty of time for hard work 
bye-and-bye. Have a good time ”"—That is the 
song of the Sirens. 

_ Did you never hear Orpheus? I remember be- 
ing with my wife and some friends in Rome, and 
we were looking at the pictures on the walls of 
the Catacombs where the early Christians prayed, 
and where sometimes they took refuge from 
their tormentors and persecutors, and on the 


wall close by a grave there is still a picture of’ 


Orpheus, and all living things are listening to 
him, charmed by his music. But if vou look 
closely at the picture, you see that it is Christ, 
who by the might of his gentleness and the love- 
liness of his life, is winning all men. Indeed our 
“Orpheus” is Christ, who sings in our hearts and 
says, “My child, follow me.’ 

In the old fairy story of the Greeks the Sirens 


were liars! If men landed on that shore, they 
found that instead of being, as they seemed from 
the distance, beautiful maidens, they were loath- 
some creatures with fangs and claws. And if 
we give way to the voice that says, “Enjoy your- 
self; never mind anybody else. Just enjoy your- 
self,” the old Greek story comes terribly true. 


Ol course, we all know that God has sent us 
into this world not to be miserable and discon- 
tented, but to be happy. But there are times in 
which we have no right to do what we like,— 
when you have lessons to learn and you yourself 
would rather go and play,—when it is time to 
get up in the morning, and self is lazy, and you 
decide, “Oh! I’ll have ten minutes more in bed,” 
—when self is greedy and wants to grasp all the 
nice things that are going. “Oh!” you say, “I 


do wish the temptations that come to me were 


not always so pleasant; one is always tempted 
to a nice thing.” Why, of course, there would 
be no temptation if we were not enticed by 
something that seems delicious and entrancing. 


Let me add only this, that the man who lives 
to be happy is really much less likely to be happy 
than the man who tries to be good. You say, 
“T can’t understand that.” But it is true. If a 
man seeks to be happy before anything else, he 
is much less likely to find happiness than the man 
who says, “I will be true, whatever happens.” 

I cannot explain it, but I think that it is a 
little like this: Suppose you had nothing but 
holidays with no work at all, don’t you think 
that you would very soon get tired of play? I 
am sure of it. 

Heaven is not the reward of those who seek 
to be happy, but of those who try to be good. 


{ 


Christ and the Common People 


REV. <C. 


- Text: “And the common people heard him 
gladly.” Mark 12:37. y 


The test of a religion is what it can do for 
the average man. There have always been re- 
ligions, and philosophers in the world that have 
said in effect, ‘Give us your best material and 
we will show you, what we can do with it and 
for it.’ But Christ found the material for saints 
and heroes in the slums, in the streets, and even 
in the gutters. “Bring me ybdur least promising 
and most ordinary material,” he said, “and I will 
show you what I can do with it.” And yet there 
js a sense in which my text is one of the most 
surprising statements in the New ‘Testament. 
What we call the common people are crediited 
with certain virtues of an elementary character 
and certain other qualities by no means admir- 
able. But we have rather concluded to believe 
that they are indifferent to high-tone appeal, in- 
capable of fine feeling, impatient of lofty spir- 
itual ideals. Indeed, idealism of any sort is sup- 
posed to be contrary to their low and little preju- 
dices. They are creatures of clap-trap, who need 
to be entertained with highly spliced rhetoric; 
tickled and humored with all the acts of the 
demagogue. This is the unflattering estimate 
which we are encouraged to form of the “com- 
mon people,” and judged by their standard 
Christ’s attempts to teach them must have been 
labor lost. He certainly did not flatter them. 
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He pricked bubbles of their patriotic expecta- 
tions. He prophesied the decline and fall. of their 
splendid and beloved city. He drew for his fol- 
lowers no glowing pictures of success and au- 
thority. “Ye shall be hated of all men for my 
name’s sake,” he said. THis was not exactly an 
attractive message, nor did the appeal to take 
up the cross and follow him breathe any base 
popularity hunting. No one who ever spoke the 
truth to men was more guiltless of that than he. 


But in addition, according to our venal no- 
tions, his ministry was over the people’s heads. 
It was set in too high a key. His teachings were 
too spiritual—to use a philosophic phrase, too 
transcendental. True, his discourses were not 
dry, logical, argumentative sermons. They were 
full of simple anecdote and illustration. But 
even then the suggestio nof a meaning after 
which the mind had to reach often left his hear- 
mystified, if not irritated. “Why — speakest 
thou unto us in parables?” and many of the say- 
ings were hard. There was such a blunt, direct, 
uncompromising mortification of popular hopes 
and beliefs. These were public utterances. And 
when he conversed with individuals, units in this 
multitude called the common people, he did not 
change his method. Amazement falls upon us 
still as we stand and listen to him discoursing to 
the Samaritan woman, she of the soiled life and 
the stained soul, of the nature of Deity, and the 


x 


spiritual character of worship. This is not how— 
I do not speak in any critical spirit—but this is 
not how many. a modern missioner would have 
dealt with the woman. He would have applied 
to her misdeeds the chastisement of straight and 
burning speech. He would have argued of death 
and judgment. He would have spoken freely of 
the wrath to come. But not a word of this fell 
from the lips of Jesus. He treated this common 
woman, with her lost character and life of shame, 
with indefinable respect, until as he spoke to her, 
she must have felt, I suppose, that the God of 
whom he spoke was real and was near—verily 
present in the speaker. I do say that Christ’s 
methods were as unlike those of popular evan- 
gelism as they could well be. Simple say- 
ings, heavily freighted with meaning; natural 
illustrations of supernatural truths; familiar de- 
scriptions of a world and a life absolutely un- 
real to the average soul; and yet the common 
people ‘hung upon his words; and when the ec- 
celiastics would have silenced him, or done him 
hurt, they feared the people. So what, one asks, 
are we to ascribe this power of Christ over the 
common people? 

I. Let it be remembered that this particular 
eagerness was not due to what he did, but to 
what he said; not to what they obtained of tem- 
poral benefit, but to what they heard. It had no 


reference to the bread that perisheth, but to what ~ 


he described as the bread of life. It was his mes- 
sage, not his miracle. There were, as we are 
told, times in his ministry when the crowd mis- 
took the purpose of his coming, and looked to 
material advantages. But as he spoke to them 
they grew conscious they were greater than they 
knew; and that they needed most what he had 
to give, and what they could get from no other. 
Christ’s greatness began where every other 
teacher’s greatness ended. This was what he 
meant by fulfilling the prophets.. Where they 
ended he began. They conducted men to the 
misty threshold of the invisible, and then Christ 
took them by the hand and led them across right 
into the kingdom ot God. What was dark spec- 
ulation to the most farseeing of others was first- 
hand knowledge to Christ. Christ spoke as one 
who had come straight from the bosom of God, 
and who was in the world but not of it, living 
and moving and have his being in the unseen. 
And men of the world are men of the world; 
they need no one to teach them the facts of their 
own sphere. What they don’t know isn’t worth 
knowing. But they recognized in Christ one 
whose knowledge began where their own knowl- 
edge ended: One who knew himself to be 
teacher sent from God. 
II. It is a great mistake to suppose that the 
man in the street is just a materialist, and no 
more. In point of fact that religious teacher 
who undervalues his audience has no power over 
them. Jesus never addressed men and women as 
if they had no deeper needs and no higher as- 
piration than could be met by material satisfac- 
tions. He never let his mission down. He never 
lowered his ideals. He never cheapened and 
vulgarized his ministry. He never condescended 
to one unworthy artifice. He imitated no tricks 
of the rhetorician. But I will tell you what he 
did. He assumed universal instincts and intui- 
tions that demanded God for their daily food, 
redeeming love for their daily satisfaction. And 
he was right. His knowledge of the common 


heart was just and unerring. The common p 
le heard him gladly. ] 
; III. I discover, then, the reason of Chris: 
attraction for the common people in his infini 
and infallible knowledge of the common hez 
and its needs. He knew that the lowest nee 
the highest, and he did not try to satisfy t 
hunger and a God heart with the husks that t 
swine do eat. He offered heaven to the men 
the street, and he succeeded. He offered Gc 
who is a spirit, to the woman of Samaria, ai 
she confessed that he had proved himself hi 
Messiah, her Christ. He aroused a sacred this 
in the souls of fishermen and tax collectors, r 
resentatives of ordinary humanity, and he 
right. He lodged the eternities in the heart 
time, and the common folk were the first to re 
ognize the gift and to rejoice. Above all he E 
lieved right through that the supreme need 
man is God and that all the other gospels 
simply quack remedies, and he was right. 
made no mistake. He put first things in t 
first place. Temporal necessities, he said, wot 
be added, but God and his righteoueness mt 
come first. He held this water of eternal li 
to the lips of common humanity, and the comm: 
people drank eagerly and found life. The divini 
of Christ is never more attested than in f 
knowledge of the human heart—his faith in mz 
We talk of mean streets; we talk of comm 
lodging houses; we talk of the dull, dingy homa 
But what is it lives in these places? Why, pz 
sion and sentiment, joy and sorrow, tragedy a 
romance. Love and hate live there; selfishne 
and unselfishness, envy and chivalry, pride a 
malice and charity dwell together in those narre 
rooms. Beneath that humble roof, in the cro 
ed court, yea, within that squalid garret are 
the heavens and hells of Dante.” What lau 
ter and tears, what deeds of unbridled passic 
aye, and of sublime generosity! Behold, this 
the common people, whose own stories are w 
ten by a Miss Bronte and not by a Miss Braddc 
and you learn that this is life—woven of the 
strange strands; incongruous medley of incop 
patibles; tragic unity of irreconcilable element 
but never “common,” even sublime; the life 
which Jesus Christ held the key—the key ali 
of its reality and its redemption. | 
No wonder Miss Bronte could find in comm 
life material for tragedy. But not for trag 
alone. I set over against that prophet’s Suffc 
village the little Moravian settlement of Het 
mansburg. There from a little church went ¢ 
twelve members to carry the tidings of the 1 
of God, mighty to save, to the darkest places | 
the earth. They built their own ship, manned: 
and provisioned it. Yea, and they besought t 
authorities of Hamburg that some of the c 
criminals might be sent to them and they devot 
themselves to their reclamation. And a cast 
visitor testified that the spirit of love perva 
and possessed the little town and illuminated 4 
faces of the simple folk who lived there—co: 
mon people. But when the common people cez 
to love and hate, to hope and fear, to be cruel a: 
to be. generous, they will cease to present ¢ 
material with which the Lord Christ can wa 
his will; and they will cease te discover in ] 
gospel the bread of life for their soul hung: 
But it was written of him in the never-to-l 
forgotten words that he knew what was in ma 
he knew what powers for good and evil lie d¢ 
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jant in everyone; he knew what passions pto- 
}eed out of the human heart; he knew how holy 
jf Sanctuary or how profane an idol-temple this 
ul of man may be. And as he knew he spake. 
nd at last men heard words that reached them; 
hruths that found them. They felt the stripes 
that chastised and in chastising healed. They 
knew that their Lord had come at last. Be- 
neath the garb of poverty there woke unsus- 
ected cravings, and aspirings. ‘The common 
people heard him gladly. When his hand touched 
hem the strings of common hearts trembled into 
urprising melodies. 


IV. We preach him still—the Christ of the 
common people; the supreme master of the hu- 
man heart; the redeemer of souls from depths 
of Hell to heights of Heaven; great giver of 
joy, creator of bliss—say, is not this the Christ 
for us and all the world, for our age and every - 
age, for our sins and sorrows and the sins-and 
sorrows of the race—is not this the Christ, the 
Saviour’of the lost, the friend of the publicans 
and sinners, to whom the wise men and the un- 
learned shepherds alike do homage? Of him 
truly it may be written in golden tribute that the 
common people hear him gladly. 


—perhaps on the 
or on the 
inside — finish for 
the seats, floors, 
Plaster, etc., etc. 
You see the need. 
Here is the solution 
in cost. 

The Expositor 

has just completed 
arrangements with one 
fof the best paint com- 

banies in Cleveland—The 
( Paint & Varnish 


Ist. To secure a special net 
price on Paintrite Paint, Varnishes, 
etc. 

i 2nd. For every 10 gallons of paint 
you or your members order, one gallon 
will be given FREE to the church. 

- This means that to secure FREE paint for 
Your church, all you need to do is to have 
“rom eight to ten of your parishioners com- 
bine their requirements for this Spring—place 
them through you and your church will secure 
@REE one gallon for every ten ordered. 

And this special price, $1.50 per gallon, on 
“aintrite Paint is such that even apart from 
the free paint offer to the church, it is to their 
interest to unite to secure a paint which for 
twenty-five years has given complete satisfac- 
tion. i|| >| 

Start your church organizations toward 
helping you to have your church PAINTED 
WITHOUT EXPENSE. 

Address, FREE PAINT DEPARTMENT 
for color cards and further information. 

F. M. BARTON, 

708 Caxton Bldg. Publisher. 

If you have written and wish to have pub- 
lished stories, long or short, articles, sketches, 
sermons, poems, essays or any other form of 
literary composition, send it to us. We can 
improve it, and make it disposable material at 
the most advantageous market terms for the 
particular class to which it belongs. 

The association also undertakes the transla- 
tion and adaptation of plays; the dramatiza- 
tion of fiction; the compilation of statistics 
and family histories; and research work along 


all lines of intellectual investigation. Assist- 
ance in preparing for journalistic and literary 
occupations afforded by experienced workers. 
_Full particulars and references on applica- 
tion by mail or at-personal interview. We 
shall be glad to have you communicate with 
us if you think we can be of service.—Inter- 
national Literary Association, Bible House, 
New York. 


Churches Attended by Washington. 


While Washington was in New York during 
the early portion of his first presidential term, 
he occupied two of the finest residences in 
the city; the first, the stately. “Osgood” House, 
on Franklin Square, built by Walter Franklin, 
and afterwards the “McComb” mansion on 
lower Broadway; but while at both it was his 
invariable custom to attend worship at St. 
Paul’s every Sunday morning, and sometimes 
more frequently. His diary records this fact. 

Owing to the fears of the Southern States 
of “undue influence” from New England— 
which afterwards removed the Federal capital 
to the banks of the Potomac, in Washington’s 
administration—the seat of government was 
transferred to Philadelphia. Here Washing- 
ton attended Christ Church, a stately edifice 
still standing on Second street. The exterior 
is unaltered, but within the march of “im- 
provement” has swept away-most of the old 
associations, nothing now remaining to remind 
us of the “times that tried men’s souls” but 
the ancient sounding board. In the grave- 
yard near the church lie buried many distin- 
guished men. Here lie the remains of the in- 
subordinate Charles Lee, and here also rests 
(as the epitaph records): “The body of Ben- 
jamin Franklin, printer, like the cover of an 
old books, its contents torns out and stripped 
of its lettering and gilding. But the work 
shall not be lost, for it will (as he believed) 
appear once more in a new and more elegant 
edition, revised and corrected by the author. 

Christ Church is one of the very oldest in 
the country, a portion having been erected 
early in the eighteenth century. It was added 
to at various times; the latest addition being 
the steeple constructed from the proceeds of 
a lottery held in 1754.—William J. Roe. 


Cheered by the presence of God, I will do 
at each moment, without anxiety, according to 
the strength which he shall give me, the work 
that his providence assigns me. I will leave 
the rest without concern; it is not my affair— 
Fenelon. 
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of the preachers who examine it? 


The Biblical Encyclopedia will save 
many hours a week in the preparation of your sermons. 
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Four-fold in Scope 


A Digest of Explanatory and Illustrative Comment on 


ENCYCLOPEDIA 


20,000 Literary 
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10,000 Illustrative 
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A Practical Help for Preachers 
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Methodist Episcopal Church. 
*T shall use them in preparing my speeches and sermons 
and I can commend them to ministers everywhere as most 
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REV. P. S. HENSON, D.D. 
Tremont Temple, Boston. 
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writers. The quotations and illustrations are inspiring to an 


unusual degree.” 


REV. J. P. COWAN, D.D. 

Ex-Moderator of General Assembly, U. P. Church, 
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illustration, and also in systematic and Yui 

the Biblical Encyclopedia has no equal.” 
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evidently edited by one who knowse the present needs of the 
ministry and the Biblical student.” 


WILLIAM EVANS 
Associate Director Moody Bible Institnte, Chicago. 


“After careful use and examination, I am led to say that 
the Encyclopedia is exceedingly helpful, comprehensive, 
interesting, and exegetically useful. Iknowofnootherwork | 
of its kind that is more useful and helpful to the students of 
the Scriptures.” 


FREDERICK D. POWER 
Garfield Memorial Church, Washington, D.C. 
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things condensed in the briefest possible space, consistent 
with clearness and coupe cucem, THIS IS THE BEST 
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E Superb New 
etc. Blidge: 


a Beautiful scenes from Palestine, Egypt 
and Athens. These new slides are from 
negatives made by our photographer on a 
recent trip. They are conceded by travelers 
“as being by far the best that have ever 
been produced. 


Also a new line of exceptional slides on 
Holland, Belgiuns and Ireland of the same 
superior grade. 


We are the oldest and largest makers of 
‘Stereopticon Views. We carry an un- 
limited stock of Lantern Slides covering 
every subject matter for Amusement and 
Educational purposes, as well as for Lec- 
‘tures on Travel, Art, History and Science. 


A vast assortment of slides on Religious 
Subjects for the Church and Sunday School 
for rental or purchase. 


No matter what character of slide you 
~ may require, send for our slide catalogue. 
Over 150,000 subjects to choose from. 


7 Stereopticon 
Projection Apparatus 


A full line of Projection Apparatus of the 
mosiapproved 
forms suitable 
for Home En- 
mcr atament, 
(the Church, 
, School or Lec- 
ture Hall. 


Send today 
for Catalogue 


of Slides and Apparatus. 


T. H. McAllister Co. 


Dept. A, 49 Nassau St. New York City 
Established 1783 
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The Evening Treat 


OTHING better during the 
evening at home than WELCH’S 


The moment you open the bottle you get 
the fresh, fruity aroma of the ripe grapes. 


There’s a zest, a cheer, in WELCH’S 
that has been saved for you from the * 
October days when the big, luscious clus- 
ters of Concords reached perfection for 
us here in the Chautauqua grape belt. 


Welch's 


“Che aay: Drink 
Grape Juice 


It is delicious, served plain. The Weich Grape 
Punch, many "people think, is the best beverage 
of all. It is simply—the juice of three lemons and 
one orange, pint of WIELCH’S, cup of sugar, 
quart of water. 

If you use a punch bowl, garnish with sliced 
fruits. Serve very cold. 


Do more than ask for ‘‘grape juice’’ 
—ask for WELCH’S—and get it. 
Send for our free booklet of recipes for 
dainty desserts and delicious drinks. 


If unable to get Welch’s of your dealer we will send 
oh 5 foes pints, express free east of Omaha, for 
$3.00. Samtle 4-02. botile mailed, .06c. 


Th: Welch Grape Juice Company 
Westfield, N. Y 
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Topics Illustrated-—The Church and Church-Going | 


BY EVAN J. LENA. , 


“Thy servants take pleasure in her stones, 
and favor the dust thereof.” Psa. 102:14. 
.“Pray for the peace of Jerusalem; they shall 
prosper that love thee. Because of the house 
of the Lord our God I will seek thy good.” 
iesave 122-6519) 

“By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat 
down, yea, we wept, when we remembered 
Zion.”—Psa,. 137:1. i 


“for Zion’s sake will I not hold my peace, 
and for. Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, until 
the righteousness thereof go forth as bright- 
ness, and the salvation thereof as a lamp that 
burneth.” Isa. 62:1. 


“One shall say, I am the Lord’s; and an- 
other shall call himself by the name of Jacob; 
and another shall subscribe with his hand unto 
the Lord, and surname himself by the name 
of Israel.” Isa. 44:5. 


“Then they that gladly received his word 
were baptized; and the same day there were 
added unto them about three thousand souls.” 
Acts 2:41. 


“For as we have many members in one body, 
and all members have not the same office; so 
we, being many, are one body in Christ, and 
ae ae members one of another.” Rom. 

“We are members of his body, of his flesh, 
and of his bones.” Eph. 5:30. 


“Mine house shall be called a house of 
prayer for all people.” Isa. 56:7. 


“They shall call Jerusalem the throne of the 
Lord; and all the nations shall be gathered 
unto it, to the name of the Lord, to Jerusalem; 
neither shall they walk any more after the 
imagination of their evil heart.” Jer. 3:17. 


THE CHURCH A HOME. 

A ship sailing from the Orient brought a 
large number of caged birds. When they were 
about in mid-ocean, one restless bird escaped 
from his cage. In an ecstasy of delight he 
swept through the air, away and away from 
his prison. He fairly bounded with outspread 
wings! Freedom! How sweet he thought it! 
Across the pathless waste he disappeared. But 
after hours had passed, to the amazement of 
crew and passengers, he appeared again, 
struggling toward the ship with heavy wings. 
Panting and breathless, he settled upon the 
deck. Far, far over the boundless deep, how 
eagerly, how painfully had he sought the ship 
again, now no longer a prison, but his dear 
home. One of the passengers, who had been 
greatly interested in the incident, afterwards 
wrote: “As I watched him nestle down on 
the deck, I thought of the restless human 
heart that breaks away from the restraints of 
religion. With buoyant wing he bounds away 
from church the prison, and God the prison. 
But if he is not lost on the remorseless deep, 
he comes back again with panting, eager heart 
to church the home, and God the home. The 
church is not a prison to any man. It gives 
the most perfect freedom in all that is good, 
and all that is safe.” 


i 
| 


HELPFULNESS OF CHURCH MEMBE! 
SHIP. | 


The Church is a place of sympathy a1 
fraternal help. God calls his Church a famil 
He intends that each individual church sha 
be a family where are found love and sy1 
pathy and mutual helpfulness. It is one of t} 
tests of discipleship that if we love God ¥ 
will love our brethren also. And let us n 
forget that, notwithstanding all that is sai 
to the contrary by the enemies of Chri 


Church has faults enough, and does not p 
fess to be perfect; but one of the first cor 
mendations of her early days was the rema 
of her enemies: “See how these Christia 
love one another.” And, despite all the flim: 
to the contrary, the time has never come 
when her members cannot truly sing: 


“Blest be the tie that binds 

Our hearts in Christian love.” 
Among the mountains of Switzerland, whe 
the difficulties and dangers of travelers ai 
great, they have a way of binding a group 
adventures together. Before they commen! 
the slippery and perilous ascent a strong co) 
is bound around the waist of each, and all a 
then tied together; so that every one hel 
the others, and if a brother slips the othe 
pull him up again. Just so helpful have tt! 
ties of Christian Church relationship bee 
found to multitudes of members as they ha} 
felt the uplift of mutual sympathy, the o: 

push of united effort, and the inspiration 
a common purpose and love. And there a 
so many difficulties in the Christian life thi 
we really need all the help we can get. T> 
Church may have some faults, but we vent 
the opinion that seldom will you find a pr 
fessing Christian who will not say that he wi 
strengthened and helped by uniting hims¢ 
with God’s people. Blessed, very blessed, a 
all they who find a home in God’s house!— 


THE BACKSLIDDEN CHURCH. | 


There is the backslidden church at Ephest 
It was orthodox in creed and deed. . The Spi! 
says of them, “Thou canst not bear the 
which are evil; and thou hast tried the 
which say they are apostles, and are not, ai 
hast found them liars.” | 

But it was orthodox on ice. Opposition | 
the evil was so intense that enthusiasm f 
the good was frozen. They were ecclesiasti¢ 
warriors. They hated the deeds of the Nic 
aitanes, but they failed to love the Nicolaitan 
themselves. It is well to hate wickedness a: 
error, but when, this hatred driés up our lo 
for the wicked and the erring we have bac 
slidden. God hates evil, but he is love. Wh 
we hate sin we should love sinners, and nothi: 
in the church of Christ can take the place 
love—A. C. Dixon, D. D. 

(Continued on page 400) 
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How Rev. Became Wealthy 


: Less than five years ago Rev. —_-— had only $4,400 in the bank to 
his credit, although he was receiving a yearly salary of more than $10,- 
(000. He was very generous in aiding missions and local charities. When 
‘the opportunity knocked at his door he saw it at once; invested $4,400, 
\borrowed on his life insurance policy. His total investment at the end 
of four years amounted to nearly $11,000. Then he was offered $133,000 
and sold. He has since been able to travel abroad as well as in our own 
land, and in addition has contributed to charity much more than 
previously. 


The above is a true and correct incident. Owing to the prominence 
of the minister who made the investment with us, we are prohibited from 
using his name here.~ If you have a dollar to invest, let us show you how 
to invest it in a natural resource constantly diminishing, and therefore 
certain of increasing in value. Now is the opportune time. Information 
costs you nothing. Fill out the coupon below. 


: HILLIS & WHITE 
ENGINEERS BUILDING CLEVELAND, OHIO 


eee oan a eee he nn eons COUPON ------------------- 2-2-2222 22-2 eo nnn n ene nee 

GENTLEMEN:—Please give me names of people who have greatly benefited by investing with you, 
also references as to your reliability. Show me how I can invest to make large profits (without 
speculation), and with absolute safety. ‘ 
NAME ADDRESS 


\ 


| (Continued from page 398) 
BLUSHING FOR THE CHURCH’S SINS. 

When Raphael, the master painter of the 
sixteenth century, was engaged in his famous 
frescoes in St. Peter’s, two cardinals visited 
him rather more frequently than they were 
wanted. 


“Vou have made the face of St. Paul too 
red,” said one of them, who knew about as 
much or as little of art as did Balaam’s ass, 
of the Hebrew grammar. d 

“Ves,” replied Raphael, “you perceive he is 
blushing to see into whose hands the church 
has fallen.” 

If celestial faces can blush, and if the de- 
parted saints knew of earthly affairs, do they 
not have occasion to turn red and sometimes 
very red? When we see what is allowed in 
the so-called Church of Christ, not only a 
worldliness, ‘but of downright sin—and too 
often without a word of protest or rebuke, 
there is occasion for blushing, both above and 
below.—Robert H. Washburne. 

THE CHURCH A SOCIAL ORGANIZA- 
DION: 

The church is primarily a social organiza- 
tion. The bond which holds it together is the 
mutual love of its members. The New Com- 
mandment given it by Christ is “that you love 
one another as J have loved you.” The only 
sure foundation of Christian society is Christ’s 
law of brotherhood. When this law is dis- 
regarded or set at naught in the practical 
working of the body, it ceases to be a Chris- 
tian Church. It may be a school of sound 
theology; it may be a popular preaching place; 
it may bea place of polite resort; but it is not 
any longer a Church’ of Christ. The church 
relation implies acquaintance and friendship 
on the part of the members of the church. 
Says Paul to the Roman Christians, “Where- 
fore receive ye one another as Christ also re- 
ceived you, to the glory of God.” This word 
“receive” means much. Its primary sense is 
to take another by the hand and draw him 
toward yourself. The Greek Lexicon defines 
it, “To take to one’s company, intercourse, 
house; to receive to one’s-self; to admit to 
one’s society and fellowship; to receive and 
treat with kindness.” Various social organiza- 
tions exist at the present day, some open, 
others secret, whose members are bound to- 
gether by vows of fellowship and fraternity. 
But none of these contemplates a closer fel- 
Jowship, a more hearty fraternity than Christ 
designed to be the bond of union among the 
members of his Church. This view of the 
relationship of the church members may seem 
to some extravagant and visionary. But it is 
the view which Christ and all his apostles held 
and enforced by precept and by practice; it 
1s the only view to which any countenance is 
given in the New Testament.—Rev. Egbert 
Watson Smith, D. D. 

A COLD CHURCH. 

A good brother, in describing the conditions 
of things in a church, said: “We have a godly, 
earnest pastor, who preaches faithfully; now 
and then one is converted, but it is like fish- 
ing through the ice, the church is so cold.” 
ache temperature in some churches is the most 
trying experience of an earnest pastor. 


A WORLDLY CHURCH. 


Horace says: “Who shall forbid me lau 
ing to speak the truth?” On the question’ 
the growing gulf between the churches < 
the people, we have clipped the following s3 
gestive epigram on ‘a fashionable Lone 
church, from a foreign exchange: 


“In a church which is garnished with mull 
and gable, | 
With altar and reredos, with gurgoyle z 
groin, bate i 
The penitents’ dresses are sealskin and sai 
The odor of sanctity’s Eau-de-Cologne; 
But surely, if Lucifer, flying from Hades, _ 
Were to gaze on this crowd, with its panni 
and paints, 
He would say, as he looked on the lords : 
the ladies, ae 
‘Oh, where is All Sinners, if this is 
Saints fac i 


TO THOSE WHO WANT TO BE CH 
TIANS. 


There came once, as you remember, a 
in New York to the naturalization office to 
made a citizen. “What is your nationalitt 
he was. asked. He said: “I don’t know 
would like you to tell me. My father was 
Englishman; my mother was Spanish; I 4 
born at sea on a French vessel flying © 
Dutch flag. ?I don’t know, nor do I care f¢ 
ticularly what I am, but I want to become 
American citizen.” The church is a place 
those who want to be Christians—who lh 
accepted Christ and are trying to serve | 
No other questions need be asked, intel! 
tual, theological, or otherwise. Are you trt 
ing in Christ as your Saviour and trying 
serve him? 


CHURCH “ROUNDERS.” 

A fisherman tells this story: He had ¢ 
with a friend for a day’s fishing. The r7 
was very low and clear, and the only cha 
was in crouching behind rocks and hid 
themselves. Suddenly, as he bent down, | 
sorbed in his work, not a sound about him | 
the tinkle of a waterfall and. brawl’ of | 
shallows, there came a faint bleat at his s 
He looked over the rock, and there wa 
sheep standing deep in the water. He ca 
to his friend, and together they lifted the 
beast out of the stream, up over the t 
bushy bank. To their unutterable disgus: 
instantly turned and flopped into the s 
again. They lifted it out once more, and 
time took care to take it away far enougl 
be safe. At once it began to walk, but v 
round and round. | 

“What is. the 
fisherman. 

“Oh,” said his country friend, “it’s got 
rounders, something the matter with the br 
they think they are going on, but they 
always gaing around.” 

Now a great many people who attend chi 
are like that. The only difference is, ther 
something the matter with their hearts ins 
of their heads. But the action is just 
same; they think they are going on, but 
are always going round. 


matter with it?” 


asked 
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«The Cream of Sermonic Literature.” 


The Pulpit Eloquence 
Library. 


Representative Sermons by the World’s 
Greatest Preachers from 
CHRYSOSTOM TO JOSEPH PARKER 


A preacher rarely hears a good sermon. Here 
is his opportunity to have one by a world- 
renowned preacher every week for seven years. 
He needs the inspiration of another’s thought, 
the example of another’s style and the broad- 
ening influence of another’s point of view. 
When the fire burns low in his own soul, the 
glowing words of one of God’s great messengers 
will kindle it anew. Every sermon in the 
Pulpit Eloquence Library is  thought- 
quickening and soul-inspiring. Nowhere else, 
in a single set of books, is there to be found such 
a wealth of sermon literature and many of the 
strongest sermons in the language are readily 
accessible only in this Library. 

“Let him who aspires to be one of God’s 

masters in that foremost of fine arts, the 
preaching of the Gospel, give careful study to 
this work.’’—Arthur T. Pierson, D. D. 
_ ‘‘Merely to read the list of the authors’ names 
is an inspiration and: suggestive of power.’’— 
Dr. J. M. Buckley, Editor New York Christian 
Advocate. 

“Bound to be a fountain of inspiration to all 
its readers.''—Dr. C. H. Parkhurst, 


400 Sermons. 4,000 Pages. 
Five Octavo Volumes. 
Former Price $19 Now $10.00 


___ The Epworth Herald: ‘‘A veritable preacher's ‘acre of diamonds!’ It will 3 
- prove a battery of inspiration as well as a gallery of classic models for preachers TEN DAYS’ EXAMINATION FREE. 
of the new century.”" Send for descriptive circular. 


Sermons, Addresses WAS _ Sok EA ieee NOW 


and Outlines 


HE CHURCH YEAR PULPIT 

LIBRARY contains more than a 
theusand complete sermons, besides 
~ hundreds of brief addresses, suggestive 
outlines and pertinent illustrations 
covering the entire Church year. The 
best scholarship of the church is 
represented in these volumes and 
merely as a library of sermons by 
distinguished preachers, estimated at 
their intrinsic worth, the series is 
unsurpassed. THE ExposITOR (W. 
Robertson Nicoll, Editor) character- 
izes it as a ‘‘repertory of all the best 
sermons in the language.’’ 

THE LIBRARY is absolutely unique, 
however, in the advantage of time- 
j liness secured by the orderly arrange- 
ment of the contents in accordance 
with the Sundays and seasons of the 

Church year. The sequence of a 

series of strong, inspiring sermons and 
| of a wealth of additional suggestive 
material (so that for each day and 
season of the Church year there is 
appropriate treatment of the subject 
and Scripture for the occasion) makes 
this Liprary of inestimable value to 
the busy minister. 

The addresses and outlines are 
selected from the best literature of 
the pulpit, and, appearing in_their 
appropriate connection, have all the 
spontaneity and life of their original : 
utteranee. wie e ee 


12 Volumes. 3,000 Pages 


SPECIAL PRICE ORDER FORM FREE EXAMINATION REQUEST 


(Pieace senid tome, Dy fe. ws ose on eleleie (express or freight) F. M. Barton Co., Caxton Bldg., Cleveland, Ohio 
a set of the Pulpit Eloquence Library in five volumes. Dear Sirs:—Please send me the CHURCH YEAR 
I enclose $1.00 as the initial payment and I agree to make < - 
further payments of $2.00 per month for five months. Or, PULPIT LIBRARY by prepaid express for wee days 
I enclose $12.00, payment in full. free trial. I agree to return it by express prepaid, within 
ten days, or pay $2.00 at the end of this period and $2.00 
per month for seven months thereafter. 


F. M. BARTON CO., 708 Caxton Building Cleveland Ohio. 


The above sets have been reduced from 334% to 45% and 
are not subject to the 20% discount quoted on preceding pages. [| VENOM... 0... 61. e ieee eee eer eet eres teees 


401 


Page. 
Advertising church activi- 
Lac) 8 Give neem kococho Bio eR OSE 355 
Best of Recent Sermons...387 
OO ON OUICOs ci cicroue sete 4osceeil mee 359 
Boys and girls, interesting 
ING Meheiaetiae foe vise ays torptoneteni ots 354 


Brave soul—show your col- 


OTS—JOWCLE. geraroe ce tcetet eu: 343 
Calendar or church maga- 
ZANG, LOL VOULI sy. uel sites OOO 
Canvass, community church.356 
Children’s church, the..... 360 
Children, talk to—Snell..... 892 
Chinas! preacher. (ean streadns 353 
Christ and the common 
people—Horne ............ 393 
Christian Experiences — 
TROT MO Sa Se heseve oor levele eles 365 
Church and church-going, 
THO=STUON al ay selsiern siete escarole 397 
Church bulletin, a good item 
POT maeavohare sale Peaavarcln eye currencies ekemne 355 


Church life, the ideal for. .357 
Country Church Depart- 
PIVOTUC ee ciate. ce ae sree eye owidin niet 347 
Country church, plans of a.351 
Covenant renewal, commu- 


nion an occasion for ....356 
WSC STON IP Ay: leisy sioleysteus arsloie. ste 369 
Easter dawn, looking for 

EPC ie cele cto ale foil feted devs beyoka mbrsptene 356 
Easter souvenirs, make your 

CONV rateie telots tebetalctcrahe eeaetelatkonets 358 


‘ SUBJECT INDEX FOR ILLUSTRATIONS. PAGES 361-376 


First figures refer to ilustie numbers; 


No. Page 
Abstain: Now ton: ea... 384-366 
After many days ...... 391-367 
America’s future ....... 396-368 
Button pressed, keep 
HEOUI ss ork attire ei toantamatars) aicee 393-367 
BANG DV sion eaten ue 427-376 
Characters: unresisting » 
MOWer OL souniiocn ue a tate 385-366 
Child members °.':....... 410-372 
Children, work with 888-366 
Child: saving te Gin saci 412-372 


Child’s birthday verse. .389-366 
Christian, how to be- 


We COWNUG NAc siwletencotata eo ckale nee 422-375 
Christ’s messages ...... 415-373 
Christ’s second advent, 
the vdate® of oes yuri aed 879-365 
Christ work, the gra- 
cious results of... 4.. 380-365 
Confess :at’ once .....%.. 432-375 


Confession, make a full.430-376 
Decision day card, dou- 

(WK ogiinnaadog ocak ven 401-370 
Decision day method, a.406-371 


Decision day results ...411-372 
Decisions for Christ, 

SOME TOA. sa evctestecea 402-37 
Difference; the: <vcec cnc 369-362 
Earnestness wins, life- 

UNITS Ts che ces Sales stein SOOD=S6S 
Evangelism is, what ...420-375 
Hvangselist wthe sc .cte os 421-375 
Example, power of..... 393-367 


SCRIPTURE TEXTS, ILLUSTRATED BY BOOKS. 


First figures below refer to illustration numbers; 


No. Page. 
INUIT Oe LO cts voce pferalehose se ove 382-365 
‘ils SSB 9 i es Ee a a ee 407-371 
PMSA Stel" evn san vue -386 
MO REUMMALTOND =) Glews le avera-e (abele exes 384-366 
OOO c alaleval cross eye ere ae BODE COT, 
AEDT R ee Olver » oss cie NiMH Geers 416-373 
TSCM US Ble aietie yates: eve: aifalonsuehererece 380-365 
ATE MO SS Lg Ser aiatard vs, scvyacaias tn secgs 381-365 
Matt. 11: DI Gon eR ab -389 


GENERAL INDEX—MARCH 


All matter not numbered as an illustration is indexed herewith. 


Page. 


Ecclesiastical Year ts cune. 369 


Evangelistic campaign 
making the most of an...355 


Federated, how six church- 


es: really 3st 2 .mmeba de seen 353 
Federation, sau. secre une 383 
Grace’ and. Truth) (ype eo. 367 
eee store in the ee 

0 0 60 bee » ace elets) oys &euniaiel ¢.e0e siete dk oO 
Heart direction—Black ....395 
Homiletic Department ....387 
Illustrations, Historical and 

Scientific—Herr, s.5. eo. 363 
Illustrations of Love of 

Childrens fagaecteeni ter 366 
Illustrations of Salvation— 

Banks |. omtiteop citeer a mete 361 
Illustrations, Striking — 

OOK» . dcpcatpaimtepalutees Miaste ope toe 368 
Illustrative Department ...361 
Jesus, talks One ees ee sat S50) 
Lads of the land, the— 

JONES | canes see ree Ne aa rats 387 
Lenten Evangelism ........ 372 
Lenten season, the ...:....402 
Lent, one way to Keep...... 385 
Magazine Articles of Value 

to Ministersmicw sce ee 385 


Methods of Church Work..353 
Missions, one way to raise 


money fomegond ccna. 356 
News here and there ...... 381 
Officers’ couneil, the ....%. 355 


No. Page. 
Foundation, the un- 
shaken. Ge peeneoeeiy ss 3864-361 
Give me thine heart....416-373 
God, as SOnWOR aaa eee 390-367 
God’s grace, not by 
WOTKS DUGOL a re ceeeee 383-365 


God’s love immutable. .382-365 
Good cheer, the conta- 


gion! Of Sega shen chee ee 368-362 
Grasping after too 
YOUTH Sch Basra re tens aceapeee iets 392-367 
Grave, Christ has adorned 
Loh a: MEBs Sie 50-5 autho Alinae 363-361 
GY OP Leas, the humility 
Pe PARAS MH rc 375-363 


parece the waiting.. 
Hindering OMNETS 2a ace 1424-376 


Ideal, the separating 
power of a great ....374-3638 
FOSUS, At’ S) WMS eee are 432-376 
Kindness overcoming op- 
Positioner eee 373-363 


Libraries we love, the. .370-362 
Life following the light.376-364 
Lions and temptations.381-365 
Mother’s prayers, a ...252-361 
Now, though young ....425-376 
Pastor, an earnest ....408-371 
Pastor prepared for the 

day, HoOWuaiie. ase: 405-371 
Pastor’s privilege, the.403-370 
Personality, the power 

fo) MP IS Ae noite AG 372-363 


No. Page. 
Matt. 24:36 08 teen 379-365 
Matt..26275 ee eee -390 
Matt. 1275 “Seere eee -390 
Matt. .27=35 cise -390 
Mark’ 12737\ten eine | +393 
Mars 31882) ee ieee 379-365 
Luke (14:20) 00 eee 417-374 
Luke 16:18," 19s 419-374 


402 


second, to page numbers. 


\ Safety, lift them into. .409- 


second, to page numbers. 


1% “hy SP 
Old rhyme, new use of an.. 
Orpheus, the true—Snell. 


Others say, what ......... 
Pacific coast, rural districts 
of the—King ae ty nl alll 
Pastor’s experience, a vet 
eran: (be eed torts Boh 
Personal Vans wicde sete’ 
Portraits of Souls-—Jowett. 
Prayer Meeting Depart- 
MONE: ois) cereale eee 
Redemption, wondrous— 
Ole Gero eae 


Religious Review of Re- 
VIG WS pixie eh a slele oie nienela Hes tae 
Rural churches, two hun- 
GLOW sive skater lore doen eens @ I 


Rural church, the ...... 
Rural districts of the Pa- 
cific coast—King ..... te « 


Rural pastor, for the ...... 
Sermons on Happiness .... 


Sermon topics, good ....... 
Sin, three ways of meetin 
—Mackenzie ss ccm + 
Social /Sérvice.%.. sees ci 
Soul winners card year. « 
Statistics .......... A 
Unusual ov cesses eeeer 38b; | 
Washington, churches at- 


Len MOG DY ceive c «a piciererede salen 4 
Yoke, hanging the collar | 
for the—Jowett ........./ 


No. P. 


Prejudice an element of | 

success, lack sOfien cer 377 - 
Prince of Wales! so ..02> 887- 
Princess Alice’s love ..386- 
Reluctance, examples | 

Od. stave akaPerevenere tel seen ea 431- 
Resolution. inc. 0sshieee ee 419- 
Revival methods |..... 413- 


Salvation, obtaining ...414- 


Samuel, the child ...... 407- 
Saul of Tarsus praying.418- 
Signal, heed the ........ 426- 
Spark; onily-auwine sae 361- 
Strange but true ......417- 


Success, lack of prej- | 
udice an element of..3774 
Suggestions, definite ..399+ 
Sympathy vanquishing 

Self-interest. i. memeece 3871- 
Teacher’s pledge of 


prayer and personal 
WOLKE te cal ee 4044 
Texts and themes, sug-, 
LESLIVEW WAY Skt shsaeceten 397+ 
Thee ae ie the habit | 
Of 20s. Pleas eo ob eneee en 
AMebbe Sie) A Sate. BRL Ses oc 366+ 


Thoughtfulness — in re- 

gard to evidence 292 23784 
Tomorrow — today ....4284 
Waiting, a long time...365 
Witnesses in the court.429- 


No. Pai 
John  JA%88-29: 22. 59 eee 415- 
ACtS:. 10: Rite ct incl. Cake eae 418- 
Rom, 4:16 ooo. coe 383- 
FROM,” 1000-2. eae Jide 414- 
1 (Cor Lortl0s ee 383- 
ID. (6208 Wi ee ok ee 385- 
SPINES S535 Sac.) aan 5 


Tt Joh mas Shc. 3 a. eee 382- 


